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বাতিৰ

৪ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭

গ‌ুৱাঃ িবশব্িবঃৰ পৰ্াক্তন উপাচাযর্ ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ
পৰেলাক

গ‌ুৱাহাটীঃ ষ্টাফ িৰপটর্াৰ, ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীঃ িবশব্বেৰণ� পিৰসংখ�ািবদ, গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িব-
দ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্াক্তন উপাচাযর্ ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ আিজ আেবিল িদশপুৰ হিস্পেটলত
বাধর্ক�জিনত কাৰণত মৃতু� হয়। মধুেমহ েৰাগত ভুিগ থকা েমিধক ১৮ জানুৱাৰীত
হিস্পেটলত ভিতর্ কেৰাৱা ৈহিছল। আিজ আেবিল হঠােত অসুস্থ ৈহ পৰাত আই িচ ইউত
ভিতর্ কিৰবৈল েলাৱাৰ সময়েত ৯২ বছৰীয়া েমিধৰ মৃতু� হয়। দীঘর্িদনৰ পৰা গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ
িশলপুখুৰীত বাস কৰা েমিধৰ মৃতু�ৰ পাছত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ লগেত েতওঁৰ শ‌ু-
ভাকাংক্ষীসকল েশাকত ভািগ পেৰ। উেল্লখেযাগ� েয ১৯২৪ চনত জন্মগৰ্হণ কৰা েমিধেয়
১৯৪০ চনত িডবৰ্ুগড় চৰকাৰী বালক িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা পৰ্েৱিশকা পৰীক্ষাত উত্তীণর্ ৈহ পা-
ছত কটন কেলজৰ পৰা উচ্চতৰ মাধ�িমক আৰু স্নাতক িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। ১৯৪৭ চনত
কলকাতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। ইয়াৰ মাজেত ১৯৪৫ চনত
ইংেলণ্ডৰ মােঞ্চষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা মাষ্টাৰ অǍ েষ্টিটছিটȝছ, ১৯৫৫ চনত েপিৰছত
ফৰাচী ভাষাত িডপ্লমা আৰু ১৯৫৬ চনত েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা িপ এইচ িড িডগৰ্ী
লাভ কেৰ। গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা 'এেমিৰটাছ পৰ্েফছাৰ' সন্মান অজর্ন কেৰ। অিত
েমধাৱী েমিধেয় কমর্জীৱনৰ পাতিন েমেল ১৯৪৮ চনত কটন কেলজৰ গিণত িবভাগৰ
অধ�াপক িহচােপ। তাৰ পাছত ১৯৪৯ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত গিণত আৰু পিৰসং-
খ�া িবভাগত অধ�াপক িহচােপ কমর্জীৱন আৰম্ভ কেৰ। ১৯৭৯ চনত জনসংখ�া গেৱষণা
েকন্দৰ্ৰ পৰ্িতষ্ঠা কিৰ সঞ্চালক িহচােপ কাম কেৰ। ১৯৮৫-৮৯ চনত ইিȰষ্টিটউট অǍ
এডভাঞ্চ ষ্টািডজ ইন ছােয়ন্স এণ্ড েটকন'লিজ (অসম) ৰ সঞ্চাালক পদত কাম কেৰ।
১৯৮৫-৯০ চনত অসম ৰািজ�ক িশক্ষক অধ�ক্ষ বাছনী পিৰষদৰ সভাপিত, ১৯৯৩-৯৫
চনত অসম চৰকাৰৰ িশক্ষা সংস্কাৰ আেয়াগৰ অধ�ক্ষ পদত থােক। ইয়াৰ উপিৰ েমিধ
১৯৬৩ চনৰ পৰা আেমিৰকাৰ েমথেমিথেকল েষ্টিটছিটȝছৰ সদস�, ১৯৭৮-৭৯ চনত
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ভাৰতীয় িবজ্ঞান মহাসভাৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান শাখাৰ সভাপিত, ১৯৮১ চনত ইিণ্ডয়ান
ছচাইিট ফৰ পৰ্েবিবিলটী এণ্ড েষ্টিটছিটȝছৰ উপ-সভাপিত, পাছৈল সভাপিত, ১৯৭৯-৮১
চনত অসম িবজ্ঞান সিমিতৰ সভাপিত পদত থািক িবিভন্ন িদশত বৰঙিণ আগবঢ়াই ৈথ
ৈগেছ। তদুপিৰ বহু ৰাষ্টৰ্ীয়-আন্তৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় পযর্ায়ৰ গেৱষণামূলক আেলাচনী সম্পাদনা কৰাৰ
লগেত পৰ্ায় ৫০ খন গেৱষণা-পতৰ্ ৰচনা কিৰ ৈথ ৈগেছ। ইয়াৰ লগেত েকইবাখেনা েদশত
অধ�াপক আৰু গেৱষক ৰূেপ আমন্তৰ্ণ লাভ কিৰিছল। ইয়াৰ িভতৰত কানাডাৰ মিণ্টৰ্য়ল
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, েমকমাষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, আেমিৰকা উইস্কনিচন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, টৰেণ্টা িব-
শব্িবদ�ালয়েটা অন�তম। েমিধেয় বহুেকইখন গৰ্ন্থেৰ সৃিষ্টৰ ভঁৰাল চহকী কিৰ ৈথ ৈগেছ।
১৯৮২ চনত 'ষ্ট'কাছিষ্টক পৰ্েচেছ্জ', ১৯৮৪ চনত 'িৰেচণ্ট েডেভলপেমণ্টছ ইন বাল্ক
কুেৱিনং মেডলছ', ১৯৯১ চনত 'ষ্ট'কাচিষ্টক মেডলছ ইন কুেৱিনং িথয়ৰী', ১৯৯২ চনত
'েষ্টিটিষ্টেকল েমথডছ', ১৯৯৪ চনত 'এক-দুই, েযাগ-িবেয়াগঃ সসীম গিণতৰ আিদপাঠ'৷

৪ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭

িবিশষ্ট পিৰসংখ�ািবদ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ পৰ্য়াত
মহানগৰ বাতিৰ েসৱা গ‌ুৱাহাটী, ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীঃ িবিশষ্ট গেৱষক পিণ্ডত, আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয়

খ�ািতসম্পন্ন পিৰসংখ�ািবদ তথা গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্েফছৰ এেমিৰটাছ েজ�ািতপৰ্-
সাদ েমিধৰ আিজ সিন্ধয়া ৫-৪০ বজাত গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ িদছপুৰ হাস্পতালত িচিকৎসাধীন
অৱস্থাত পৰেলাকপৰ্ািপ্ত হয়। মৃতু�ৰ সময়ত েমিধৰ বয়স আিছল ৯৩ বছৰ। েযাৱা ১৮
জানুৱাৰীত বাদ্ধর্ক�জিনত েৰাগত আকৰ্ান্ত েমিধক হাস্পতালত ভিতর্ কেৰাৱা ৈহিছল। গ‌ু-
ৱাহাটীৰ িশলপুখুৰীৰ গান্ধীবিস্ত পথ িনৱাসী েমিধৰ মৃতু�ত অঞ্চলেটাত েশাকৰ ছাঁ পেৰ।
আন্তঃৰাষ্টীয় খ�ািতখম্পন্ন পিৰসংখ�ািবদগৰাকীৰ মৃতু�েৱ ৰাজ�ৰ ৈশিক্ষক আৰু গেৱষণা
জগতৰ অপূৰণীয় ক্ষিত কেৰ। েমিধৰ ভাতৃ এইছ্ িপ েমিধেয় গভীৰ েশাক পৰ্কাশ কিৰ
কয় েয মৃতু�ৰ সময়ৈলেক মিধেয় অধ�য়ন আৰু িলখা-েমলা অব�াহত ৰািখিছল। েতওঁ
জেনাৱা মেত, েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধেয় ৰচনা কৰা 'Stochastic Processes' শীষর্ক
এখন গেৱষণা গৰ্ন্থ অলপেত িনউ এজ ইন্টাৰেনচেনল পািব্লেকচেন পৰ্কাশ কিৰেছ।
েমিধৰ পুতৰ্ শ‌ুভংকৰ েমিধেয় িপতৃৰ সম্পকর্ত কয়- ''েদউতা সদায় পঢ়া-শ‌ুনােত ব�স্ত
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আিছল। মৃতু�ৰ সময়ৈলেক েদউতাই িলখা-েমলা অব�াহত ৰািখিছল।" েমিধ অিত অমা-
িয়ক, মৰিময়াল আৰু পৰ্চাৰ িবমুখ ব�িক্ত আিছল বুিল পুতৰ্ শ‌ুভংকৰ েমিধেয় পৰ্কাশ কেৰ।
েমিধৰ মৃতু�ৰ বাতিৰ েপাৱাৰ িপছেত গ‌ুণমুগ্ধসকেল েমিধৰ বাসভৱনত িভৰ কেৰ। মৃতু�ৰ
সময়ত েমিধেয় পন্তীসহ দুই পুতৰ্ আৰু দুজনী জীয়াৰী আৰু েবাৱাৰীসহ নািত-নািতনী,
আত্মীয়-সব্জন আিদ এিৰ ৈথ যায়। অিবভক্ত কামৰূপ িজলাৰ ৰামিদয়া গাঁৱত ১৯২৪ চনত
েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ জন্ম ৈহিছল। আইনৰ স্নাতক িডগৰ্ীধাৰী িবনিন্দ চন্দৰ্ েমিধ আৰু
অসম সািহত� সভাৰ পৰ্াক্তন সভাপিত কািলৰাম েমিধৰ কন�া কাদমব্ৰী েমিধৰ সু-পুতৰ্
েমিধেয় সু্কলীয়া িশক্ষা িডবৰ্ুগড়ত গৰ্হন কেৰ। েমিধেয় কটন কেলজৰপৰা গিণত শাস্তৰ্ত
সন্মানসহ স্নাতক িডগৰ্ী লাভ কিৰ দুটা েসাণৰ পদক পাইিছল। িপছত কিলকতা িবশব্িব-
দ�ালয়ত িবশ‌ুদ্ধ গিণত শাস্তৰ্ত েসাণৰ পদক ৈল স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী ৈলিছল। ১৯৪৮ চনত
গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ কটন কেলজত পৰ্বক্তা িহচােপ কমর্জীৱন আৰম্ভ কেৰ। ১৯৬৩ চনত েমিধেয়
গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ পৰ্াধ�াপক িহচােপ িনযুিক্ত ৈল ১৯৮৫ চনত
উক্ত পদবীৰপাৰই অৱসৰ লয়। েমিধেয় ১৯৫৪ চনত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত মানেচষ্টাৰ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী লাভ কিৰিছল। িবিশষ্ট গেৱষক পিণ্ডত গৰাকীেয়
মানেচষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত িবশব্িবখ�াত পৰ্াধ�াপক এম এছ বাটর্েলটৰ অধীনত আৰু েপিৰছ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত পৰ্খাত গেৱষক আৰ ফেটর্(Fortet)ৰ অধীনত গেৱষণাত বৰ্তী ৈহিছল।
েমিধেয় কানাডাৰ মিন্টৰ্ল িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, টৰেণ্টা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, আেমিৰকাৰ উইকনিচন
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ অিতিথ অধ�াপক িহচােপ কাম কিৰিছল। েতওঁ ভাৰতীয় িবজ্ঞান কংেগৰ্ছৰ
পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবষয়ৰ সভাপিত আৰু অসম িবজ্ঞান সমাজৰ সভাপিত পেদা অলংকৃত
কিৰিছল। ১৯৭৯ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয় আৰু ১৯৮৭ চনত িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত
উপাচাযর্ পদবীত েযাগদান কিৰবৈল েতওঁক আমন্তৰ্ন জেনাৱা ৈহিছল যিদও েমিধেয় িন-
জৰ জ্ঞান সাধনাৰ বােব এই আমন্তৰ্ণ পৰ্ত�াখ�ান কিৰিছল। েমিধেয় িবিভন্ন গেৱষণা-পতৰ্ৰ
উপিৰ পাঁচখনৈক মূল�ৱান গৰ্ন্থ ৰচনা কিৰিছল। িবিশষ্ট পিৰসংখ�ািবদগৰাকীৰ মৃতু�ত
মুখ�মন্তৰ্ী সবর্ানন্দ েসােণাৱােল েশাক পৰ্কাশ কিৰ েশাকসন্তপ্ত পিৰয়ালবগর্ৈল সমেবদনা
জ্ঞাপন কেৰ।
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৪ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭

গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ 'পৰ্েফছৰ এেমিৰটাছ'
িবশব্বেৰণ� পিৰসংখ�ািবদ-গিণতজ্ঞ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ

িবেয়াগ
পৰ্িতিদন মহানগৰ েসৱা, গ‌ুৱাহাটী, ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীঃ িবশব্বেৰণ� গেৱষক পিণ্ডত, পিৰসং-

খ�ািবদ, গিণতজ্ঞ গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ িশলপুখুৰী িনবাসী েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ আিজ িবয়িল ৫.৪৫
বজাত েদহাৱসান ঘেট। েতওঁ গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ িদছপুৰ হাস্পতালত িচিকৎসাধীন আিছল। মৃ-
তু�ৰ সময়ত েতওঁৰ বয়স ৯২ বছৰ আিছল। েতওঁৰ ভাতৃ পৰ্েমাদ চন্দৰ্ েমিধয় জেনাৱামেত
শব্াস-পৰ্শব্াসজিনত েৰাগত আকৰ্ান্ত েহাৱাত ১৮ জানুৱাৰীত েতওঁক গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ িদছপুৰ
হাস্পতালত ভিতর্ কেৰাৱা ৈহিছল। শব্াস-পৰ্শব্াসজিনত েৰাগৰ উপিৰ মধুেমহ আিদ েৰাগত
আকৰ্ান্ত েমিধৰ েযাৱা ১ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীৰ পৰা সব্াস্থ�ৰ অিধক অৱনিত ৈহিছল। ১৯২৪ চনত
কামৰূপ িজলাৰ ৰামিদয়াত জন্মগৰ্হন কৰা েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধেয় ১৯৪৮ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ
কটন কেলজত পৰ্বক্তা িহচােপ চাকিৰত েযাগদান কিৰিছল। ইয়াৰ িপচত েতওঁ গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া আৰু গিণত িবভাগৰ পৰ্বক্তা িহচােপ েযাগদান কেৰ। গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ী পৰা ৈশিক্ষক ছুটী ৈল ইংেলণ্ডৰ মানেচষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত েতওঁ গেৱষণাত
বৰ্তী হয়। ১৯৫৪ চনত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়খনৰ পৰা পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী
লাভ কৰা েমিধেয় অধ�াপক বাটর্েলটৰ ৈসেত যুটীয়াভােৱ পৰ্থম গেৱষণাপতৰ্খন পৰ্কাশ
কেৰ। িনজৰ পৰ্িতভাৰ বলত ফৰাচী চৰকাৰৰ ৈশিক্ষক বৃিত্ত লাভ কিৰ েতওঁ েপিৰছ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত অধ�াপক আৰ ফেটর্টৰ অিধনত গেৱষণা আৰম্ভ কেৰ। উেল্লখনীয় েয
পিৰসংখ�ািবদগৰাকীেয় েতওঁৰ পৰ্থম গেৱষনা গৰ্ন্থ ফৰাচী ভাষাত িলিখেছ। ১৯৫৬ চনত
েতওঁক েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালেয় সন্মানীয় িড এছ িচ িডগৰ্ পৰ্দান কেৰ। ১৯৫৬ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল ঘুিৰ আিহ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ পৰ্াধ�াপক িহচােপ কামত েযাগ িদেয়।ইয়াৰ
িপচত ১৯৬৭ চনত কানাডাৰ মিণ্টৰ্ল িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েতা অিথিত অধ�াপক িহচােপ দুবছৰ
কাযর্িনবর্াহ কেৰ। তদুপিৰ কানাডাৰ েমক মাষ্টাৰ টেৰেণ্টা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েতা, আেমিৰকাৰ
উইচকনিছন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েতা েতওঁ অধ�াপন কিৰিছল। ১৯৭৯ চনত ভাৰিতয় িবজ্ঞান
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কংেগৰ্ছৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবষয়ৰ সভাপিতৰ িহচােপ কাযর্ািনবর্াহ কৰা েমিধ অসম িব-
জ্ঞান সমাজেৰা সভাপিতৰ আসন অলংকৃত কিৰিছল। িবিভন্ন গেৱষণাপতৰ্ৰ উপিৰ েতওঁ
িবশব্মানৰ পাঁচখনৈক গৰ্ন্থ ৰচনা কিৰ ৈথ ৈগেছ। েতওঁৰ ৰিচত ষ্টৰ্কািষ্টক পৰ্েছিছছ নামৰ
গৰ্ন্থখন বতর্মান িবশব্ৰ বহু আগশাৰীৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত স্নাতেকাত্তৰ আৰু গেৱষণাৰ পাঠ�-
কৰ্ম িহচােপ ব�ৱহৃত ৈহ আিহেছ। উেল্লখেযাগ� েয এই গৰ্ন্থখনৰ চতুথর্ সংস্কৰন লণ্ডনৰ
এিট পৰ্িতিষ্ঠত পৰ্কাশেন পৰ্কাশ কিৰ উিলয়াইেছ আৰু এই সংস্কৰণৰ এখন গৰ্ন্থ কািল
েতওঁৰ হাতত পিৰেছ।েতওঁৰ ৰিচত আন েকইখনমান গৰ্ন্থ ৈহেছ িৰেচণ্ট েডেভলপেমণ্টছ
ইন কুিয়ং মেডলছ, েষ্টিটছিটেকল েমথড আিদ। েতওঁ এক-দুই েযাগ-িবেয়াগ নামৰ গৰ্ন্থ
এখেনা ৰচনা কিৰ ৈথ ৈগেছ। আেমিৰকাৰ মটৰ'লা কপর্'েৰচনৰ পৰামশর্দাতা িহচােপও
কাযর্িনবর্াহ কৰা েমিধেয় েলাকেসৱা আেয়াগ,িবশব্িবদ�ালয় অনুদান আেয়াগ আিদৰ সন্মা-
নীয় পদেতা অিধিষ্ঠত আিছল। ১৯৭৯ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয় আৰু ১৯৮৭ চনত
িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয় উপাচাযর্ পদবীত েযাগদানৰ বােব েতওঁক অনুেৰাধ জনাইিছল
যিদও গেৱষক,পিণ্ডতগৰাকীেয় এই অনুেৰাধ পৰ্ত�াখ�ান কিৰিছল।গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়
সন্মানীয় পৰ্েফছৰ এেমিৰটাছ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধক েতওঁৰ গেৱষনা কমর্ৰ বােব িডবৰ্ুগড়
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, আই আই িট গ‌ুৱাহাটী,েতজপুৰ েকন্দৰ্ীয় িবশব্িবদ�ালেয়ও িড এছ িচ িড-
গৰ্ী পৰ্দান কিৰিছল। মৃতুৰ সময়ত েতওঁ পত্নী পৰ্ীিত েমিধ, পুতৰ্ দীপাংকৰ েমিধ আৰু
শ‌ুভাংকৰ েমিধ, কন�া শকুন্তলা েচৗধুৰী আৰু অলকানন্দ েডকােক ধিৰ িতিনজন ভাতৃ
হিৰপৰ্সাদ েমিধ, পৰ্েমাদ চন্দৰ্ েমিধ, ডা০ ৰমা েমিধ, আত্মীয়-সব্জনক ইহসংসাৰত এিৰ
ৈথ যায়। কাইৈল িবয়িল নৱগৰ্হ শ্মাশানত েতওঁৰ েশষকৃত� সম্পন্ন কৰা হ'ব। আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয়
খ�ািতসম্পন্ন গিণতজ্ঞ তথা পিৰসংখ�ািবদ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ মৃতু�ত মুখ�মন্তৰ্ী সবর্ানন্দ
েসােণাৱােল গিভৰ েশাক পৰ্কাশ কিৰেছ। এক েশাকবাতর্াত মুখ�মন্তৰ্ীগৰাকীেয় কয় েয
িশক্ষািবদগৰাকীেয় জীৱন কালত গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত িয অৱদান
আগবঢ়াই গ'ল েসয়া সদায় স্মৰণীয় ৈহ ৰ'ব। িশক্ষািবদাগৰাকীৰ িবেদহ আত্মাৰ িচৰশা-
িন্তৰ বােব ভগৱানৰ ওচৰত কামনা কৰাৰ লগেত েশাকসন্তপ্ত পিৰয়ালবগৈল সমেবদনা
জ্ঞাপন কেৰ।

5



৪ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭

আন্তজর্ািতক খ�ািতসম্পন্ন পিৰসংখ�ািবদ ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ
েমিধৰ িবেয়াগ ৷৷

পৃিথৱীৰ পৰ্ায় সকেলা িবখ�াত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত আিজও
পাঠ�পুিথ িহচােপ চিল আেছ ড০ েমিধৰ গৰ্ন্থ

ষ্টাফ িৰপ'টর্াৰ, ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীঃ আন্তজর্ািতক খ�ািতসম্পন্ন পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ অধ�াপক
েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ আৰু নাই। শ‌ুকুৰবােৰ িবয়িল ৩ বজাত বাধর্ক�জিনত কাৰণত মহান-
গৰীৰ িদছপুৰ হাস্পতালত ৯৩ বছৰ বয়সত মৃতু� হয় গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ অৱসৰপৰ্াপ্ত
অধ�াপকজনৰ। ১৯৮৫ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ মুৰবব্ী অধ�াপ-
কৰূেপ অৱসৰগৰ্হণ কৰা অধ�াপক েমিধৰ মৃতু�ৰ বাতিৰেয় ৰাজ�ৰ ৈশিক্ষক আৰু েবৗিদ্ধক
মহলক েশাকস্তł কিৰ িতিলেছ। ১৯২৪ চনত কামৰূপ িজলাৰ ৰামিদয়াৰ পৰ্িসদ্ধ পিৰ-
য়ালত জন্মগৰ্হণ কৰা পৰ্য়াত েমিধেয় কলকাতাত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী
গৰ্হণ কিৰ ১৯৪৯ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগৰ
িশক্ষকৰূেপ েযাগদান কেৰ। ১৯৫৬ চনত েতওঁ েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা িপ এইছ
িড িডগৰ্ী গৰ্হণ কিৰ অসমৈল উভিত আেহ আৰু গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত ৰী়ডাৰ িহচােপ
েযাগদান কেৰ। ১৯৫৯ চনত েতওঁ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ মুৰবব্ী েহাৱাৰ উপিৰ কানাডাৰ
মনেটৰ্ল িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িভিজিটং পৰ্েফছৰ হয়। ১৯৭২ চনত েতওঁ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়
েফকাল্টী অৱ ছােয়ন্সৰ ডীন হয়। ১৯৭৯ চনত েতওঁক ইউ িজ িচেয় ফৰ্ান্সত িভিজিটং
েফল' িহচােপ িনযুিক্ত িদেয়। েতওঁৰ িবখ�াত Stochastic Processesৰ খচৰাখেন
পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ আন্তজর্ািতক েক্ষতৰ্ত েজাকাৰিণ েতালাই নহয় েসইখন িবশব্ৰ বহু
আগশাৰীৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পাঠ�পুিথ ৈহ আিহেছ। ১৯৮৫ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ
পৰা অৱসৰগৰ্হণ কৰাৰ িপছত েতওঁ আেমিৰকাৰ উইছকনিছন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িভিজিটং
পৰ্েফছৰ িহচােপ েযাগদান কেৰ।তাৰ িপছত েতওঁ িবশব্ৰ িবিভন্ন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল আমিন্তৰ্ত
েহাৱাৰ উপিৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ বহু আন্তজর্ািতক সিন্মলনত েযাগদান কেৰ। ১৯৮৭
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চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবিশব্দ�ালেয় পৰ্েফছৰ এিমিৰটাছ সন্মােনেৰ সন্মািনত কৰা েমিধ িকছুিদনৰ
বােব গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ উপাচাযর্ও আিছল। পৰ্য়াত মুখ� মন্তৰ্ী হেতশব্ৰ শইকীয়াৰ
িদব্তীয় কাযর্কালত ৈশিক্ষক সংস্কাৰৰ বােব অসম চৰকােৰ গঠন কৰা আেয়াগৰ অধ�ক্ষ
আিছল িবিশষ্ট িশক্ষািবদজন।এই আেয়াগৰ ৈশিক্ষক সংস্কাৰ পৰ্িতেবদনখন অসমই নহয়
েদশৰ আন ৰাজ�েতা গৰ্হণেযাগ� েহাৱােটা উেল্লখনীয়। অধ�াপক েমিধৰ মৃতু� অসমৰ
ৈশিক্ষক জগতৰ অপূৰণীয় ক্ষিত বুিল িচিহ্নত ৈহেছ।

১০ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭

এজন অসমীয়া িবশব্ নাগিৰক
েতিতয়া েতওঁৰ বয়স আিছল মাতৰ্ ২১ বছৰ। কলকাতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা এজন

অসমৰ ছাতৰ্ই েসাণৰ পদকসহ উত্তীণর্ ৈহিছল স্নাতেকাত্তৰ পৰীক্ষাত। তাৰ পাছত েতওঁ
উভিত েচাৱা নািছল। ২৪ বছৰ বয়সেত েতওঁ কটন মহািবদ�ালয়ত অধ�াপক িহচােপ
িনযুিক্ত লাভ কিৰিছল। েসয়াই আিছল আৰম্ভিণ। েদেশ সব্াধীনতা লাভ কৰাৰ িঠক পাছেতই
আৰম্ভ ৈহিছল েতওঁৰ অধ�াপনা। তাৰ পাছত কৰ্মানব্েয় েতওঁ আগ‌ুৱাই ৈগিছল। গেৱষণা
আৰু গিণত-পিৰসংখ�াক গেৱষণাৰ িবষয় িহচােপ ৈল েতওঁ সমগৰ্ িবশব্েৰ পিৰসংখ�ািবদ-
গিণতজ্ঞসকলৰ দৃিষ্ট আকষর্ণ কিৰিছল। আেমিৰকা যুক্তৰাষ্টৰ্, কানাডা পৰ্ভূিত েদশৰ
আগশাৰীৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ গেৱষকসকলৰ দৃিষ্টত েতওঁ ৈহ পিৰিছল একক, অনন�। েসই
ব�িক্তজন আিজ এইখন অসমত নাই। িকন্তু িবশব্ৰ গিণতজ্ঞ আৰু পিৰসংখ�ািবদসকলৰ
মাজত েতওঁ এিতয়াও অধ�য়ন আৰু গেৱষণাৰ সমল ৈহ পিৰেছ। েতওঁৰ গেৱষণাৰ
আঁত ধিৰেয় এিতয়াও বহু গেৱষেক গেৱষণা কমর্ আগবঢ়াই িনেছ। েতওঁ গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগৰ একালৰ অধ�াপক েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ। ১৯৫২
চনৰ পৰা ইংেলণ্ডৰ মানেচষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত িবশব্িবখ�াত পৰ্াধ�াপক এম এছ বাটর্েলটৰ
অধীনত পিৰসংখ�া িবষয়ত গেৱষণা কেৰ। তাৰিপছেৰ পৰাই িবিভন্ন আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় গেৱষণা
পতৰ্ত পৰ্কাশ পায় েতওঁৰ গেৱষণা কমর্। আচলেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত অধ�াপনা
কিৰও েয এজন অসমৰ অধ�াপেক িনজৰ গেৱষণা কমর্ক সমগৰ্ িবশব্ৈল িবলাই িদব পািৰ,
তাৰ উৎকৃষ্ট িনদশর্ন হ'ল পৰ্য়াত েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ। গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত অধ�াপনা
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কিৰ থকা সময়েত েতওঁ কানাডা মিন্টৰ্ল িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, টেৰেন্টা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়,আেমিৰকাৰ
উইকিচন িবশব্িবদালয় আিদত অিতিথ অধ�াপকৰূেপ অধ�াপনা কেৰ। আনহােত, েদশৰ
িভতৰেৰ িডবৰ্ুগড়, িদল্লী, চণ্ডীগড়, কলকাতা, গ‌ুজৰাট, পাটনা, কুৰুেক্ষতৰ্, পুেন, মাদৰ্াছ,
উৎকল, ওচমািনয়া, িতেৰাপিট্ট আিদ িবিভন্ন িবশব্িবদ�ালয় পৰ্ায় আটাইেকইখন আইআিটেত
েতওঁ অিতিথ অধ�াপকৰূেপ েসৱা আগবঢ়ায়। ইয়াৰ মাজেত িবিভন্ন গেৱষণা পতৰ্ত েতওঁৰ
গেৱষণাধমর্ী েলখাৰ পৰ্কাশ েহাৱাৰ উপিৰও পাঁচখন মূল�ৱান গৰ্ন্থ েতওঁ িলিখ উিলয়ায়।
আচলেত, কম শŀত ক'বৈল গ'েলও জীৱতৈক িবশাল যাৰ কমর্ৰািজ, েসই মানুহজেনই
েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ। িকন্তু আচলেত, গেৱষক-অধ�াপক েহাৱাৰ উপিৰও েতওঁৰ জীৱনৰ
িযেকােনা িবপযর্য়েক হাঁিহমুেখ গৰ্হণ কিৰব পৰা ক্ষমতাৰ অিধকাৰী আিছল। কাৰণ, ৩২
বছৰ বয়সেত েতওঁ মধুেমহ েৰাগত আকৰ্ান্ত ৈহও ভািঙ পৰা নািছল। জীৱনৰ কিঠন
সাধনাৰ মােজিদ জীৱনক আগবঢ়াই িন েতওঁ মধুেমহ েৰাগেকা জয় কিৰিছল। কাৰণ, ৩২
বছৰ বয়সেত মধুেমহ েৰাগত আকৰ্ান্ত ৈহও েতওঁ এজন যুৱকৰ দেৰই অসীম কমর্সৃ্পহা
ৈল ৯৩ বছৰ বয়স পযর্ন্ত চলাই িনিছল সুন্দৰ জীৱন। এয়াই আচলেত জীৱনৰ কিঠন
পৰ্ত�াহব্ান এেকাটােকা েহলাৰেঙ আগ‌ুৱাই িনয়াৰ সাহস আৰু মূলমন্তৰ্। এেন েলাকৰ
জীৱন চযর্াৰ পৰা অন্তত এই ভািঙ নপৰাৰ িবষয়েটােকা যিদ গৰ্হণ কৰা যায়, েতেনহ'েল
সাধাৰণ মানুহৰ জীৱনেকা অসাধাৰণ কিৰ েতালাৰ সাহস আৰু েপৰ্ৰণা দুইটাই ল'ব
পািৰ।
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News

4 February 2017

World famous statistician Prof JP Medhi
passes away

Staff reporter, GUWAHATI, Feb 3: Internationally acclaimed
statistician Prof Jyoti Prasad Medhi, who is regarded to be one
of the modern statisticians of the world, died at a city hospital
around 5.45 pm today due to old-age ailments. He was 93.
He had presided over the statistics section of the 1979 session
of the Indian Science Congress and was elected president of
the Assam Science Society in 1981.
Medhi has authored five famous books and his Stochastic

Processes (John Viley & Sons, New York, 1982) is accepted as
a text book by almost all the universities of the world. His
other books include -- Recent Developments in Bulk Queueing
Models (Wily Eastern Ltd New Delhi, 1984); Stochastic Models
in Queueing Theory (Academic Press, San Diego, USA, 1991,
revised 2003); Statistical Methods (Wiley Eastern Ltd, New
Delhi, 1992), etc.
Born in 1924, Prof Medhi obtained his M Sc degree in

pure mathematics from Calcutta University and won two
gold medals for his best performance among the candidates
appearing in the M Sc final examination that year.
He joined the Cotton College in 1948 as a teacher and

then joined the Gauhati University as a teacher in 1949 in
its mathematics and statistics department. In 1952, he went
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to Manchester University, UK for higher studies and obtained
an M Sc degree in statistics from that university in 1954.
In 1956, Paris University conferred the D Sc degree on him

and that year he returned to GU, which promoted him to the
post of reader the same year. In 1985, he retired as a professor.
Between 1967 and 1969, Prof Medhi served the Montreal

University, Canada as a visiting professor. During that period,
he served the Toronto University in Canada and Wilkinson
University in the US, as a visiting professor.
Prof Medhi served Dibrugarh, Delhi, Chandigarh, Calcutta,

Gujarat, Patna, Kurukshetra, Pune, Madras, Utkal, Osmania,
Tirupati, Ambalay universities and IIT Kanpur, IIT Madras,
IIT Bombay, IIM Kolkata, IIT Guwahati, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Bidyapeeth etc., as invited professor.
The State government engaged him in preparing a number

of reports on various issues concerning developmental activities.
He served as member of various commissions like the UPSC,
University Grants Commission etc.
He leaves behind his wife, two sons, including Prof

Dipankar Medhi of Missouri University, two daughters and
a host of relatives. His last rites will be performed at the
Navagraha cremation ground here at 3 pm tomorrow.
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4 February 2017

Dr Jyoti Prasad Medhi breathes his last
BY OUR STAFF REPORTER GUWAHATI, Feb 3: World

renowned statistician, Professor Emeritus and former Head
of Department of Statistics of Gauhati University, Dr Jyoti
Prasad Medhi passed away at a private nursing home in the
city on Friday evening. He was 92. He had been admitted
on January 18 after developing chest complications. Born
in 1924 at Ramdia in the then Kamrup district, JP Medhi
graduated with Honours in Mathematics from Cotton College
securing gold medals, then moving onto Calcutta University
from where he took his masters degree in Pure Mathematics
by topping with record marks. He joined Cotton College
in 1948 as Lecturer of Mathematics, but soon left to join
the Mathematics and Statistics faculty in newly-established
Gauhati University. He then took his MS degree in Statistics
from Manchester University, following it up with D.Sc degree
from Paris University. Professor Medhi retired from the
Department of Statistics, gauhati University in 1985. Two
years later, he was conferred 'Professor Emeritus' status by
Gauhati University; he was also honored with D.Sc degree by
Dibrugarh University, IIT Guwahati and Tezpur University.
He authored several textbooks which are taught as part
of curriculum in several leading varsities and educational
institutes around the world. His research papers are amongst
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the most cited in the field. He also submitted in-depth reports
on education, scientific manpower and other academic issues
to the Assam government at various times, and was associated
with the UPSC, UGC and other prestigious bodies and panels.
Professor Medhi leaves behind two sons, two daughters and
a host of relatives. His last rites will be performed at 3
pm on Saturday at Nabagraha crematorium, family members
informed.
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International Contributors

Professor Jyotiprasad Medhi
–Erol Gelenbe

It is with great sadness, but also with deep gratitude, that I
recall the memory of my friend Professor Jyotiprasad MEDHI
whom we have recently lost from our midst. As I learned of
the sad news from his esteemed son Professor Deep MEDHI, I
was just referring - once again - to my friend Jyotiprasad's books
as I was writing a paper. My gratitude comes for his great
contributions over a long and great career that lasted till these
last few days when he passed away. Mathematics, like language,
is among the very essential human undertakings. It is used by us
all from early childhood to death. Mathematics as Language has
deep philosophical and fundamental roots, yet both are practiced
empirically with a continuum between theory and practice.
When Professor Jyotiprasad MEDHI was beginning his career,

Probability Theory, the branch of Mathematics in which he was
an internationally recognized Master, was still viewed by many
as being part of Physics because of its links with Measurement
and Estimation, and because of the extensive use of Statistics
within Physics. Indeed, Professor MEDHI's PhD advisor, the
French pioneer of Probability Theory, Professor Robert FORTET,
collaborated with the Physicist Andre BLANC-LAPIERRE in their
celebrated treatise on Random Processes and Noise. Jyotiprasad
MEDHI was among those who built Probability Theory into a
branch of Mathematics, without ever forgetting the importance
of its applications to other branches of science, as well as to
industry and commerce, and indeed to our daily lives.
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But my deep gratitude also comes for Jyotiprasad's constant
kindness and friendship to me as a junior person at the
time of our encounter in France, which went on with regular
correspondence until the recent past. His two books from the
1990's and the 2000's are a lasting contribution to the scientific
literature, equal or better in quality to any other that I know
in similar areas, and with a wide international impact. Beyond
his books, his PhD students and other students, with careers
that go beyond India and reach into the United Kingdom,
demonstrate the influence that he has and which will continue
into the foreseeable future. For all these reasons, and for his
human generosity, I share the loss with his family. But am very
proud and deeply grateful to have known Professor Jyotiprasad
MEDHI, and to have counted him as a senior friend.
His legacy continues through his esteemed family, through his

scientific contributions and works, and through us all who have
benefited from his knowledge, wisdom and kindness.

——
Erol Gelenbe is Professor in the Dennis Gabor Chair at Imperial

College, London. He is a Fellow of Institute for Electrical
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), Fellow of Association for
Computing Machinery (ACM), Fellow of the Royal Academy
of Sciences, Arts and Letters of Belgium, Fellow of the Science
Academies of Hungary, Poland and Turkey, Fellow of the National
Academy of Technologies of France, and is a Member of Academia
Europaea.
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J Medhi
–Myron Hlynka

I first "met" Medhi in the 1980's when I encountered a tattered
copy of the first edition of his book "Stochastic Processes" in a
used bookstore in Toronto. I was surprised by the quality and
level of the presentation and somewhat embarrassed by the fact
that I had never heard of the book. For years, it became my
constant companion in my office.
When I later created my Queueing web page in the 1990's,

which included a list of titles of queueing books, I discovered
that Medhi had written a small book focused on Bulk Queueing
Models, and a larger more encompassing book titled Stochastic
Models in Queueing Theory. Both books now sit proudly in my
library.
I remember Medhi asking me via e-mail for some of my

research papers, and I sent him one that involved the Fibonacci
numbers and Markov chains. Even though he was in his late
80's at the time, his mind was still amazingly sharp and he
quickly discovered some new elegant probability results with
the Fibonacci numbers, which he published. I observed how
clever his method was, and I could feel his love for mathematics
and his ability to present it so beautifully. His generosity with
his help and kind words impressed me deeply.
When the third edition of his book Stochastic Processes was

published, I had the opportunity to review it for Technometrics,
and at the time I referred to the book as a "masterpiece." I still
feel that way and I am proud to pay tribute to a great queueing
theorist and a great person.
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——
Myron Hlynka is Professor in the Department of Mathematics

& Statistics, University of Windsor, Canada. His queueing news
site: httʖ://weʈɢ.ʛwʏʔʊʙʕʘ.ʉʇ/ʓʇth/hʒʟʔʑʇ/ʗʛeʛe.htʓʒ

XX

Professor Medhi
–Krishna B. Athreya

Professor Jyotiprasad Medhi was a distinguished professor of
probability theory and mathematical statistics at the University of
Guwahati, in Assam, India. He was instrumental in making that
department well recognized throughout India and many parts of
the world. Professor Medhi chose to stay in his home state of
Assam for almost all of his academic career and was responsible
for the development and flourishing of probability theory and
mathematical statistics in all of northeast India.
I have had the good fortune to know Professor Medhi

personally and professionally over many decades. When I
returned to India after my stay at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison right after my PhD, Professor Medhi was the first to
invite me to Gauhati to give some lectures as a National Lecturer.
This was in early seventies. Both he and his wife have always
been most hospitable to me and made me feel like one of their
family. I will personally miss him very much.
To Assam, India and the world the contributions of Professor

Medhi were very significant. He will be greatly missed.
——
Krishna B. Athreya is a distinguished professor emeritus of

Mathematics and Statistics at the Iowa State University, USA.
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An Appreciation and A Tribute to
Professor Medhi

–Tata Subba Rao

I am writing this small note in appreciation of Prof J.P.Medhi.
Only 3 weeks ago, I received an email from him that he and Mrs
Medhi are OK. Given their ages, he said they cannot complain
of their health. This single word summarises his whole attitude
to his life and the way he took everything, say, joy, pain and
suffering in his stride. If I have to say briefly about him, I
can wholeheartedly say that he was very kind, understanding,
sympathetic, and generous.
Let me give a brief count of my first encounter with him which

I can never forget. It was in the year 1962 when I was doing an
M.Sc. degree (final year) at Karnataka University, Dharwar. I was
interested in doing research leading to a Ph.D. in Statistics. I was
not aware of many qualified supervisors, and I asked for advice
of one of the lecturers in Economics Department who worked
at Gauhati University in Prof Medhi's department. Immediately,
he said that I should write to Prof Medhi and request him to
take me as his Ph D student. He said Prof Medhi is kind and
sympathetic to young students. I was only 19 years old and
very immature. I think it was May/June 1962 that I wrote him
a long letter requesting him to take me as his Ph.D. student
and support my application for a UGC scholarship (200 Indian
Rupees per month for 3 years) just announced by the Ministry
of Education, Govt of India. That was the first time that UGC
recognised Statistics as a Science subject. Within 3 weeks of
posting of my letter, I received a reply from him informing me
that he will be happy to supervise and support my application
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for a Ph.D. grant. He suggested that he would like to supervise
in the area of Time Series, and he believes that this area is of great
interest and useful in future. I must now state that his vision,
in fact, was correct and am still working in this great area even
after 50 years. I am very grateful to him for introducing me to
this area and as a result of this, I have met many distinguished
scientists from all over the world. Fortunately, I was invited by
many universities/institutions from abroad and still I am getting
invitations to visit many universities in Europe, India, Japan etc.
I owe a great debt to Prof Medhi for suggesting this topic, which
resulted in these invitations and successes.
A friend of mine informed me in August 1962 that I was

one of the scholars selected for the UGC scholarship along with
two more from other universities. He found an announcement
from the Ministry in various local and National newspapers. He
sent me paper cuttings where the name of the candidate, along
with the name of the university, and the name of the supervisor
appeared. I was overjoyed and asked my father what I should do.
He advised me to go and see Prof Medhi as soon as possible.
Even though my father was seriously ill, his advice was clear
and straight and not to miss an opportunity. My father passed
away in January 1963. I did not receive any letter from the
UGC, neither from the Gauhati University. Even without these,
I decided to proceed to Gauhati in Aug/Sept 1962 ( Gauhati is
a far away place from Andhra, that too for a 19 yr old boy)
after exhaustive consultations with my father and brothers. The
train journey from Kakinada (Andhra) to Guwahati I can never
forget. It was a very long, arduous, very tiring journey. And I
remember I changed 3 trains and it took almost 40 hrs. I doubt
whether I can survive such a long train journey now. I am sure
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things are different now.
I realised as soon as I reached Gauhati, I have to cross the

Brahmaputra river at a small railway station by the name Pandu
by boat (enormous size) as the Railway Bridge was still under
construction. I think the Bridge was opened for train services
and for people in late November or October (I am not certain of
the date of openings). When I saw the huge boat with people
carrying their household possessions including domestic animas,
goats, cows, elephants etc, and saw people who looked somewhat
different (then I never met people from North East). I felt that I
made a wrong decision and I should have stayed back in Andhra.
Since I cannot return back immediately as I was tired, I decided
to go and stay one night at a hotel and go next day to see Prof
Medhi. If things do not get better, return to Andhra-that was
my thought. It did not occur to me that he may not be in town
as I did not inform him. I was carried away with somewhat
adventurous spirit and enthusiasm to do research. On one hand,
I was frightened of the new environment and on the other hand,
the spirit of adventure and my interest in research and to work
with Prof Medhi overtook and I decided that it was not wise to
return to Andhra.
Next day, I hired a Rickshaw (not auto) and requested the

rickshaw person to take me to the university. Fortunately, when
I went to the Mathematics Department (Statistics was a part of
the Mathematics department at that time), I was told that he was
in his office, which has got swinging doors. I went inside stood
there in front of him and declared myself to be his new Ph.D.
student. He told me that he does not have any Ph.D. students
and did not agree to take any one. I felt like an unwanted child.
Then I have reminded him about his letter of support of UGC
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application. He remembered and told me that neither he nor the
university received any official letter from UGC and as such he
cannot accept me and I have to wait until the official letter. I
was very upset and told him that the information given in the
newspapers cannot be wrong and I have no intention of going
back. The fact was that he did not expect that I will get the grant
as the UGC gave only 3 scholarships in Statistics for the whole
country. Of course I did not too. He was surprised to see me.
He sympathised with my plight and felt sorry that I came all

the way and, I think, he realised that I was stubborn too and
decided not too return. He realised that he had to help me and
immediately asked me whether I know any Andhra students or
staff at the university. When I said no, he asked me to contact two
Telugu speaking lecturers in other departments and wrote a note
and asked me to visit their homes on the campus. Accordingly, I
went and met them and they were kind and invited me to come
and stay with them. I stayed with them for few days. In the
mean time, Professor Medhi arranged one room in one of the
Assam Type halls and the accommodation was free. He later
told me that he has spoken to the VC, Registrar and Cashier
regarding my UGC scholarship, and the University agreed to
give me a scholarship of 100 IRS per month if I did not get the
UGC grant so that I can carry on my research. Fortunately I got
the UGC grant, later CSIR grant which gave me 50 Rs more +
1000 Rs for books and stationery which I accepted.
Without Prof Medhi's support and help I could not have stayed

for 3 years in Guwahati. After finishing my Ph.D., he suggested
that I should go abroad, preferably to Manchester where he did
his M.Sc. under the guidance of Prof M.S. Bartlett, F.R.S., a very
distinguished statistician. Even though I left Gauhati and India,
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we have been in touch. I see him regularly in India and enjoyed
seeing him and talking to him. Many Indians, like myself left
India for better future and better prospects and did not contribute
to India that much one would expect. Of course, in recent years,
we see a small change in the sense that many young Indian
scientists are taking time off to return to India and help in it s
development. I wish this trend should continue.
Professor Medhi decided to stay back in India and help in

the development of Statistics in Assam, in the North East and
in India, in general, sacrificing many offers he got from several
institutes and universities abroad. He was happy that he made
a contribution to the society and achieved most of the things he
wanted to achieve. He was proud of his wife, his two sons, two
daughters, and their spouses and his many grand children.
He had a fruitful, happy and long life.
I miss him very badly and I hope I can visit Guwahati in the

future as I promised to him very often to pay my respects to
him.

——
Tata Subba Rao retired from The University of Manchester and
is now designated an emeritus professor status. He was Professor
Medhi's first Ph.D. student at Gauhati University.
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Professor Medhi
–Narendra Kumar Govil

I am very sad to learn that Professor Medhi passed away.
My association with Professor Medhi goes back to nearly five
decades. I met Professor Medhi for the first time in 1968 when
he came to the University of Montreal, Canada as a Visiting
Professor in the Mathematics Department, where I had just
completed my Ph.D. and took a faculty position with Concordia
University, also located in Montreal. Although he was quite
senior to me both professionally and in age and I always
considered him as my mentor, but due to his very friendly
nature, he never made me feel that way and treated me just
as his friend. As a result, we built up a very close and friendly
relationship from then on. In Montreal, we were living very close
to each other and so I, with my wife and son, very frequently
visited his home and always enjoyed Mrs. Medhi's very generous
hospitality. In the weekends, we often went on long drives and
when he completed his stay at Montreal and was about to go
back to Guwahati, he stayed with us for a few days since his lease
at his apartment had expired. During our meetings in Montreal,
he encouraged me to return back to India and I am glad that
I followed his advice because returning back to India provided
me and my family a very good and great learning experience.
In 1970, I moved on to IIT-Delhi to take up a faculty position in

the Mathematics Department. While in IIT-Delhi, he often visited
us and stayed with us. He was a very learned person and his
staying with us provided me and my family opportunity to learn
from him. On one occasion, he invited me to Guwahati as an
external examiner for one of his Ph.D. students. I remember
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giving a talk in his department and fully enjoyed visiting
Guwahati, and the generous hospitality of Mrs. Medhi and her
two daughters. During my visit to Guwahati, I met several
faculty members in Professor Medhi's department and realized
that he commanded a great respect from the entire faculty in
his department. He was a great soul and his mentorship has
althrough been very valuable to me.
After working for several years at IIT-Delhi, I moved to USA

to join as Visiting Professor at Auburn University where I stayed
on a permanent basis. Besides being a great human being,
Professor Medhi was also an excellent mathematician and made
great impact in teaching and research. He wrote some excellent
books, and I remember that for some time his book on Stochastic
Process was even followed as a textbook in my department here
at Auburn. This shows the depth of his work and the value it
provided to academics and students around the world.
When Deepankar contacted me to let me know of his passing

away, it made me and my family so sad, and we all in my family
will greatly miss him. My deepest condolences to the family and
May God rest his soul in peace.

——
Narendra Kumar Govil is a professor of Mathematics at Auburn
University, USA.
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In memory of Professor Jyotiprasad Medhi
–Mohan L. Chaudhry

Professor Emeritus Jyotiprasad Medhi won several gold medals
while he was studying. Besides getting D. Sc. in Probability and
Statistics from the Université of Paris, he got several honorary
D. Sc. Degrees. He served in several academic appointments
including deanship and visiting professorships in Canada, U.K.,
France, and U. S. A. He was offered vice-chancellorship by a
couple of universities, but declined in favour of devoting his
time and energies towards advanced research and writings. He
served in professional societies in various capacities. Besides,
publishing a large number of papers, he also published several
books. He was both an excellent teacher and a researcher as
well as a thorough gentleman. During his long career, Jyoti
collaborated with scholars in many countries and mentored a
large number of students, many of whom now teach and conduct
their own research all over the world. We all are really going to
miss him.

——
Mohan L. Chaudhry is a professor in the Department of

Mathematics and Computer Science at Royal Military College
of Canada.
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Prof. J. Medhi
–C.V. Damaraju

My introduction to Prof. J. Medhi’s work began at the Banaras
Hindu University with his brilliant book on the Stochastic
Processes (1983, first reprint edition). The quote on the very
first page "Kalo hi eko nityasca Vyapakah" described his genius
in conceptualizing time and its relation to stochastic processes.
I cherished every chapter of his book as it taught me the
elegant mathematics behind important concepts, methods and
applications. Years later, I had the great fortune to meet him
in person when he visited the USA on a personal trip. His
simplicity and magnificent personality touched me deeply. I was
so overwhelmed by his prolific research and continued interest in
serving statistics and the larger scientific community. Over the
years, I periodically tried to keep up with his latest contributions
in the field and took delight in the impact they produced among
statisticians all over the world. Prof. Medhi made significant
contributions to statistics and was a recognized expert in the
field internationally. He was a great teacher and humanitarian
and cared for his students very much. Prof. Medhi will be
remembered just as the timelessness of the quote in his book.

——
Chandrasekhar Rao V Damaraju, Ph.D., is Director/Leader

of Medical Affairs Cardiovascular, Metabolics and Neuroscience
Statistics & Decision Sciences Janssen Research & Development

25



Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi
–Howard E. Thompson

''A man for all seasons" is defined by The Free Dictionary
as ''a man who is very successful in many types of activity." It
is an apt description of Dr. Medhi as teacher, scholar, scientist,
administrator, advisor to the government, father, and grandfather.
He chose to take all of these roles in his home state of Assam and
excelled at all. He routinely taught, served as department head,
produced path breaking scholarship, served the government with
surveys and reports related to commerce and industry, and was,
for a time, Dean and Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati University. His
accomplishments are breathtaking.
I first met Dr. Medhi in Madison, Wisconsin in 1985 while

he was visiting at the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee.
The occasion was two fathers meeting to discuss the marriage
plans of their children, Deepankar and Karen, who had met as
Ph.D students at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The next
time we met was in 1987 at their wedding ceremony in the
Hindu Temple of Chicago and a few days later for a second
ceremony at Westminster Church in Madison. Although we, as
fathers, may have had reservation about a marriage between two
different cultures our concerns were soon eased as we welcomed
the additions to our respective families as well as two grandsons
we came to share. Dr. Medhi was a second father to my daughter
Karen. At Karen's memorial service after her death in 2014, Dr.
Medhi, via the internet, spoke to those assembled in Kansas City
calling Karen ''an integral part of our family."
Over the years we exchanged holiday greetings, but our paths

never crossed in person until 2016 when we visited the Medhi
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family in Guwahati. Dr. Medhi and Mrs. Medhi met us at
the airport in Guwahati. I felt honored to be met by such a
distinguished scholar as we arrived. Dr. and Mrs. Medhi were
so kind, thoughtful and gracious to us during the visit, we felt
like we were part of the family.
Two recent pictures catch the essence of Dr. Medhi's love for

his grandchildren. While in India in November Dr. Medhi and
my grandson Robby (and his also) were at a soccer match where
they were pictured together smiling with his arm around Robby's
shoulder. The other picture is with his grandson Riddhiman
with the same arm around his shoulders, smiling, with their
forefingers raised showing that they had voted.
Dr. Medhi was truly ''a man for all seasons." May his soul rest

in eternal peace.
——
Howard E. Thompson retired as a professor of finance from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. His second daughter, Karen,
wedded Professor Medhi's eldest son, Deepankar, in 1987.
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(via email: February 5, 2017)

Deep,

I am very sorry to hear of your father's passing. He was evidently
a very eminent scholar, who contributed much not only to India
but also to many other countries. It is comforting that the world
has such people, but hard when we lose them.

Best regards,

Steve
——
Steve Robinson is a professor emeritus at the University of

Wisconsin-Madison. He was Professor Medhi's elder son's
doctoral dissertation advisor.

(via email: February 7, 2017)

Deep,

Many thanks for forwarding this. Yes -- we shared a mutual
interest in bulk service queues -- his work was inspiring.

He lived a long and productive life. This is what we all aspire for.

Warren

------------------------------
Warren B. Powell
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Professor, Department of Operations Research and Financial
Engineering
http://www.castlelab.princeton.edu

——
Warren Powell, Professor at Princeton University, completed his 
Ph.D. at MIT in 1981. His doctoral work benefited from Professor 
Medhi's early work on bulk queues---Powell wrote to him by 
postal mail back at that time, asking for his papers on bulk 
queues.

(via email: April 4, 2017)

Dear Lata,
Our heart felt condolences for the loss of a great personal friend
and coauthor Professor Medhi. I sent a message in his mail.
I got your e-mail address for Prof Manju Agarwal. He was at
Hamilton quite a few times. I met him at Guwahati when I went
to Kumarikatta a few years back. He insisted to visit his place
even for a few moments. He was loving and caring. We miss
him dearly.
Best wishes, Sri Gopal Mohanty
-------------------------------------------
Sri Gopal Mohanty
Emeritus Professor
Mathematics and Statistics
McMaster University
Canada
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পৰ্বন্ধ: বাতিৰকাকত

এজন েশৰ্ষ্ঠ অসমীয়া
–অমৰেজ�ািত েচৗধুৰী

েতওঁৰ নাম উচ্চাৰন কিৰেলই হ'ল। লেগ লেগ উজিল উেঠ েতওঁৰ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ মুখেবাৰ।
বয়সীয়া, অাদবয়সীয়াৰ পৰা চফল েডকা-গাভৰুৈলেক িবিভন্ন বয়সৰ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ী আিছল
েতওঁৰ। েতওঁেলাকৰ পৰ্েত�কজনেৰ মুখত আৈখ ফুটািদ ফুেট িশক্ষকগৰাকীৰ পৰ্িত অকৃিতৰ্ম
শৰ্দ্ধা। চকুেৱ-মুেখ ফুিট উেঠ েতওঁেলাকৰ িশক্ষা জীৱনক গিত িদয়াৰ কৃতজ্ঞতা। িজৱনক
িদশ িদয়াৰ কৃতজ্ঞতা। মানুহজেন েযিতয়া েখাজকািঢ় যায় েতিতয়া ভিক্তত মূৰ েদাঁ খাই
যায় আন পিণ্ডত অথৱা সাধাৰনজনৰ। অথচ মানুহজেন কয়— 'িকেনা কিৰব পািৰেলা েমাৰ
ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ কাৰেন? িকন্তু সঁচাৈকেয় েতওঁেলাকৰ ভালৰ কাৰেন বহুত িকবািকিব কৰাৰ
মন বুিজছা।' এই উপলিłেৰই ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ ভালৰ কাৰেন বাট েদখুৱাবৈল কাহািনও েনিৰেল
মানুহজেন। আিজ মই শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিল জনাবৈল িবচািৰেছা এেন এজন অসনমান� িশক্ষকেক। এজন
অধ�াপক-িশক্ষািবদক। এৰা, সহজ-সৰল িজৱন আৰু উচ্চ িচন্তাৰ আদশই এক পিৰপূনর্তা
লাভ কৰা েসইজন একাগৰ্ িশক্ষা-সাধনাৰ পৰ্তীক ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ ডাঙৰীয়াৰ পৰ্িত
এয়া েমাৰ শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিল যািচেছা।

মানুহজনৰ মুখত অনবৰত িকবা গিভৰ িচন্তাৰ েৰশ। ছাতৰ্সকেল কয়— েশৰ্নীত দাশর্িনকৰ
দেৰ কথা কয় েতওঁ। উদাহৰেণেৰ সহজ কিৰ িদেয় িবষয়। েসেয় েহেনা েকােনও খিত নকেৰ
েতওঁৰ পাঠ। অথচ মানুহজেন কয়— 'িকেনা কিৰেলা মই? দুটামান অংকেহ কিৰেলা।'
িনেজেতা কিৰেলই, অজসৰ্জনক গেৱষণাৰ বােটা েদখুৱােল মানুহজেন। অথচ তথািপ ক'েল—
'ভাল গেৱষনা কিৰবৈল থািক গ'ল বুিজছা। িকন্তু েচষ্টা কিৰ আেছা িদয়া।' উত্তমৰ পৰা আৰু
উত্তমৰ বােব েচষ্টা— এয়াইেতা এজন পৰ্কৃত িশক্ষািবদৰ িচন।

১৯৮৬ চন। গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িশক্ষৰূেপ মই েযাগ িদেছা েসই বছৰ। অেনক
কৃতিবদ�া িশক্ষক অদ�াপেকেৰ িজিলিক অািছল েসই সময়ৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়। েতওঁেলাক
আিছল েমাৰ দেৰ েসই সময়ৰ নবীনজনৰ বােব এেকা এেকা আদশর্। েখাজকািঢ় েযাৱা উজ্জল
েপৰ্ৰণা। আিম বােট-পেথও িশেকা েতওঁেলাকৰ কথা-বতৰা আৰু আচাৰ-ৱ�ৱহাৰৰ পৰা।
এিদন েদিখিছেলা— দুজন দীঘর্েদহী মানুেহ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ মূল পথেটাৰ কাষৰ পদপেথেৰ
েখাজকািঢ় আিহ আেছ। তােৰ এজন ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ। আনজন ড০ মহম্মদ তােহৰ।
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িপন্ধনত সাধাৰন সাজপাৰ। দুেয়া িকবা গভীৰ আেলাচনাত মগ্ন। লেগ লেগ েমাৰ অনুভব
হ'ল— িশক্ষক দুগৰাকীক েদিখ েযন ধন� হ'ল েমাৰ েসই পুৱােটা। েমাৰ মুখত চােগ িবয়িপ
পিৰিছল েসই উপলিłেৰ আনন্দ। কাৰন ড০ েৰািহণী মহন্তই েমাক েদিখ সুিধেয়ই িদেল—
'িকেহ েডকা িশক্ষক-বৰ স্ফিতর্ত আছা েদেখাঁ!' মই েমাৰ েসই সময়ৰ উপলিłৰ কথা
েতওঁক ক'েলা। েতওঁ এইবাৰ েমাক টৰপাই সুিধেল— বুিজেলা, েতওঁেলাকক েদিখ েতামাৰ
ভাল লািগেছ। িকন্তু কথা হ'ল— িকয়? 'মই উত্তৰ িদেলা— কাৰন েমাৰ এেন লািগেছ েযন
আিজ পুৱােত েমাৰ দুজন অন�তম েশৰ্ষ্ঠ অসমীয়াক এেকলেগ েদখাৰ েসৗভাগ� হ'ল।' েমাৰ
কােষ কােষ েখাজকািঢ় আিহ থকা মহন্ত অলপ সময়ৰ বােব ৈৰ গ'ল। েকাৱােচান েকাৱা,
িকয় অন�তম েশৰ্ষ্ঠ অসমীয়া বুিল ক'লা এই দুজনক?' মই ক'েলা— েতওঁেলাক দুেয়াজন
িনজ িনজ িবষয়ৰ িকমান ভাল িশক্ষক— েতওঁেলাকৰ জ্ঞান িকমান গভীৰ েসয়ােতা মই
এেখত দুজনৰ ছাত-ছাতৰ্ীৰ মুখতেতা সদায় শ‌ুিনেয় আিহেছা। অসিময়া ভাষা আৰু কৃিষ্টৰ
পৰ্িতও েতওঁেলাক দুেয়ােৰ িকমান শৰ্দ্ধা তােকা শ‌ুিনেছা। মানুহ িহচােপও িকমান ভাল েসয়াও
শ‌ুিনেছা। ছাতৰ্ ছাতৰ্ী আৰু িকমান সহায় কেৰ, েসয়াও শ‌ুিনেছা। ইমান কৃিততব্ৰ িপচেতা
েতওঁেলাক দুেয়াজেনই িয িবনয়, িয নীিতিনষ্ঠ সাধাৰন িজৱন যাপনৰ নমুনা, েসয়া েমাৰ
ভাল অসমীয়া মানুহৰ ধাৰণাৰ ৈসেত িমিল েযাৱা েযন লােগ এেকৱােৰ। েসই কাৰেণই
ৈকেছা— অন�তম েশৰ্ষ্ঠ অসমীয়া।'থুঁতিৰত হাত িদ মানুহজেন অলপ পৰ ভািবেল। তাৰ
িপচত লােহ লােহ ক'েল— 'েতামাৰ কথাত মেয়া একমত বুিজছা।' ৈকেয়ই খৰেখদাৈক গ‌ুিচ
গ'ল ড০ েৰািহণী মহন্ত। আিজ িলিখবৈল ৈল েসই কথাই মনত িভৰ কিৰেছিহ েমাৰ। আিজ
িকন্তু অনুভব ৈহেছ— এজন সাথর্ক িবশব্নাগিৰেকা েতওঁ। লােহ লােহ তােক ক'বৈল ৈলেছা।

মই শ‌ুিনিছেলা— এবাৰ কিব হীেৰন ভটাচাযর্ই েমিধ ছাৰৰ ৰাজহুৱা সমব্ধর্নাৰ বােব এটা
উেদ�াগ ৈলিছল। িবচািৰিছল ৰাজ�ৰ সকেলােৰ ৈসেত েতওঁক এবাৰ সমব্ধর্না জনাবৈল। নয়ন
পৰ্সাদ আৰু লাবু েসনাপিতও আিছল েসই উেদ�াগেৰ অংশ। েমিধ ছাৰৰ িকন্তু এেন সমব্ধর্নাৰ
পৰ্িত তীবৰ্ অনীহা। েকােনাপেধ�ই সন্মত নহয় ছাৰ।েতওঁৰ বক্তব�— 'নয়ন পৰ্সাদ! সমব্ধর্না
পাবৈল িকেনা কিৰেছােহ মই?' এিদন দীঘলীয়া আেলাচনাৰ অন্তত অিনচ্ছা সেতব্ও েমিধ
ছােৰ েসই সমব্ধর্না ল'বৈল সন্মত হ'ল। িকন্তু িপচিদনাই েফান কিৰ ছােৰ নয়ন পৰ্সাদক
অনুেৰাধ কিৰেল— এই অনুষ্ঠান আেয়াজন কৰাৰ পৰা িবৰত থািকবৈল। যুিক্ত এেকই—
'িকেনা কিৰেছােহ েয সমব্ধর্না পাব লােগ?' অসমীয়া ক্ৃিষ্টত িবনয়ৰ িয িশক্ষা আেছ, তাৰ
েযন মূতর্ ৰূপ এই েমিধ ছাৰ। িহেৰন ভট্টাচাযর্ই ৈকিছল— িকয়? অসমক িবশব্ৰ আগত
আেপানাৰ পািণ্ডত�ই িচনািক কিৰ িদয়া নাই জােনা? আপুিনেতা অনায়ােস বািহৰৰ অনুষ্ঠানত
থািক যাব পািৰেলেহঁেতন। েসয়ােতা আপুিন নকিৰেল।' েমিধ ছােৰ েহেনা লাজুক হাঁিহ এটা
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মািৰ ৈকিছল— ৰাজ�খনৰ বােব আৰু যিদ বহুত কিৰব পািৰেলােহঁেতন েততীয়া অৱেশ� কথা
সুিকয়া আিছল! িকন্তু কৰােটা নহ'ল।' েসই উেদ্দেশ�ই েতওঁৰ পিণ্ডত�ক অহৰহ শান িদবৈল
এৰা নািছল মানুহজেন।

১৯৭৭ চন। মই েতিতয়া অক্সফ'ডর্ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত গেৱষণা কেৰা। এবাৰ তাৰ পৰা
পধাথর্িবজ্ঞানৰ এখন আেলাচনাচকৰ্ত েযাগ িদবৈল ৈগেছা েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল। তােৰ
এজন আেলাচক আিছল েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েৰ। িবৰিতৰ সময়ত কথা-বতৰা হওঁেত েতওঁ
গম পােল— মই অসমৰ। লেগ লেগ েতওঁৰ আচৰেণই সলিন ৈহ গ'ল। েসই সময়েৰ পৰা
েমাৰ দেৰ েসই সময়ৰ সাধাৰণ গেৱষক এজেন েতওঁৰ পৰা িয অসাধাৰণ সন্মান পােলা, তাৰ
কাৰন হ'ল— মই েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ ছাৰৰ েদশৰ। ছাৰৰ গেৱষণাৰ কিনষ্ঠ সহেযাগী আিছল
েহেনা এইগৰাকী অধ�াপক। েতওঁৰ মুখেত ছাৰৰ কথা শ‌ুিনিছেলা এইদেৰ— 'পিৰসংখ�াই
মানুহজনৰ উশাহ-িনশাহ-বুিজেছেন? িয কথা ভািববৈল আমাৰ এমাহ লািগ যায়, েসই কথা
িটিলিকেত কিৰব পােৰ েতওঁ।' েসইদেৰ েহিৰয়ট ৱাট িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েতা এবাৰ লগ পাইিছেলা
েতওঁৰ গ‌ুনগৰ্াহী এজনক। েমিধ ছাৰৰ েদশৰ মানুহ বুিল েতওঁৰ পৰাও পাইিছেলা িবেশষ
সন্মান। এিদন েতওঁ েমাক ৈল ৈগিছল তােৰ এটা েশৰ্নীেকাঠাৈল। তাৰ ল'ৰা-েছাৱালীেবাৰৰ
হােত হােত আিছল এখন িকতাপ। েমিধ ছােৰ িলখা— 'Stochastic Processes'।
েমিধ ছাৰৰ িচন্তা িবশব্েত িকদেৰ সমাদৃত ৈহ আেছ, তাৰ পিৰস্কাৰ পৰ্মান পাইিছেলা মই
এইদেৰই। অথচ েতওঁৰ মুখত পৰ্ায় শ‌ুেনা— িকেনা কিৰেলা মই? পিৰসংখ�ােতা এেক
এেক দুই অংক নহয়। পিৰসংখ�ােতা এটা দশর্ন। েসইখন ৈন পাৰ েহাৱােতা দূৰেৰ কথা—
পাৰেতই থািকেলা বুিজছা।' এেনকুৱা িবনয় মানুহজনৰ! েকৱল িবনেয়ই নহয়— েসই ৈনৰ
পৰ্িতেটা ভাঁজ িচিন েলাৱাৰ েকৗতূহেলই সজীৱ কিৰ ৰািখিছল মানুহজনক।

েমাখিন মািৰবৈল হ'েল এইজন আিছল পিৰসংখ�াৰ এজন ওজা। অসমেতই থািক ইয়াৰ
ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ বােব েতওঁ অপর্ন কিৰেল সমগৰ্ জীৱন। বাট েদখুৱােল িশক্ষাৰ, গেৱষণাৰ আৰু
জীৱনৰ। লগেত িনজৰ পিণ্ডত�েৰ উপকৃত কিৰ গ'ল সমগৰ্ িবশব্ক। ওেৰেটা জীৱন েতওঁৰ
মাজেত অকু্ষণ্ণ ৰ'ল সততা, িবনয় আৰু ন�ায়িনষ্ঠাৰ আেটামেটাকািৰ ৰূপ। েসেয় অনুভব
হয় এজন অনন� িশক্ষক েতওঁ। এজন েশৰ্ষ্ঠ অসমীয়া। এজন েশৰ্ষ্ঠ অসমবাসী। এজন েশৰ্ষ্ঠ
িবশব্নাগিৰক। আৰু পিৰপূণর্ অথর্ত এজন আদর্শ পুৰুষ।

——
অমৰেজ�ািত েচৗধুৰী এজন উেল্লখ েযাগ� পদাথর্ িবজ্ঞানী আৰু সািহিত�ক৷

— পৰ্কাশ: অসমীয়া পৰ্িতিদন, ১১ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭
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েজ�ািত েমিধ- এক িবৰল িবনয়ী পৰ্জ্ঞাৰ আকৰ
–ভৱ কুমাৰ শমর্া

অসমৰ এগৰাকী সুেযাগ� সন্তান েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ আমাৰ মাজৰ পৰা আঁতিৰ গ'ল
িনৰেল। িন:সেন্দেহ েতেখত আিছল অসমৰ মািটত ওপজা সেবর্াত্তম িবচক্ষণ গিণতজ্ঞ।
েজ�ািত েমিধ অসমীয়া িবদব্ৎ সমাজৰ এটা নমস� আৰু আদৰৰ নাম। গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া
িবজ্ঞানৰ এেন েকােনা িবষয় নাই, য'ত েমিধ ছাৰৰ দখল নািছল। েতেখতৰ েকইবাখেনা
গেৱষণা-পতৰ্ অিছল িবশব্জুিৰ অসংখ� িপ এইচ িড েথিছিছৰ উৎস। েতেখেত িলখা েকইবাখেনা
গৰ্ন্থৰ 'ষ্ট'কািষ্টক পৰ্'েচেছজ' আৰু 'ষ্ট'কািষ্টক মেডল ইন িকউিয়ং িথয়'ৰী' নপঢ়া পিৰসংখ�া
িবজ্ঞানৰ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ী েনালাব। েকৱল ভাৰতবষর্ই নহয়, পৃিথৱীৰ অেনক িবখ�াত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত
এই দুখন গৰ্ন্থ স্নাতক আৰু স্নাতেকাত্তৰ পযর্ায়ৰ পাঠ�পুিথ িহচােপ অন্তভুর্ক্ত।

েমিধ ছাৰৰ ব�িক্ততব্ত িকন্তু েতেখতৰ পািণ্ডত�ক ৈল েগৗৰৱ েলশমাতৰ্ও নািছল। ছাৰ
েযন আিছল 'িবদ�া দদািত িবনয়ম' নীিতষাৰৰ পৰ্কৃষ্ট উদাহৰণ। নৈবব্ৰ েডওনা পাৰ ৈহও
ছােৰ িনৰিবিচ্ছন্নভােৱ গিণতৰ সাধনা কিৰ আিছল। েযাৱা বছৰৈল ছাৰৰ পৰা সঘনাই েফান
পাইিছেলাঁ— 'েতামােলাকৰ লাইেবৰ্ৰীত বাৰু অমুক নামৰ িকতাপখন আিহিছেন? এবাৰ চাব
পািৰেল ভাল আিছল।' ভািব আচিৰত লােগ েয এই বয়সেতা ছােৰ নতুন পৰ্কািশত গৰ্ন্থ
আৰু গেৱষণা-পতৰ্ৰ খবৰ আৰু িনৰলস অধ�য়ন আৰু গেৱষণা অব�াহত ৰােখ।তােক ৈল
ছাৰৰ আগত আমাৰ িবস্ময় পৰ্কাশ কিৰেল েতেখেত কয়— 'আিজকািল িচন্তাশিক্ত অলপ
কিমেছ, বুিজছা?' আমাৰ এেকা ক'বৈল বাট নাথােক। এইেহন েস্তাকনমৰ্তাত ছাৰৰ পৰ্িত
আেপানা-আপুিন মূৰ েদাঁ খাই যায়।

েজ�ািত েমিধ ছাৰ মােথাঁ এজন গিণতজ্ঞই নহয়, েতেখত িনেজই আিছল এটা পৰ্িতষ্ঠান।
আই আই িট, গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ গিণত িবভাগৈল পৃিথৱীৰ িবিভন্ন পৰ্ন্তৰ পৰা অহা বহু ব�িক্তেয়
ড০ েজ�ািত েমিধৰ লগত এবাৰ সাক্ষাতৰ ব�ৱস্থা কৰাৰ বােব আমাক অনুেৰাধ কেৰ আৰু
আিমও অিত েহঁপােহেৰ আৰু েগৗৰেৱেৰ েতওঁেলাকৰ অনুেৰাধ ৰক্ষা কৰাৰ েচষ্টা কেৰাঁ।
এইসকল ব�িক্তৰ বহুেতই আেকৗ ছাৰক িচিন পায় েতেখেত িলখা গৰ্ন্থ বা গেৱষণা-পতৰ্ৰ
জিৰয়েতেহ। আন িকছুমােন হয়েতা েকিতয়াবা আগেত ছাৰক লগ পাইিছল বা আনৰ মুখত
েতেখতৰ িবষেয় শ‌ুিনিছল। জীৱনত এবাৰ িযেয় েজ�ািত েমিধক লগ পাইেছ, েতওঁেলাকৰ
বােব ছাৰৰ পািণ্ডত� আৰু অমািয়ক সািন্নধ� — দুেয়াটাই পাহিৰব েনাৱাৰা অিভজ্ঞতা। ছাৰ
সম্পেকর্ এটা ব�িক্তগত অিভজ্ঞতাৰ কথা উনুিকয়াব খুিজেছাঁ। আশীৰ দশক। মই েতিতয়া িদল্লী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ স্নাতক পযর্ায়ৰ ছাতৰ্। মই অসমৰ ছাতৰ্ বুিল গম পাই এগৰাকী পিৰসংখ�া
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িবজ্ঞানৰ অধ�াপেক েজ�ািত েমিধৰ িবষেয় সুিধিছল। আিজও ভািব লাজ লােগ েয েসয়া
আিছল েজ�ািত েমিধ নামেটাৰ লগত েমাৰ পৰ্থম পিৰচয়। েমাৰ পৰা সদুত্তৰ নাপাই েসই
অধ�াপকগৰাকীেয় েমাক মৃদু ভৎর্সনা কিৰ বুজাই িদিছল েয েজ�ািত েমিধৰ ৰাজ�ৰ পৰা
অহা গিণতৰ ছাতৰ্ বুিল মই েগৗৰৱেবাধ কৰা উিচত। পৰৱতর্ী কালত ছাৰক মই এিদন এই
অিভজ্ঞতােটাৰ িবষেয় কওঁেত েতেখেত এটা িমিচিকয়া হাঁিহ মািৰ সামিৰ ৈথিছল।

এিদনাখন ছাৰৰ লগত গিণতৰ পৰ্িত ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ ধাউিত বেঢ়াৱা িবষয়ক আেলাচনা কিৰ
থােকােত ছােৰ আিন েমাৰ হাতত েতেখতৰ এখন অসমীয়া িকতাপ িদ ক'েল— '১৯৯৫ চনত
িলখা িকতাপ। িপেছ েমাৰ ঘৰত দুশমান ক'পী পিৰেয়ই থািকল।'

িকতাপখনৰ নাম 'এক দুই েযাগ িবেয়াগ'। িকতাপখনত চকু ফুৰাই িবিস্মত ৈহিছেলাঁ।
সসীম গিণতৰ িবষেয় ইমান সহজ আৰু সাৱলীলভােৱ েকােনাবাই িলিখব পােৰ, েসয়াও
অসমীয়াত! সু্কলৰ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীেয় বুিজব পৰা আেমাদজনক উদাহৰেণেৰ গিণতৰ এটা িবষয়ত
সহেজ েসামাই পিৰব পিৰব পৰা এখন িকতাপ।অকল ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীেয়ই নহয়, গিণতৰ জ্ঞান
নথকা ব�িক্তেয়ও বুিজব পৰা আৰু আেমাদ পাব পৰা িকতাপ। েসয়া আিছল ২০০৫ চনৰ
কথা। অসমীয়া িশশ‌ু আেলাচনী 'সঁফুৰা'ৰ এটা সংখ�াত ছাৰৰ আৰু িকতাপখনৰ িবষেয়
িলিখিছেলাঁ। সঁফুৰা অিফচৰ জিৰয়েত িকতাপখনৰ বাকী থকা িকছু ক'পী িবকৰ্ীৰ বাবদ
েপাৱা ধনিখিন ছাৰক িদবৈল যাওঁেত ছােৰ েসয়িখিন 'সফুৰা'ৰ বােব ব�ৱহাৰ কিৰবৈল
ৈকিছল েহেনা। িকতাপখনৰ পুনৰ পৰ্কাশ কিৰব পৰা হ'েল ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ী উপকৃত হ'ব বুিল
িবশব্াস কেৰাঁ। িপেছ ভাব হয়— পাঠ�পুিথৰ বািহেৰও গিণতৰ চচর্া কৰাৰ অভ�াস গিঢ় েতালা
ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ সামিগৰ্ক িবকাশৰ বােব িকমান ফলপৰ্সূ, েসয়া বুিজ পাবৈল এিটয়াও আমাৰ
বহুত বাকী।

েজ�ািত েমিধ ছাৰৰ খ�ািত িবশব্ব�ািপ যিদও েতেখেত কমর্েক্ষতৰ্ িহচােপ বািছ ৈলিছল ভাৰ-
তক, অসমক। িনজৰ ধৰেণ পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা আৰু গেৱষণা কৰাৰ লগেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ
পিৰসংখ�া িবভাকেটা জাকতিজিলকা কিৰবৈল েতেখত বৰ্তী আিছল। েতেখতৰ পৰ্জ্ঞা গ‌ুৱা-
হাটী আই আই িট, িবেশষৈক ইয়াৰ গিণত িবকাশৰ এটা ডাঙৰ সমল আিছল। িবভাগেটাৰ
জন্মলগ্নৰ পৰাই েতেখতৰ অনুেপৰ্ৰণা আৰু িদহা-পৰামশর্ই আমাক বািধত কিৰ আিহেছ।
২০১৪ চনত আই আই িট, গ‌ুৱাহাটীেয় েতেখতক সন্মনীয় িড এছ িচ িডগৰ্ী পৰ্দান কৰাত
আিম েগৗৰৱািনব্ত ৈহিছেলাঁ।গিণত িবভােগ েতেখতৰ পৰ্িত আমাৰ শৰ্দ্ধা আৰু েস্নহৰ পৰ্তীক
িহচােপ অলপেত 'েজ�ািত েমিধ স্মাৰক বািষর্ক বকৃ্ততা' অনুষ্ঠান পতাৰ িসদ্ধান্ত ৈলেছ।

আনুষ্ঠািনকভােৱ েমিধ ছাৰৰ ছাতৰ্ নহ'েলও েতেখতৰ পৰা িশকাৰ তথা েতেখতৰ িবৰল
ব�িক্ততব্ৰ দব্াৰা অনুপৰ্ািণত েহাৱাৰ েসােযাগ পাইিছেলাঁ আৰু তাৰ বােব সদায় ব�িধত অনুভৱ
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কেৰাঁ। িপেছ মনৰ েকাণত এটা েবদনা অনুভৱ কেৰাঁ েয অসমৰ নতুন পৰ্জন্মই অসমৰ
মািটত ওপজা এইগৰাকী িবশব্বিন্দত গিণতৰ পৰ্জ্ঞাৰ ৈসেত িযমান পিৰিচত হ'ব লােগ, িসমান
নহয়। েসেয় অসমীয়া সমাজৈল আৰু ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ মাজৈল েকেখতৰ জ্ঞান িবয়পাই িনয়াৰ
পৰ্েয়াজনীয়তা সবর্ান্তঃকৰেণ কামনা কেৰাঁ।

——
েলখক আই আই িট, গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ গিণত িবভাগৰ অধ�াপক

— পৰ্কাশ: আমাৰ অসম, ১৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭

XX

সীমাৰ পিৰিধ েনওিচ েযন এক আেলাকবিতর্কা
–িদলীপ শমর্া

১৯৭৫ চনৰ নেবমব্ৰ মাহৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ স্নাতেকাত্তৰ মহলাত (গিণত িবভাগ)
আিম নাম লগাওঁ। এিদন েমাৰ শৰ্দ্ধাৰ িশক্ষক (িদবংগত) অৰিবন্দ েদৱ িমশৰ্ ছােৰ ক'েল
েয পৰ্েফছাৰ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ ছাৰৰ দুই পুতৰ্ েদবু (দীপংকৰ) আৰু বাবলুৰ (শ‌ুভংকৰ)
পঢ়ািখিন মই অলপ চাই িদব লােগ। মই চৰখৰীয়াত পিৰেলা। িবিশষ্ট পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানী
েমিধ ছাৰৰ পািণ্ডত�, ৈবদগ্ধ�ৰ কথা শ‌ুিনেছা।েতওঁৰ পুতৰ্দব্য়ক মই জােনা পঢ়ুৱাব পািৰম?
িমশৰ্ ছাৰৰ আেদশ উেপক্ষা কিৰব েনাৱািৰ মই েতওঁেলাকৰ সাধাৰণ গিণত, উচ্চ গিনত
আৰু মােজ মােজ অসমীয়াও পঢ়ুৱাবৈল ল'েলা। েদবু দশম েশৰ্ণীত, বাবলু অষ্টম েশৰ্ণীত,
কটন কেলিজেয়ট সু্কলত।

পৰ্থম িদনা িবশব্িবদ�ালয় েচৗহদৰ ৬০ নমব্ৰ আবাসৰ েসই িনিদর্ষ্ট েকাঠােটাত পঢ়ুৱাবৈল
বিহ েবৰত ওলমাই েথাৱা েফৰ্মত বেন্ধাৱা কােপাৰ এখন েদিখ িবস্ময়ািভভূত হ'েলা। এখন
কােপাৰত দুখন ভিৰৰ ছাপ েদবুেৱ ক'েল েয েসয়া েতওঁেলাকৰ ককােদউতাকৰ (েদউতাকৰ
েদউতাক) পদিচহ্ন। ককােদউতাকৰ মৃতু� েহাৱাৰ লেগ লেগ েজ�ষ্ঠ পুতৰ্ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধেয়
েসনূ্দৰত িমঠােতল িমহলাই েসই েসনূ্দেৰৰ মৃত িপতৃৰ ভিৰৰ তলুৱা েবালাই েপলােল
আৰু কােপাৰত ভিক্তসহ তাৰ ছাপ ৰািখেল। আঠ বছৰ আেগেয় (২৮ আগষ্ট,২০০৯)
ছাৰৰ িশলপুখুৰীৰ ঘৰৈল যাওঁেত ছােৰ আেথ-বােথ েসইখন িভতৰৰ পৰা আিন েমাক
েদখুৱাইিছল। ছােৰ আেক্ষেপেৰ ৈকিছল েয মাকৰ পদিচহ্নেহ েতওঁ ৰািখব েনাৱািৰেল। িপতৃ-
মাতৃৰ পৰ্িত েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ আিছল অিবিমশৰ্ শৰ্দ্ধা।েতওঁ িনজৰ কীিতর্স্তম্ভ Stochastic
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Processes খন িপতৃ-মাতৃৰ নামত উচগর্া কিৰেছ। এক-দুই, েযাগ-িবেয়াগ িকতাপখনৰ
পাতিনত ৈকেছ েয েতওঁ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ বােব িকতাপ িলখাৰ পৰামশর্ আৰু েপৰ্ৰণা পাইিছল
মাকৰ পৰা।

১৯২৪ চনত কামৰূপ িজলাৰ ৰামিদয়াৰ এটা সম্ভৰ্ান্ত পিৰয়ালত েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ জন্ম
হয়। িপতৃৰ নাম িবনিন্দ চন্দৰ্ েমিধ আৰু মাতৃৰ নাম কাদমব্ৰী েমিধ। কাদমব্ৰী েমিধৰ িপতৃ
সব্নামধন� কািলৰাম েমিধ। েতওঁ তৃতীয়জন অসমীয়া এম এ (পদাথর্ িবজ্ঞান), অসামিৰক
েসৱাৰ িবষয়া, িবিশষ্ট ভাষাতািতব্ক, ৈবষ্ণৱ সািহত�ৰ একিনষ্ঠ েসৱক। েতওঁৰ কিনষ্ঠ পুতৰ্
সুেৰন্দৰ্নাথ েমিধ। পদাথর্ িবজ্ঞানৰ অধ�াপক, েলখক সুেৰন্দৰ্নাথ েমিধৰ আদৰৰ ভািগন হ'ল
েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ। মাহীেয়কহঁতেৰা আদৰৰ 'ভািগন'। ছােৰ েমাক ৈকিছল েয মাহীেয়কহঁতৰ
ল'ৰা-েছাৱালীেয় েতওঁক 'ভািগন দাদা' বুিলেহ মািতিছল। উেল্লখ কিৰব পািৰ েসৗৰভ কুমাৰ
চিলহাই অশান্ত ইেলɄনখন 'ভািগনক' অপর্ণ কিৰেছ। েসৗৰভ কুমাৰ চিলহাৰ গভীৰ ভক্ত
েদবুেৱ েমাক ৈকিছল েয এবাৰ মাক পৰ্ীিত (মীৰা) েমিধৰ েসাণৰ আঙিঠ এটা েহৰাল। তােক
ৈল েসৗৰভ কুমাৰ চিলহাই ৰচনা কিৰেল এটাঅনবদ� গল্প 'ইৰা' (দুপৰীয়া গল্প সংকলনত
সিন্নিৱষ্ট)।

েমিধ পিৰয়ালৰ উপিৰপুৰুষৰ িদচাংমুখত েবতৰ ৱ�বসায় আিছল। েসইবােব িবনিন্দ
চন্দৰ্ েমিধেয় িডবৰ্ুগড়ত পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা কেৰ। িপচত িডবৰ্ুগড়েত থািনকা পািত েতওঁ ওকালিত
কিৰবৈল লয়। েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধেয় িডবৰ্ুগড়ত িশক্ষা আৰম্ভ কেৰ, েপানেত েগৰ্েহমবজাৰ
মজলীয়া িবদ�ালয়ত, িপচত িডবৰ্ুগড় চৰকাৰী হাইসু্কলত। তাৰ পৰা ১৯৪০ চনত কলকাতা
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ অধীনত পৰ্েৱিশকা পৰীক্ষাত ষ্টাৰসহ পৰ্থম িবভাগত উত্তীণর্ হয়। ১৯৪৪ চনত
কটন কেলজৰ পৰা গিণতত অনাছর্সহ িব এছ িচ পৰীক্ষাত উত্তীণর্ হয়। িব এছ িচ পৰীক্ষাত
পাৰদিশর্তা েদখুওৱা বােব দুটাৈক েসাণৰ পদক পায়— এটা ছুডামাছর্ন েসাণৰ পদক আৰু
আনেটা ৰজনীকান্ত বৰাট েসাণৰ পদক। তাৰ িপচত কলকাতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয় পৰা েমৗিলক
গিণত (Pure Mathematics) এম এছ িচ িডগৰ্ী লয়। এম এছ িচ পৰীক্ষােতা েদেৱন্দৰ্নাথ
গংেগাপাধ�য় েসাণৰ পদক আৰু স্নাতেকাত্তৰ েসাণৰ পদক লাভ কেৰ। ১৯৪৮চনত েতওঁ কটন
কেলজৰ গিণত িবভাগত িশক্ষক িহচােপ েযাগ িদেয়। ১৯৪৯ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত
িশক্ষক িহচােপ েসামায়।

অসম চৰকাৰৰ পৰা দহ েহজাৰ টকাৰ ঋণ এটা ৈল ১৯৫২ চনত িবলাতৈল যায়। মােঞ্চষ্টাৰ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্েফছৰ এম এছ বাটর্েলটৰ অধীনত েতওঁ এম এছ িডগৰ্ীৰ বােব েকাষগৰ্ন্থ
পৰ্স্তুত কেৰ। েতওঁৰ গেৱষণাৰ িবষয়বস্তু আিছল Time Series Analysis। ১৮৫৪ চনত
েতওঁ এম এছ িচ িডগৰ্ী লয়। ফৰাচী চৰকাৰৰ পৰা এটা জলপািন পাই েতওঁ ইংেলণ্ডৰ
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পৰা েপিৰছৈল যায়। মােঞ্চষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত থােকােতই েতওঁ অলপ-অচৰপ ফৰাচী ভাষা
িশিকিছল, েপিৰছৈল ৈগ ফৰাচী ভাষাত এটা িডপ্ল'মা পাঠ�কৰ্ম 'mention honorable'
সহ সমূ্পণর্ কেৰ। এই িডপ্ল'মা পাঠ�কৰ্ম স্নাতক মহলাৰ পাঠ�কৰ্মৰ সমপযর্ায়ৰ। ১৯৫৬ চনত
পৰ্েফছৰ ফ'ৰেটটৰ অধীনত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ িড এছ িচ িডগৰ্ী লয় আৰু েসই বছৰেত েতওঁ
অসমৈল ঘূিৰ আিহ পুনৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত েযাগ িদেয়। উেল্লখ কিৰব পািৰ েয িড এছ
িচ িডগৰ্ীৰ বােব েতওঁ েকাষগৰ্ন্থ ফৰাচী ভাষাত িলিখিছল। আৰম্ভিণেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত
গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান এেকটা িবভাগ আিছল। িপচৈল দুটা সুকীয়া িবভাগ হয়। ড০
েমিধৰ েনতৃতব্ত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগ এটা জাকতিজিলকা িবভাগত পিৰণত হয়। এই
িবভাগৰ পৰ্েফছৰ আৰু মুৰবব্ী িহচােপ েতওঁ ১৯৮৫ চনত অৱসৰ লয়। গ‌ুৱাহাটীৈল ঘূিৰ
আিহ েতওঁ িশক্ষণ আৰু গেৱষণাত মেনািনেৱশ কেৰ। েতওঁৰ অধীনত ডক্টেৰট িডগৰ্ী েলাৱা
পৰ্থমজন ছাতৰ্ আিছল িট চুবব্া ৰাও। চৰকাৰী জলপানী ৈল দািক্ষণাত�ৰ পৰা চুবব্া ৰাও
গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল আিহিছল পৰ্েফছৰ েমিধৰ অধীনত গেৱষণা কিৰবৈল। িপচৈল ড০
চুবব্া ৰােৱ মােঞ্চষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত আধ�াপনা কিৰবৈল লয়। ড০ ৰাওৰ িপচত পৰ্েফছৰ
েমিধৰ ততব্াৱধানত েকইবাজেনা কৃতিবদ� েলােক গেৱষণা কেৰ।

েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ পৰ্থমখন গেৱষণাপতৰ্ পৰ্কাশ পায় ১৯৫৫ চনৰ Biometrika
নামৰ উচ্চ মানিবিশষ্ট জােনর্লখনত। পৰ্েফছৰ বাটর্েলটৰ ৈসেত যুটীয়াভােৱ এইখন ৰচনা
কেৰ। েতওঁৰ গেৱষণাপতৰ্ৰ সংখ�া পৰ্ায় আৈঢ় কুিৰ। েতওঁৰ গেৱষণাপতৰ্েবাৰ সমগৰ্ িবশব্েত
সমাদৃত। এইেবাৰৰ গইনা ৈল গেৱষকসকেল নতুন গেৱষণাপতৰ্ পৰ্স্তুত কিৰেছ।

ইয়াৰ উপিৰ েতওঁ পৰ্ণয়ন কৰা পুিথসমূেহা সমােনই আদৃত। েতওঁ ইংৰাজী ভা-
ষাত িলখা পুিথেকইখন হ'ল— (১) Stochastic Processes(1982), (২)Recent
Developments in bulk Queueing Models(1984), (৩) Stochastic
Models in Queueing Theory (1991), (৪) Statistical Methods (1992)।
চতুথর্খন িকতাপৰ অসমীয়া অনুবােদা পৰ্কাশ পাইেছ।

পৰ্থমখন িকতাপ সমব্েন্ধ িবশব্ৰ পিণ্ডতসকেল পৰ্শংসাত পঞ্চমুখ। িকতাপখনৰ পৰ্-
থম সংস্কৰণ পৰ্কাশ েপাৱাৰ িপচত The American Mathematical Monthly
(December,1982)-এ এেনদেৰ মন্তব� কিৰিছল, '...This is the clear choice
amongst a dozen or a more competing texts'। Professor Marcel
F Neuts-এ ৈকেছ— 'Professor Medhi's book belongs on the desk,
rather then on the shelf, of every person who uses probability in
his or her job'।
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েদশ-িবেদশৰ বহু িশকাৰু, গেৱষেক েতওঁৰ গেৱষণাপতৰ্ তথা গৰ্ন্থৰ বহুল পৰ্েয়াগ কেৰ।
Erol Geleube লণ্ডনৰ ইিম্পিৰেয়ল কেলজৰ পৰ্েফছৰ। েতওঁ েতওঁৰ েকইবাখেনা গেৱ-
ষণাপতৰ্ত ড০ েমিধৰ কমর্ৰ উেল্লখ কিৰেছ আৰু তাত েভঁজা িদ নতুন ততব্ উপস্থাপন কিৰ-
েছ।২০০৬ চনত পৰ্কািশত এখন গেৱষণাপতৰ্ত (A Diffusion Model for Packet
Travel Time in a Random Multi-Hop Medium) আইনষ্টাইন আৰু েম-
িধৰ পৰ্সংগ এেকলেগ উত্থাপন কিৰেছ। িকউবাৰ Professor E valdes Castro-এ
২০০৮ চনৰ ২৪ নেৱমব্ৰত ই-েমইলেযােগ পৰ্েফছৰ েমিধক জনাইিছল েয পৰ্েফছৰ েমিধৰ
িকতাপ পিঢ়েয় েতওঁ Queueing System সনব্েন্ধ ভাষণ িদিছল। Oklahama State
Universityৰ Allyn Baskervilla নামৰ গেৱিষকা এগৰাকীেয় িকবা কথা বুজায়
টান পাইিছল। ড০ েমিধৰ লগত েযাগােযাগ কিৰেল। েতওঁ জঁট ভািঙ িদেল।

ড০ েমিধৰ 'এক-দুই েযাগ-িবেয়াগ' সসীম গিণতৰ আিদ কথা (১৯৯৪) গিণত িবষয়ক
এখন মেনাগৰ্াহী 'বািহৰা' িকতাপ। পাতিনত েলখেক ৈকেছ— 'গিণতৰ পৰ্িত আকিষর্ত কৰাত
পাঠ�পুিথৰ উপিৰ গিণতৰ ততব্ৰ ধাৰণা িদয়া আন পুিথৰ পৰ্েয়াজনীয়তাৰ যেথষ্ট গ‌ুৰুতব্
আেছ।..েতেন এটা ভাব ৈলেয় আিম এই পুস্তক ৰচনা কিৰবৈল ৈলিছেলা।' ৮৬ পৃষ্ঠাৰ এই
িকতাপখনত মুঠ আেঠাটা অধ�ায় আেছ। গিণতৰ বােৰৰহণীয়া েকইবাটাও িদশ সমব্েন্ধ অিত
সহজ-সৰল ভাষাত আেলাচনা কিৰেছ। (ছােৰ এই িকতাপখন ইংৰাজীৈল তজর্মা কিৰবৈল
আমাক িনেদর্শ িদিছল। আমাৰ দীঘর্সূিতৰ্তাৰ বােব সমূ্পণর্ েহাৱা নাই। অিচেৰই সমূ্পণর্ কিৰম।
নহ'েল পােপ চুব।)

পৰ্েফছৰ েমিধেয় অকল পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান আৰু গিণতৰ অধ�ানেত িনজেক সীমাবদ্ধ কিৰ
ৰখা নািছল। ব�িক্তগতভােৱ আিম জনাত ড০েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ, ড০ িবনয় কুমাৰ তামুলী,
অধ�াপক েৰৱতী েমাহন দত্ত েচৗধুৰী আৰু ড০ অমলা েবজবৰুৱা— এই চািৰগৰাকীৰ
অধ�য়নৰ পিৰসৰ আিছল িবশাল। উদাহৰণসব্ৰূেপ ড০ েমিধৰ Statistical Method
নামৰ িকতাপখনৰ িদব্তীয় সংস্কৰণৰ (২০০৬) পৰ্িতেটা অধ�ায়/ খণ্ড আৰম্ভ কৰা ৈহেছ
এেকাটা সংগিতপূণর্ উদ্ধিতেৰ। দব্াদশ অধ�ায় Time Series Analysis আৰম্ভ কৰা
ৈহেছ T S Eliot-অৰ কিবতােৰ— 'Time present and time past/Are both
perhaps present in time future/ And time future contained in
time past'। েতেনদেৰ ক'ৰবাত েদখা পাওঁ গীতাৰ উিক্ত। েতওঁৰ েকইবাটাও েলখাত
ৰবীন্দৰ্নাথৰ কিবতাৰ উদৃ্ধিত েদিখেছা।

পৰ্েফছৰ েমিধৰ এটা িভন্নসুৰীয়া পৰ্বন্ধ পিঢ়িছেলা ড০ িহৰণ� চন্দৰ্ ভূঞা সৃ্মিতগৰ্ন্থত
(অসম িবজ্ঞান সিমিত, ১৯৭৪) পৰ্বন্ধেটাৰ িশেৰানাম A layman looks at the
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Anthropologist। দৰাচলেত এইেটা আিছল Anthropological Society of
North-East India-ৰ তৰ্েয়াদশ বািষর্ক অিধেৱশনত মুখ� অিতিথ িহচােপ িদয়া েতওঁৰ
ভাষণ। যিদও েলখেক িবনেয়েৰ িনজেক 'সাধৰণ েলাক (Layman) বুিল অিভিহত কিৰেছ,
পৰ্বন্ধেটা পিঢ় উঠাৰ িপচত তাক েকিতয়াও 'সাধৰণ েলাক'ৰ পৰ্বন্ধ বুিল ক'ব েনাৱািৰ।
িহৰ'ড'টাছৰ িদনেৰ পৰা েকেনদেৰ নৃততব্ৰ অধ�য়ন আৰম্ভ ৈহিছল আৰু বতর্মান েকেনদেৰ
চিল আেছ েসই িবষেয় বিঢ়য়াৈক ৈকেছ। উত্তৰ-পূব ভাৰতৰ নৃিবজ্ঞানীসকলৰ কৰণীয়েনা
িক েসই িবষেয়ও েলখেক ক'বৈল পাহৰা নাই। পৰ্সংগকৰ্েম েলখেক ভাৰতবষর্ত পিৰসংখ�া
িবজ্ঞানৰ িচন্তা-চচর্াৰ বাটকটীয়া পৰ্শান্ত চন্দৰ্ মহলানিবশৰ িবষেয় উেল্লখ কিৰেছ। কলকাতাৰ
এংল' ইিণ্ডয়ানসকলৰ েদহৰ েজাখৰ িবষেয় িবেশ্লষণ কিৰবৈল ৈগ মহলানিবেশ েতওঁৰ িবখ�াত
D2-Statistic-অৰ অৱতাৰণা কেৰ। েযাৱা ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীত পৰ্েফছৰ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ
পৰেলাকপৰ্ািপ্ত ঘেট 'God's finger touched him,and he slept'। মৃতু�ৰ সময়ত
েতওঁ আিছল নৱিতপৰ। ড০ বাণীকান্ত কাকিতৰ মহাপৰ্য়াণত এজন অসমীয়া সািহত�েক
(নামেটা মনৰ েপলাব পৰা নাই) ৈকিছল েয অসমীয়া ভাষাৰ এেকিট মাতৰ্ ৈবজ্ঞািনক মন
আিজ অন্তিহর্ত। তদনুৰূেপ ক'ব পািৰ েয পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ এেকজন মাতৰ্ আন্তজর্ািতক
খ�ািতসম্পন্ন অসমীয়া পিণ্ডত আিজ অন্তিহর্ত। ছাৰৰ মৃতু�ত িনেবদন কিৰেছা সশৰ্দ্ধ পৰ্ণাম।

পুনশ্চ: ২০১২ চনৰ কথা। মই েতিতয়া কটন কেলজৰ গিণত িবভাগৰ মুৰবব্ী। ৫
েছেপ্টমব্ৰৰ িদনা িবভাগৰ নৱাগত আদৰণী সভা।ছাৰক অনুষ্ঠানৈল িনমন্তৰ্ণ কিৰেলা। পৰ্থমেত
অলপ ইতস্তত: কিৰিছল যিদও আমাৰ অনুেৰাধ উেপক্ষা নকিৰেল। িযেকইজন ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ী
ছাৰৰ ঘৰৈল িনমন্তৰ্ণ জনাবৈল ৈগিছল, েতওঁেলাকক আদৰ-সাদৰ কিৰেল আৰু আিহবৰ
পৰত পৰ্েত�কেক একিপৈক এক দুই েযাগ িবেয়াগ উপহাৰ িদেল। পৰ্শাসনীয় ভৱনৰ ১১০
ননব্ৰ েকাঠাত অনুিষ্ঠত সভাত পৰ্ায় এঘন্টা সাৰুৱা ভাষণ িদ িবদ�াথর্ীসকলক আহ্লািদত
কিৰেল।

——
েলখক কটন কেলজৰ গিণত িবভাগৰ অৱসৰপৰ্াপ্ত মুৰবব্ী অধ�াপক

— পৰ্কাশ: অসমীয়া পৰ্িতিদন, ১৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭
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জ্ঞানেযাগী অধ�াপক েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ
–েহমন্ত কুমাৰ শমর্া

'চৰৈমব্ মধু িবন্দিত চৰণসব্াদুমুদুমব্ৰǏ সূযর্�স� পশ� েশৰ্মাণং েয়া ন তন্দৰ্য়েত চৰǊ চৈৰৱিত
চৈৰৱিত'
(ঐতেৰয় বৰ্াহ্মণৰ উপিৰউক্ত েশ্লাকিটৰ অথর্ ৈহেছ— গিতশীলজেনেহ মধু লাভ কেৰ, ৈগ

থািকেলেহ সুসব্াদু ফল পায়। েচাৱা সূযর্ৰ েশৰ্ষ্ঠতব্; অতন্দৰ্, অনলস পিৰকৰ্মাত েসেয় খেন্তেকা
নৈৰ ৈগ থাকা।)

অধ�াপক েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ সমগৰ্ জীৱন পিৰকৰ্মা লক্ষ� কিৰেল ভাব হয়— হয়েতা
েগােটই জীৱনজুিৰ এই মন্তৰ্েক সােৰাগত কিৰ েতেখেত জ্ঞানৰ সাধনা কিৰেল আৰু েসেয়
গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া শাস্তৰ্ৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত এেন এক আসন লাভ কিৰেল, িযেটা েতেখতৰ
সমসামিয়ক বহু কম ভাৰতীয়ইেহ পাবৈল সক্ষম ৈহেছ। সদ�পৰ্য়াত, নীৰৱ সাধক অধ�াপক
েমিধ সম্পেকর্ ৰাইজক দুই-এষাৰ জেনাৱাই এই পৰ্বন্ধেটাৰ মূল লক্ষ�।

১৯২৪ চনত কামৰূপ িজলাৰ ৰামিদয়া গাঁৱত এটা অিত সংিসৃ্কিতৱান পিৰয়ালত েতেখেত
জন্মগৰ্হণ কিৰিছল। েতেখতৰ ককাক আিছল ৰায় বাহাদুৰ কািলৰাম েমিধ (মাতৃৰ িপনৰ
পৰা) — িয অসমীয়া সািহত� আৰু সংসৃ্কিতৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত পৰ্ভূত অৱদান েযাগাই ৈগেছ। েতেখতৰ
িপতৃ ৈহেছ িবনিন্দ চন্দৰ্ েমিধ আৰু মাতৃ কাদমব্ৰী েমিধ। চাকিৰ সূেতৰ্ েতেখতৰ িপতৃ
িডবৰ্ুগড়ৈল বদিল েহাৱাত অধ�াপক েমিধৰ বাল�কাল অিতবািহত হয় িডবৰ্ুগড় চহৰেত। বাল�
অৱস্থাৰ পৰাই তীক্ষ্ণ বুিদ্ধৰ িচনািক িদ েতেখেত সকেলােবাৰ পৰীক্ষােত অিত সুখ�ািতেৰ উত্তীণর্
হয়। ছাতৰ্ জীৱনত েশষ পৰীক্ষা এম এছ িচ (গিণত শাস্তৰ্)েতেখেত কিলকতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ
পৰা পাছ কেৰ দুটা েসাণৰ পদকৰ ৈসেত। তােৰ এটা ৈহেছ পৰ্থম েহাৱাৰ বােব, আনেটা
'েৰকডর্' নমব্ৰ েপাৱাৰ বােব।

১৯৪৮ চনত ঘূিৰ আািহ েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী কটন কেলজত পৰ্বক্তা ৰূেপ েযাগদান কেৰ।
িকন্তু ইয়াত েতেখেত েবিছ িদন কাম কিৰব লগা নহ'ল। ১৯৪৯ চনত েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্বক্তা িহচােপ েযাগদান কেৰ আৰু ১৯৫২ চনৈল কাম কৰাৰ িপছত উচ্চ িশ-
ক্ষাৰ বােব ইংেলণ্ডৰ মানেচষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল যায়। তাত েতেখেত পুনৰ গিণত শাস্তৰ্ৰ এম
এছ িডগৰ্ী কেৰ গেৱষণাৰ জিৰয়েত। েতেখতৰ গেৱষণা চিলিছল অধ�াপক এম এছ বােলর্টৰ
অধীনত— িয েসই সময়ৰ এজন সব্নামধন� গিণতজ্ঞ আিছল। ১৯৫৬ চনত অধ�াপক েমিধেয়
েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা ডক্টেৰট িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। অধ�াপক আৰ ফ'েটর্ত েতেখতৰ গেৱষ-
ণাৰ গ‌ুৰু আিছল। ইয়াৰ আগেত েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িনয়ম অনুসিৰ েতেখেত ১৯৫৫ চনত

40



ফৰাচী ভাষাত িডপ্ল'মা পাঠ�কৰ্ম সুখ�ািতেৰ উত্তীণর্ ৈহিছল। ১৯৫৬ চনেত েতেখেত আেকৗ
ঘূিৰ আিহ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত েযাগদান কেৰ আৰু ১৯৬৩ চনত পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ
মুৰবব্ী অধ�াপকৰ পদ অলংকৃত কেৰ। ১৯৮৫ চনত েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা
অৱসৰ গৰ্হণ কেৰ। গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত থকা কালত েতেখেত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্ায়েবাৰ
সন্মানীয় পেদই অলংকৃত কিৰিছল। েতেখেত খুব কম সময়ৰ বােব গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ
ততব্াৱধায়ক উপাচাযর্ িহচােপ কাযর্িনবর্াহ কিৰিছল যিদও গেৱষণাৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত অসুিবধা হব বুিল
ভািব েতেখতক িদব েখাজা েহাৱা স্থায়ী উপাচাযর্ৰ পদত অিধিস্থত হবৈল অমািন্ত হয়। েতেখ-
েত িবেদশৰ েকইবাখেনা িবশব্িবদ�ালয় েযেন— ইউিনভািছর্টী অৱ মিণ্টৰ্ল, কানাডা; েমকমাষ্টাৰ
ইউিনভািছর্টী, কানাডা; ইউিনভািছর্টী অৱ টৰেণ্টা, কানাডা; ইউভািছর্টী অৱ উইছকনিচন, ইউ
এছ এ আিদত সন্মানীয় িনমিন্তৰ্ত অধ�াপক িহচােপ কাযর্িনবর্াহ কিৰিছল।

গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা অৱসৰ গৰ্হণ কৰাৰ িপছত েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী বড়াগাঁৱত
থকা বতর্মানৰ ইনিষ্টিটউট অৱ এডভান্স ষ্টািডজ ইন ছােয়ন্স এণ্ড েটকন'লজীৰ িডেৰক্টৰ
িহচােব কাযর্িনবর্াহ কিৰ েসই আনুষ্ঠানিটক বতর্মানৰ ৰূপ িদয়াত পৰ্ভুত বৰঙিণ েযাগাইিছল।
ইয়াৰ উপিৰ অসম চৰকাৰ তথা েকন্দৰ্ীয় চৰকাৰৰ উচ্চ িশক্ষা সম্পকর্ীয় বহু কিমটীৰ েতেখত
সদস� আিছল।

এইজন িবশব্িবশৰ্ুত অধ�াপকক গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালেয় ১৯৮৭ চনত পৰ্েফছাৰ এেমিৰটাছ
সন্মােনেৰ িবভূিষত কেৰ। ইয়াৰ উপিৰ িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, েতজপুৰ েকন্দৰ্ীয় িবশব্িবদ�ালয়,
আৰু গ‌ুৱাহাটী আই আই িটেয় েতেখতক সন্মানীয় িড এছ িচ িডগৰ্ী পৰ্দান কেৰ। উপিৰউক্ত
কামেবাৰৰ বািহেৰও িযেবাৰ কােম েতেখতক পৃিথৱীৰ এজন আগশাৰীৰ গিণতজ্ঞ তথা
পিৰসংখ�ািবদ িহচােপ সব্ীকৃিত পৰ্দান কিৰেল, েসইেবাৰ ৈহেছ— েতেখেত গিণত আৰু
পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান সম্পেকর্ িলখা পাঁচখন ইংৰাজী ভাষাৰ িকতাপ— িযেকইখন ইংেলণ্ড,
কানাডা, ইউ এছ এ আিদ েদশত আিজও পাঠ�পুিথ িহচােপ সব্ীকৃত আৰু পৰ্ায় পঞ্চাছখন
গেৱষণা পতৰ্— িযেবাৰ সম্পেকর্ পৃিথৱীৰ পৰ্ায় সকেলা েদশেৰ আগশাৰীৰ গেৱষকসকেল
িদয়া পৰ্শংসাসূচক মন্তব�। আিজৰ কিম্পউটাৰ আৰু ইণ্টাৰেনটৰ যুগৰ মাপকাঠীত েতেখতৰ
গেৱষণা পতৰ্ৰ সংখ�া খুব েবিছ নহ'েলও আিম পাহিৰ েযাৱা উিচত নহয় েয েতেখেত গেৱষণা
কিৰিছল আিজৰ এই আধুিনক সুিবধাসমূহ অিবহেন আৰু িযিবলাকৰ গ‌ুণগত মান িহচােপ
আিজও বহুেত েসই গেৱষণা পতৰ্সমূহ 'অমূল�' বুিল মত েপাষণ কেৰ।

গেৱষক িহচােপ অধ�াপক েমিধেয় দহজন গেৱষক ছাতৰ্ক েতওঁেলাকৰ িপ এইচ িড িডগৰ্ী
েপাৱাত সহায় কেৰ আৰু েতওঁেলাকৰ পৰ্েত�কজেনই িপছৰ জীৱনত এেকাজন সুপৰ্িতিষ্ঠত
ব�িক্ত িহচােপ সুনাম অজর্ন কেৰ। েতেখতৰ পৰ্থম গেৱষক ছাতৰ্ িট চুবব্াৰাও ইংেলণ্ডৰ
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মানেচষ্টাৰ ইউিনভািছর্টীৰ পৰ্েফছাৰ এেমিৰটাছ িহচােপ বতর্মােনা কমর্ৰত। অধ�াপক েমিধেয়
গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত থািক িয গেৱষণা কিৰেল, িসেয়ই গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ক এখন
আগশাৰীৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয় েহাৱাত পৰ্ভূত বৰঙিণ েযাগােল বুিল ক'েলও অতু�িক্ত কৰা নহ'ব।

অধ�াপক েমিধ সম্পেকর্ পৃিথৱীৰ িবিভন্ন েদশৰ আগশাৰীৰ গেৱষকসকেল িদয়া দুই-এটা
মন্তব� পৰ্কাশ নকিৰেল েতেখতৰ জ্ঞানৰ গভীৰতাৰ আমাৰ সম�ক ধাৰণা নহ'ব। েসেয়
তলত দুই-এটা েতেন মন্তব� আগবেঢ়াৱা হ'ল। অৱেশ� এেন মন্তব�েবাৰৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত আিম
হুবহু অনুদান নকিৰ ভাবাথর্িখিনেহ পৰ্কাশ কিৰেছাঁ।

১৯৮২ চনত অধ�াপক েমিধেয় িলখা েতেখতৰ পৰ্থম িকতাপ ষ্টকািষ্টক্ পৰ্েচছ পৰ্কাশ
কেৰ আেমিৰকাৰ জন উইিল এণ্ড ছনছ েকাম্পানীেয়, িযখন সম্পেকর্ আেমিৰকােৰ এিৰজনা
ইউিনভািছর্টীৰ পৰ্খ�াত অধ�াপক মােচর্ল এফ িনউটেছ মন্তব� িদিছল—

এই িকতাপখনৰ বােব আিম সকেলােৱ অধ�াপক েমিধক অিভনন্দন জেনাৱা উিচত।
পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান সম্পেকর্ পঢ়া আৰু গেৱষণা কৰা িযেকােনা মানুহৰ বােব এইখন
িকতাপ লগত থকা অিতেক জৰুৰী।

পৰ্িণধানেযাগ� েয উপিৰউক্ত িকতাপখন ১৯৮২ চনৰ পৰাই আিজপযর্ন্ত আেমিৰকাৰ িবিভন্ন
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত পাঠ�পুিথ িহচােপ সব্ীকৃত ৈহ আিহেছ।

েতেখতৰ িদব্তীয় িকতাপ বাল্ক িকউইং মেডলছ, িযিখিন ১৯৮৪ চনত উইিল ইষ্টানর্
িলিমেটেড পৰ্কাশ কিৰিছল, েসইখন সম্পেকর্ মাচাছুেচট ইনিষ্টিটউট অৱ েটকনল'জী (এম
আই িট), আেমিৰকাৰ দুজন সব্নামধন� অধ�াপেক মন্তব� কিৰিছল—

বাল্ক িকউইং সম্পেকর্ অিত সুন্দৰভােৱ সকেলািখিন খৰিচ মািৰ িলখা দুখন িকেতাপৰ
িভতৰত অধ�াপক েমিধৰখেনা এখন। আনখন ৈহেছ অধ�াপক েচৗধুৰী আৰু অধ�াপক
েটম্পলটেন িলখা িকতাপখন।

েতেখতৰ তৃতীয়খন িকতাপ ষ্টকািষ্টক্ মেডলছ িকউইং িথঅ'িৰ পৰ্কাশ হয় ১৯৯১ চনত।
পৰ্কাশক আিছল আেমিৰকাৰ একােডিমক েপৰ্ছ। এই িকতাপখন সম্পেকর্ আেমিৰকাৰ মেটা-
েৰালা েকাম্পানীৰ এজন গেৱষক েপিটৰ্ক এল েৰিলেয় িলিখিছল—

মই আমাৰ েকাম্পানীৰ গেৱষক পৰ্যুিক্তিবদসকলক এই িকতাপখনৰ ওপৰত যুগ‌ুত
কৰা এিট পাঠ�কৰ্ম িদয়াৰ আশা পুিহ ৰািখেছাঁ।

অধ�াপক েমিধৰ চতুথর্ িকতাপ েষ্টিটিষ্টেকল েমথডছ: এন ইণ্টৰ্'ডাক্টিৰ েটক্সǁ— িযখন
উইিল ইষ্টানর্ িলিমেটড ১৯৯২ চনত পৰ্কাশ কেৰ, েসইখন সম্পেকর্ ইংেলণ্ডৰ এজন পৰ্খ�াত
গেৱষক অধ�াপক িফিলপ েছǃউইেক মন্তব� কিৰিছল—

এই িকতাপখন েমাৰ আলমাৰীত সদাই থােক আৰু মই েমাৰ ছাতৰ্সকলক এই
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িকতাপখন পিঢ়বৈল পৰ্ােয়ই উপেদশ িদওঁ।
িনজ মাতৃৰ উপেদশ মেমর্ অধ�াপক েমিধেয় েতেখতৰ পঞ্চমখন িকতাপ মাতৃভাষা অস-

মীয়াত িলেখ, িযখনৰ নাম ৈহেছ— এক, দুই, েযাগ, িবেয়াগ। কেলজীয়া ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ বােব
িলখা এই িকতাপখনত েতেখেত গিণতশাস্তৰ্ৰ বহুেতা আধুিনক ততব্ৰ মেনাগৰ্াহী বণর্না আৰু
েসইসমূহৰ উপেযািগতা সম্পেকর্ সাৱলীল বণর্না কৰাৰ লগেত গিণত শাস্তৰ্ৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত পৰ্াচীন
ভাৰতৰ অৱদানৰ এক খিতয়ান দািঙ ধিৰেছ। অধ�াপক েমিধৰ অনুেৰাধ মেমর্ এই পৰ্বন্ধৰ
েলখেক েতওঁৰ বান্ধৱী বীৰজৰা মহািবদ�ালয়ৰ গিণত শাস্তৰ্ িবভাগৰ অধ�ািপকা অৰুন্ধতী ৰাও
েমচৰ সহেযািগতাত িকতাপখন ইংৰাজীৈল অনুবাদ কিৰ েযাৱা নেৱমব্ৰ মাহত েতেখতৰ হা-
তত অপর্ন কিৰিছল িকতাপখনৰ েশষ 'পৰ্ুফ' েচাৱাৰ বােব। ছাৰৰ ইচ্ছা আিছল িকতাপখনৰ
ইংৰাজী অনুবাদ েনচেনল বুক টৰ্াষ্ট অৱ ইিণ্ডয়াৰ জিৰয়েত পৰ্কাশ কৰাৰ, যােত ভাৰতৰ
অন� পৰ্ান্তৰ দুই-এক ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীেৰা উপকাৰ হয়। ছাৰৰ শাৰীিৰক অসুস্থতাই হয়েতা েসই
কামেফৰা েশষ কৰাত বাধা িদেল।

েতেখতৰ েশষ আৰু ষষ্ঠ িকতাপ ইেণ্টৰ্াডাȝচন টু িকউইং িছেষ্টমছ এণ্ড এিপ্লেকচনছ ২০১৪
চনত িনউ এজ ইণ্টাৰেনচেনল পৰ্কাশ কেৰ। েসই িকতাপখন সম্পেকর্ কানাডাৰ উইণ্ডছৰ
ইউিনভািছর্টীৰ অধ�াপক মাইৰন িহংকাই মন্তব� কিৰেছ—

এেনকুৱা এখন িকতাপ েতেনকুৱা এজন ব�িক্তেয়েহ িলখব পােৰ, যাৰ িবষয়েটা
সম্পেকর্ গভীৰ জ্ঞান আেছ আৰু িয িবষয়েটা অিতেক ভাল পায়। েমাৰ মনত
অধ�াপক েমিধৰ বািহেৰ িদব্তীয় এজন েযাগ� ব�িক্তৰ নাম মনৈল অহা নাই।

েযাৱা ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী, ২০১৭ ত ৯৩ বছৰ বয়সত ইহলীলা সমব্ৰণ কৰা এই জ্ঞানেযাগীজনৰ
মিস্তষ্ক মৃতু�ৰ পৰ্ায় ২০ িদনমান আগেত হাস্পতালত ভিতর্ েহাৱাৰ আগৈলেক গিণত আৰু
পিৰসংখ�া সম্পকর্ীয় কথােকই আৱিৰ ৰািখিছল। িতিন বছৰমান আগেত েতেখেত িলখা এখন
গেৱষণা পতৰ্, য'ত েতেখেত সংসৃ্কত ভাষাৰ লগত গিণত শাস্তৰ্ৰ পৰ্েয়াগ েদখুৱাইেছ, েসইখন
আেমিৰকাৰ িমেছৗৰী িবশব্িবদ�ালেয় পৰ্কাশ কিৰেছ। এই পতৰ্খন সম্পেকর্ কানাডাৰ উইণ্ডছৰ
ইউিনভািছর্টীৰ অধ�াপক মাইৰন িহংকাই মন্তব� কিৰেছ—

সৰু আৰু ধুনীয়া এই গেৱষণা পতৰ্খন মুকুতাসদৃশ।
অধ�াপক েমিধেয় েতেখতৰ িকতাপ আৰু গেৱষণা পতৰ্ৰ দব্াৰা অকল ৈশিক্ষক িদশৰ

লগত সম্পকর্ ৰখা ব�িক্তসকলকেহ েয সেন্মািহত কিৰেছ েতেন নহয়। পৃিথৱীৰ িবিভন্ন
ব�ৱসায়িভিত্তক অনুষ্ঠােনও েতেখতৰ গ‌ুণানুকীতর্ন কিৰেছ অকুণ্ঠিচেত্ত। উনুিকওৱাৰ েলাভ
সামিৰব েনাৱািৰেলাঁ।

১৯৯৩ চনৰ আগষ্ট মাহত অধ�াপক েমিধেয় েতেখতৰ আেমিৰকাত থকা পুতৰ্ আৰু
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জীয়ৰীক লগ ধিৰবৈল ৈগিছল সমূ্পণর্ এক ব�িক্তগত ভৰ্মণত। এই কথা গম পাই আেমিৰকাৰ
িবখ�াত েকাম্পানী মটেৰালাই েতেখতক েতওঁেলাকৰ েকাম্পানীত ৈগ িকছুিদন কটাব পােৰ
েনিক বুিল জািনব িবচােৰ। অধ�াপক েমিধেয় পািৰম বুিল েকাৱাত েসই েকাম্পানীেটােৱ
েতেখতৰ িভছাৰ েষ্টটাছ সলিন কিৰবৈল আেমিৰকাৰ ইউিনেগৰ্চনছ আৰু েনচােৰলাইেজচন
ছািভর্চৈল িলেখ—

আিম অিত েসৗভাগ�ৱান েয অধ�াপক েমিধেয় িকছু ব�িক্তগত কাযর্�সূচী ৈল আেমিৰকা-
ৈল অহা আিম গম পাওঁ আৰু আামাৰ েকাম্পানীৈল আিহ আমাৰ পৰ্যুিক্তিবদসকলক
িকছু জ্ঞান িদবৈল েতেখতক মািন্ত কৰাবৈল সক্ষম হওঁ। আমাৰ েকাম্পানীত বতর্-
মান চিল থকা ইিৰিডয়াম পৰ্েজক্টৰ সফলতাৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত অধ�াপক েমিধেয় েতেখতৰ
িকতাপ আৰু গেৱষণা-পতৰ্ত আগবেঢ়াৱা িবিভন্ন তািতব্ক পৰামশর্ অিতৈক দৰকাৰী।
েসেয় আিম অধ�াপক েমিধৰ ৈহ েতেখতৰ িভছাৰ েষ্টটাছ বদলাবৈল আেপানােলাকক
অনুেৰাধ জনােলাঁ।

পৃিথৱীৰ িযেকােনা উন্নত েদশত স্থায়ীভােৱ থািক যাবৈল সক্ষম আিছল অধ�াপক েমিধ।
েকইবাখেনা উন্নত েদেশ েতওঁক েসই িনমন্তেণা জনাইিছল। িকন্তু পৰ্েত�কবােৰই অধ�া-
পক েমিধেয় তাক িবনেয়েৰ পৰ্ত�াখ�ান কিৰ িনজৰ মাতৃভূিমৈল ঘূিৰ আিহিছল। আমাৰ
দৃিষ্টত এয়া অধ�াপক েমিধৰ এক অিত ওখ খাপৰ েদশেপৰ্ম। েগােটই জীৱন জ্ঞানৰ সা-
ধনা কিৰ জ্ঞানৰ েজ�ািতেৰ েগােটই পৃিথৱীক আেলািকত কৰা এই মহান িশক্ষক, গেৱ-
ষক, েদশেপৰ্িমক সদ�পৰ্য়াত মনীষীজনাৈল আিম আামাৰ সশৰ্দ্ধ পৰ্িণপাত জনাই কওঁ—

অজ্ঞানিতিমৰান্ধস� জ্ঞানাঞ্জনশলাকয়া।
চকু্ষৰুন্মীিলতং েযন তৈস্ম শৰ্ীগ‌ুৰেৱ নমঃ।।

——
েলখক গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ গিণত িবভাগৰ অধ�াপক

— পৰ্কাশ: িনয়মীয়া বাতর্া, ১৪ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭
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ভগৱতী দাদা (েজ�ািত েমিধ)ৰ েসাঁৱৰণত
–শ�ামভদৰ্ েমিধ

ভগৱতী দাদাৰ িবষেয় েমাক েক'বাজেনও িলিখবৰ কাৰেণ েকাৱাত মই ৈকিছেলা েয
অধ�াপক-ছাতৰ্ িহচােপ েতওঁৰ পািণ্ডত�ৰ কঠা মই িনিলেখা। কাৰণ েতওঁৰ কথা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়-
কেলজসমুহৰ ছাতৰ্-িশক্ষকসকেল ভালদেৰ জােন। েকৱল ব�িক্তগত কথা েকইটামান মই
িলিখম, তােকা েদৗৰা-েদৗিৰৈক।

েতওঁ সৰুেত িকছুিদন পানবজাৰত থকা আমাৰ তাত পিণ্ডত কািলৰাম েমিধৰ ঘৰত
আিছল আৰু আিম সৰুেৰ পৰাই েতওঁক জািনিছেলা। েতওঁ েমিধ বংশৰ উজ্জল ৰত্ন বুিল
িচনািক েলাক সকেল আমাক পৰ্ােয় ৈকিছল। আমাৰ িনজৰ ডাঙৰ েপহা িডবৰ্ুগড়ৰ িবনিন্দ
চন্দৰ্ েমিধৰ েতওঁ আিছল ডাঙৰ ল'ৰা। আমাৰ মােয় েতওঁক সদায় মৰেমেৰ 'ভািগন' বুিল
বৰ আদৰ যত্ন ৈলিছল। েসেয়েহ মাৰ িপণ্ডৰ িদনা েতওঁ আমাৰ লগত ৈগ বৰ্হ্মপুতৰ্ নদীৰ
পাৰত িথয় ৈহ থািক সমেবদনা জেনাৱা আিজও েমাৰ মনত আেছ।

েতওঁ েমাৰ আই এচ্ িচৰ েমেথেমিটৰ পৰীক্ষাৰ আগিদনা ৰািত িনেজ আিহ েমাৰ েটবুলৰ
ওচৰত বিহ েমাক িকবািকিব বুজাইিছল। পাছত মই 'কটিনয়ান'ৰ সম্পাদক ৈহ থােকােত
'পৰ্েবিবিলিট'ৰ ওপৰত িলখা েতওঁৰ এটা পৰ্বন্ধ তাত পৰ্কাশ কিৰ উিলয়াইিছেলা। তাত
ছাৰ িচ িভ ৰমনৰ পৰ্বন্ধ এটাও আিছল। সকেলােৱ পৰ্বন্ধ দুটা খুব ভাল পাইিছল। মই
কেলজত থােকােত েতওঁ েমাক েপ্লেটাৰ ডাইলগ আৰু ইিণ্ডয়ান কনিষ্টিটউছনখন েদখুৱাই
বহুত কথা ৈকিছল। কটন কেলজত েমাৰ অন�তম িপৰ্য় অধ�াপক (ড০) পৰ্েফছাৰ িবনয়
তামুলীৰ দেৰই েতওঁ িবিভন্ন িবষয়ৰ বহুত ইংৰাজী িকতাপ পঢ়া এজন ব�িক্ত বুিলেয়ই
েমাৰ ধাৰণা ৈহিছল। েতওঁৰ সহপাঠী এেক বছৰেত অংকশাস্তৰ্ত কিলকতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ
পৰ্থম েশৰ্ণী েপাৱা ৈশেলন হাজিৰকাৰ লগত েতওঁৰ খুব ভাল সমব্ন্ধ আিছল। েজ�ািত েমিধৰ
খুলশালীেয়ক নীিলময় েচৗধুৰী ঢুকাবৰ িদনা ৈশেলন হাজিৰকা িনেজ আিহ েতওঁক লগ ধিৰ
বহু সময় ঘৰত ৈৰ সমেবদনা জনাইিছল। হাজিৰকাৰ জীৱনত টকা-পইচাৰ অভাব নহ'ল।
িকন্তু ভগৱতী দাদাৰ অৱসৰৰ লেগ লেগ িকছু কষ্ট ৈহিছল— িযেহতু িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত েপঞ্চন
আৰু িচিকৎসা আিদ নািছল বুিল ৈকিছল।

এবাৰ েতওঁ েতওঁৰ পত্নী মীৰা েবৗৰ লগত হঠােত েমাৰ ঘৰত খবৰ িনিদয়াৈক আিহ
েসামাল। মই েসইিদনা সপিৰয়ােল ল'ৰা েছাৱালীক ৈল েতিতয়া বাকচ পতৰ্ গাড়ীত তুিল
আিছেলা অসমৰ বািহৰৈল যাবৰ কাৰেণ। েমাৰ দুখ লােগ; েতওঁ দুেয়াজনেক আমাৰ ঘৰত
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বহুৱাই চাহ-ভাত খুৱাই কথা পতাৰ েসৗভাগ� নহ'ল। ভগৱতী দাদাই সদায় আেবিল িশ-
লপুখুৰীৰ নামঘৰৰ আেগিদ েখাজ কািঢ়িছল— ব�ায়াম িহচােপ। েমাক হঠােত ৰাস্তাত লগ
পাই েতওঁ এিদন ক'েল েয েতামাৰ নামেটা েহেনা গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবিশব্দ�ালয়ৰ িভ িচ পদৰ বােব
তািলকাভুক্ত ৈহিছল। িশক্ষা আৰু পৰ্শাসন দুেয়াটােত আগৰ্হী আৰু অিভজ্ঞ বুিলেয়ই েতামাৰ
নামেটা তািলকাভুক্ত ৈহিছল। গ‌ুৱাহাটীেয়ই নহয়, িডবৰ্ুগড় আৰু েতজপুৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িভ
িচ পদৰ বােবও েমাৰ নামেটা তািলকাভুক্ত ৈহিছল। মেয়া েতওঁক ৈকিছেলা েয আপুিনও
এিতয়াৈলেক েকােনা পদ্ম সন্মান নাপােল যিদও আিম খুেবই আশা কিৰিছেলা। েতওঁ িকন্তু
কথােটা শ‌ুিন েকােনা উত্তৰ িদয়া নািছল, মােথাঁ মেন মেন আিছল। আচল কথা ৰাজৈনিতক
সমব্ন্ধ েকােনা কােমই নহয়। েমাক ক'েল েয তুিম ৰাজনীিত কিৰব নাজানা। এবাৰ এজন
আগশাৰীৰ েলখক আৰু িশক্ষািবেদ পাঠশালাৰ পৰা আিহ েমাক ক'েল েয েজ�ািত েমিধক
লগ ধিৰব েখােজ। মই েতওঁক েতওঁৰ ওচৰৈল ৈল ৈগ কথা আৰম্ভ কেৰােত েজ�ািত েম-
িধেয় পাঠশালাৰ িবখ�াত আৱাহন আেলাচনীখনৰ লগেত দীননাথ শমর্াৰ সািহত�-চচর্া আৰু
পাঠশালা ঠাইখনৰ বহু কথাই ক'েল। পাঠশালাৰ িশক্ষািবদ জেন েতওঁ ইমান কথা জনাৰ
বােব আচিৰত হ'ল— কাৰণ পাঠশালা এখন সৰু ঠাই। পাছত েতওঁ অভ�াগতজনৰ আগৰ্হৰ
বােবই িবেদশত পৰ্কাশ েহাৱা েতওঁৰ িকতাপ েকইখন আমাক েদখুৱােল। লগেত েতওঁৰ
এগৰাকী ছাতৰ্ই িলখা েতওঁৰ জীৱনী এখেনা আমাক িদেল। েযাৱা বছৰ েমাৰ ল'ৰা আৰু
েবাৱাৰীেয় েতওঁক েসৱা কিৰবৈল যাওঁেত েতওঁৰ সৰু েকাঠােটা আৰু িকতাপেবাৰ েদখুৱাত
আিম উৎসািহত ৈহ েতওঁক ৈকিছেলা— এইেবােৰ আমাক ভিৱষ�ৎ অনুেপৰ্ৰণা িদব। েতওঁ
অসুস্থ যিদও েমাৰ ল'ৰাৰ িবয়াৰ িদনা িদনেত আগেবলা আমাৰ পাহাৰৰ ওপৰত থকা ঘৰৈল
আিহ পৰ্ায় েডৰ ঘণ্টামান বিহ আশীবর্াদ িদ ৈগিছল আৰু আিম েতওঁৰ ফেটা ৈলিছেলা।
দৃিষ্টভংগীৰ গভীৰতাৰ কাৰেনই হওক বা েতওঁৰ ব�িক্ততব্ৰ কাৰেণই হওক বহু সময় েয
েতওঁৰ লগত কথা পািত থািকব পািৰ েসয়া আিম পৰ্েয় অনুভৱ কিৰিছেলা। েতওঁ আমাক
কথাৰ মাজেত ৈকিছল েয পৃিথৱীৰ বহুত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল যাওঁেত আেমিৰকাৰ েকেনাবা এটা
লাইেবৰ্ৰীত 'MEDHI' শŀেটা কিম্পউটাৰৰ বুটামত িটিপ িবিভন্ন তথ�ৰ সন্ধান কেৰােত
তাত িতিনজন MEDHIৰ িকতাপৰ নাম আেছ: Kaliram Medhi, J.P. Medhi
আৰু S.B. Medhi। েতওঁ আচিৰত ৈহ েমাক এই কথা ৈকিছল। সুখৰ কথা েতওঁৰ
এইেটা বছৰত নতুনৈক পৰ্কাশ েহাৱা Stochastic Processes নামৰ িকতাপখনৰ চতুথর্
সংস্কৰনেটা েতওঁৰ মৃতু�ৰ চািৰ-পাঁচ িদনমানৰ আগেত েদিখ ৈগেছ।

মই েযাৱা বছৰ িডেচমব্ৰত হায়দৰাবাদৰ এখন েহােটলত TAJ KRISHNA HOTEL
িশক্ষা িবষয়ক বহল আেলাচনা চকৰ্ এটাত ভাগ ৈলিছেলা। আেলাচনাচকৰ্খনত েতেলংগনাৰ

46



উপ-মুখ�মন্তৰ্ী, িশক্ষা মন্তৰ্ী আৰু বহুসংখ�ক অধ�াপেকও ভাগ ৈলিছল। পৰ্ায় েডৰশজনমান
েলাক হ'ব। েসই সময়ত েমাৰ এটা অিত আচিৰত অিভজ্ঞতা ৈহিছল েয মই েমিধ কাৰেন
েজ�ািত েমিধৰ মই িকবা হওঁ েনিক বুিল বহুেকইগৰাকী ব�িক্তেয় সুিধেল। কাৰণেটা আিছল
এেন ধৰণৰ েয েতেলংগনা অন্ধৰ্পৰ্েদশত েজ�ািত েমিধৰ িকতাপেকইখন েটক্সǁ বুকৰ দেৰই
ব�ৱহাৰ ৈহিছল। মই তাৰ পৰাই েফান কিৰ লেগ লেগ দাদাক কথােটা জেনাৱাত েতওঁ
আনিন্দত ৈহিছল।

েকইমাহমান আগেত েতওঁ েদউতাকৰ নামত েহাৱা ৰামিদয়াৰ িব িচ েমিধ কেলজৰ এটা
ডাঙৰ উৎসৱত েতওঁক পতাকা উেত্তালন কিৰ মুখ� অিতিথ িহচােপ অংশগৰ্হণ কিৰবৈল মতাৰ
পাছত েতওঁ দুবাৰ েফান কিৰ েমাক ক'েল েয েমাৰ পিৰবেতর্ তুিমেয় কামেটা কৰা— কাৰণ
েতামাৰ িশক্ষা আৰু পৰ্শাসন আিদত এই ধৰেণ সভা সিমিতত ভাগ েলাৱাৰ যেথষ্ট অিভজ্ঞতা
আেছ।

েতওঁ যিদও পৰ্ায় ৩০ বছৰমান বয়সেত ডােয়েবিটছত ভুিগিছল, তথািপ disciplined
life styleৰ কাৰেণ চািৰকুিৰ বাৰ বছৰ বয়সৈলেক জীয়াই থািক েতওঁ অত�ন্ত জিটল িবষয়ৰ
িকতাপ পতৰ্, গেৱষণা পতৰ্ািদ িলিখ এটা আদশর্নীয় জীৱন কটাই গ'ল। েতওঁক মই এবাৰ
উত্তৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ েদৗলেগািবন্দ মিন্দৰৰ বািহৰত হঠােত লগ পাইিছেলা। মই চািৰ বছৰমান
আগেত গাড়ীত তুিল েতওঁক পানবজাৰৰ আতাৰ ঘৰৈল ৈল ৈগিছেলা যােত েমিধ পিৰয়ালৰ
পানবজাৰৰ ঘৰেটা সংৰক্ষন কিৰব পািৰ। েতওঁ আগৰ্হী আৰু আনিন্দত আিছল। িকন্তু েসই
ঘৰেটা আৰু তাত নাই। েকবা বছৰ আগেত গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ িবেবকানন্দ েকন্দৰ্ত অনুিস্থত এখন
সভাত েতওঁক সন্মান জেনাৱা অনুস্থান এটা দূৰদশর্নত েদখা পাইিছেলা, েসইিদনা মই এটা
চৰকাৰী কামত পিশ্চমবংগৰ িদনাজপুৰ িজলাৰ বাংলােদশ সীমান্তত আিছেলা। অনুস্থানৰ
িকয়দাংশই েমাৰ মনত বহুত পৰ্শ্নৰ সৃিষ্ট কেৰ। আিম বাৰু েতওঁক যথাযথ সমব্ধর্না জনাব
পািৰেলােন?

মই অিত দুিখত েয আিজ পৰ্ায় িতিন মাহমান অসমৰ বািহৰত থকাৰ কাৰেণ েতওঁক
েশষ মূহুতর্ত হাস্পতালত লগ ধৰা নহ'ল। যিদও েতওঁক েমাৰ সুিধব লগা েক'বাটাও কথা
আিছল, তথািপ েশষ মুহুতর্ত েতওঁৰ স'েত কথা পতা নহ'ল। আিম অৱেশ� েতওঁৰ মৃতু� হ'ব
বুিল ভবা নািছেলা, কাৰণ েশষ সময়ৈলেক েতওঁৰ কনিচয়াছেনছ আিছল। ভিৱষ�েত েতওঁৰ
কাৰেণ িকবা এটা কৰাৰ কথা আিম ইিতমেধ� পােৰা। অসমত গ‌ুণীজনক উপযুক্ত সন্মান
জেনাৱাৰ পিৰেবশ এটা গিঢ় তুিলব পািৰেল "ভগৱতী দাদা"ৰ দেৰ ব�িক্তসকলক অিধক
অনুপৰ্ািণত কিৰব পৰা যাব বুিল আশা কিৰব পািৰ।

——
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শ�ামভদৰ্ েমিধ এজন অৱসৰপৰ্াপ্ত আই এ এচ্ িবষয়া৷ েতওঁ হ’ল েমিধৰ ডাঙৰ
মামাকৰ ডাঙৰ পুতৰ্৷

— পৰ্কাশ: অগৰ্দূত, ১৫ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী ২০১৭
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Regional Contributors

Professor Medhi
–Gautam Barua

Professor Jyoti Medhi will be missed by many of us. That his
time was approaching, we all knew, but when the end came,
the loss was nevertheless there. I have had the good fortune
to have interacted with this wonderful person for a number of
years. He was a true scholar, and a dedicated teacher. His early
achievements could have enabled him to build a career anywhere
in the world, but he chose to come back to Guwahati and stayed.
In spite of the relatively small Mathematics community here, he
worked to build the Department of Statistics at the University
and he helped a number of its faculty to get PhD degrees under
his guidance. He showed everyone how you can continue to
do research at the global level even if you are not at a leading
institution of the world. For much of his life there was no Internet
and so many of the things we take for granted today were not
available to him.
What made him a global academician? He did a lot of

commendable work and published his work in leading journals
of the world. He had over forty publications and he had a h-
index of 15 which is very high for the number of publications
he had. The number is even more impressive when we consider
that many of his publications are from the pre-Internet era, when
access to information was not so good. But he also wrote a
number of books. Two of his books, ''Stochastic Models in
Queueing Theory" (Academic Press) and ''Stochastic Processes"
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(New Age) are known all over the world. This is borne by the
large number of citations these books have had (646 and 495
respectively, according to Google Scholar). The second book has
seen a lot of success in classrooms too. It has gone into a 4th
edition. In fact, the 4th edition was released shortly before his
death and a copy of which he got to see.
Prof Medhi was involved with IIT Guwahati right from the

beginning of the Institute in 1995. He had visited a number
of the other IITs earlier and he knew that in an IIT he would
find fellow researchers. He sought us and we were glad to have
the support and help of such an expert. He sat in many faculty
selection committees. He was a member of our Senate for a term.
He took part in the activities of the Mathematics Department of
the Institute. In the early years, most faculty at IITG were young
and he, as a father figure, guided many of them who are now
themselves doing so well on the global scale. He was a frequent
visitor to the central library of the Institute as long as his health
allowed him to do so. The Institute has honoured him with a
Honoris Causa Doctorate.
As I was involved in IITG administration for quite a while,

my interactions with him were many and our interactions grew
further closer once his son Deep Medhi started interacting with
me, as we work in overlapping fields. In later years he leaned on
me and I leaned on him for support. Even then I was surprised
to find that at a time when we were worried about his weakening
health, the every hungry researcher in him was able to publish
a short article in a University of Missouri Journal in 2013. He
was 85 when he wrote the article and 88 when it got published!
This showed how dedicated he was to the quest for knowledge.
May his soul rest in peace.
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——
Gauta Barua was a former Director of IIT-Guwahati and is the
current Director of IIIT-Guwahati.

XX

Medhi Uncle
–Karmeshu

I have a long association spanning almost five decades with
Prof. J. Medhi whom I addressed as uncle. Uncle Medhi and my
father (late Prof. H.C. Gupta) were together at the University of
Manchester, U.K. in 1954 and subsequently uncle Medhi returned
to University of Gauhati and my father joined University of
Delhi. I had the good fortune of meeting uncle and his family
when they visited us in Delhi in the 1960s. I was a student
pursuing B.Sc.(Hons.) Physics at University of Delhi and have
fond memories of his affection towards me and interest in my
academic pursuits.
After my Ph.D. on ''Diffusion of Brownian particles and

Langevin equation," I was a visiting Assistant Professor at
University of Waterloo in the Department of Systems Design.
There I became familiar and got interested in uncle's research
work on queueing theory and studied the excellent book
authored by him on Stochastic Processes, Wiley 1982. I was
extremely happy to find American Mathematical Monthly 1982
mentioned the book to be a masterpiece, which had found its
way into syllabi of graduate course in Probability and Statistics
in various universities and R&D centers across the world. Many
generations learnt stochastic processes and their applications
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from this book. After joining School of Computer and Systems
Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University in 1986, I followed his
book on Stochastic Models in Queueing Theory, Academic Press.
Many of my M. Tech/Ph.D. students learnt queueing theory for
performance studies of communication networks from these two
books, which have been remarkable addition to the knowledge
base in these areas.
I am highly appreciative of the fact that Prof. Medhi had the

unique ability, though rare, to have expertise in both theoretical
and applied aspects of statistical methodology. What was
remarkable about Prof. Medhi was that he decided to continue
to remain at Gauhati and spread the culture of mathematical
sciences not only North-East region but across the whole country.
Prof. Medhi made outstanding contributions to the field of
time-series, queueing theory and application of sample surveys
methodology to applied problems. He published extensively
in research journals of great repute, both in service as well
as post-retirement period. In view of his vast contributions to
the cause of science, in particular mathematical sciences, Vigyan
Prasar (An autonomous organization under DST, Government of
India) brought out a book ''Glimpses into the Life and Works
of J Medhi" authored by Dr. C. K. Chetia. Prof. Medhi was
Honorary Professor at Institute of Advanced Study in Science
and Technology, Guwahati.
During last five years of my frequent visits to Guwahati, I

always made it a point to visit uncle Medhi and his family.
As usual, he was warm and affectionate and appreciated my
visit. Even at the age of ninety, he was full of enthusiasm
and would discuss research problems with me. Every time I
visited, he would encourage me to continue to be active in
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research and blessed me. This was a wonderful feeling. He
was a very affable person and because of his disposition, he
was widely respected. Prof. Medhi was totally devoted to his
research and deeply interested in dissemination of mathematical
sciences. He dedicated to the cause of research in statistical
sciences and produce outstanding scholars. Prof. Medhi was a
great and complete human being.

——
Karmeshu is a Professor in the School of Computer and Systems
Sciences at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

XX

Professor JyotiPrasad Medhi Sir: A
Visionary Par Excellence

–Tarini Kumar Dutta

Ever respected 'Professor JyotiPrasad Medhi Sir': a brilliant
academician, a world-famous scholar, a person of towering
personality, leadership and multi- faceted ideology, outstanding
teacher and creator of highly dignified and progressive family
and strong believer of rich Indian Philosophy, passed away on 3
February, 2017 in Guwahati due to his old age ailment, leaving
behind two highly educated sons and two daughters and a
host of relatives. While I got admission into the mathematics
department of Gauhati university in 1972, I learnt about his
idealism in perfect teaching, and since then I was in frequent
touch with him for various academic discussion including his
extra-ordinary zeal of performing deep-rooted research work
with innovative and original ideas of evolution.
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Prof. Medhi Sir was born in 1924 in a culturally rich family of
Ramdia village in the district of Kamrup, Assam State. With
exceptional devotion and academic enthusiasm, he had built
up a very brilliant academic career from school level to Master
degree. He obtained his Master Degree in Pure Mathematics from
Calcultta University with two Gold- Medals: one for securing
first position and the second for securing record marks. He joined
the Cotton College in 1948 as a Lecturer in Mathematics for a
short period and then he joined the department of Mathematics
& Statistics of Gauhati University in 1949 and worked in the
Independent Statistics Department till his retirement in 1985.
Being engrossed in the mission of his research career, Prof.

Medhi Sir went to Manchester University in UK in 1952 in
order to pursue MS degree in Statistics (by Thesis) under the
supervision of Prof. M.S. Barlett on Time Series Analysis. After
successful completion of his MS degree, he joined the university
of Paris for a Doctorate degree under the guidance of Prof. R.
Fortet. In 1956, the university of Paris awarded him the degree
of Dr-es-Sc (D.Sc.) on him with special honour ''Tres-Honorable."
During this time, he studied a diploma course in French language
and obtained the ''Diplome de Langue Francaise" with 'honorable'
in 1955. His initial research paper jointly with Prof. Barlett
''On the efficiency of procedures for smoothing periodogram
from time series with continuous spectra" was published in
Biometrica (London) in 1955 with far reaching consequences.
Prof. T. Subba Rao, the first Ph.D. scholar of Medhi Sir at
Gauhati University and at present an Emeritus Professor at the
University of Manchester described in a special issue of Assam
Statistical Review, a Research Journal in Statistics published by
Dibrugarh University as a mark of respect to Medhi Sir in 1991
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as follows:
''... when I discussed with Prof. Medhi for a possible topic
for research, he suggested to me that I should look into
spectral analysis of time series to which he introduced me
and which was considered at that time (during 1960) to be
the most advanced and useful research field (with potential
applications for engineering and meteorology etc.). In fact,
many of the chapters of my Ph.D. thesis submitted to the
University of Gauhati (1966) were on spectral estimation:
a subject on which I am still working nearly for 30 years.
I chose this topic as a tribute to Professor Medhi ... "

During the period of 1956 to 1985, Prof. Medhi Sir produced
ten Ph.D. scholars in diverse fields like Time Series Analysis,
Univariate and Multivariate distributions, Stochastic Processes,
Econometrics, Demography, Operations Research, Optimization
Theory and Mathematical Logic. He published more than 50
research papers most of which are thought provoking prominent
papers published in high standard research journals. To speak
honestly, his prominent publication placed Gauhati University
on the ''Academic World Map" of research in different branches
of Statistics. Prof. K.R. Parthasarathy, an Emeritus Distinguished
Scientist of ISI Delhi, in one of his papers entitled ''Some
highlights on the work in probability theory in India during
1980-2008: A Report" published in Current Trends in Science
wrote:

''A considerable amount of research in Applied Probability
has been going on in the universities and IITs. ... Some
major centres of such activity have been in groups around
Professor J. Medhi in Guwahati ..."

His other research fields, viz. Estimation of spectral density
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function of time series, Probability Distribution, Stochastic Process
in Queueing, Meteorology and Hydrology, Econometrics, etc. are
of immense practical importance in computer, communication
system, transportation and industrial processes. His illuminating
research works attracted many outstanding scholars of many
prestigious universities abroad. The doctoral thesis of a scholar
from MIT and another from University of Toronto leaned heavily
on his works.. In the research paper ''A Diffusion Model for
Packet Travel Time in a Random MultiHop Medium" published
in ACM Transactions on Sensor Networks, vol. 2, no. 3, pp. 111-
-128, 2006, Prof. Erol Gelenbe of Imperial College, London
wrote:

''... We represent the distance of the packet to the
destination by a Brownian motion [Einstein 1926; Medhi
1991]."

Citation of Prof. Medhi's name in the same bracket along with
Einstein indeed highlights Prof. Medhi Sir as an outstanding
contributor in the scientific research field. In another research
paper, "The Bulk service queue with a General Control Strategy:
Theoretical Analysis and a New Computational Procedure"
written by Prof. W.B. Powell of Princeton university and Prof.
P. Humblet of MIT, USA, the authors cited 5 papers of Prof.
Medhi and his co-workers out of a total of 16 papers in the
reference section. And many more examples may be described
in this direction. Prof. Medhi Sir's creative brain still worked
till his death. Probably his last research paper ''Success runs in
Symmetric Bernouli Process" was published in Missouri Journal
of Mathematical Sciences, vol. 25, no. 2, pp. 215-219, 2013. He
published this paper at the age of around 90, a marvelous work
in world history of science. Prof. Myron Hlynka of University of
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Windsor, Canada commented:
''It is a gem- small and beautiful ... and Prof. Medhi
connected his work with some Indian linguistic history,
Wonderful!"

In addition, Medhi Sir wrote six books, five of which are in
English and one in his mother tongue Assamese. His first book,
Stochastic Processes, was published in 1982 has been widely used
as a text book for graduate, post-graduate and research level
courses in many countries all over the world. In a review in
American Mathematical Monthly in 1982, Prof. Theodore A. Vessey,
an expert in Probability Theory and Stochastic Processes from
the USA, wrote:

''... Of the dozen or more texts published in the last
five years aimed at the students with the background of
first course of probability and statistics but not yet to
measure theory, this is the clear choice. An extremely well
organized, lucidly written text with numerous problems,
examples and references. The emphasis is on Markov
process with applications ..."

Similar comments on his different books are found in different
reviews of world scientific publications.
For many academic programs as a Visiting Professor Medhi Sir

visited University of Montreal, Canada (1967-1969); McMaster
university, Canada (1984, 1993); University of Wisconsin, USA
(1985) and University of Toronto, Canada (1982, 1987). Moreover,
he served with dedication Dibrugarh, Delhi, Chandigarh, Calcutta,
Gujarat, Patna, Kurukhetra, Pune, Madras, Utkal, Osmania,
Tirupati Ambalay universities and IIT Kanpur, IIT Madras,
IIT Bombay, IIM Kolkata, IIT Guwahati, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Bidyapeeth and so many, as invited speakers. Gauhati University
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conferred on him the title of Emeritus Professor in 1987,and
Dibrugarh University awarded D.Sc. degree (Honoris Causa) in
1997.
Prof. Medhi Sir contributions are not only in the academic

world, but also in the big Corporate houses all over the Globe. In
August 1993, Prof. Medhi Sir, after completion of an assignment
in Canada was on a private visit to USA with a tourist visa.
Motorola Inc (Satelite Communications Division, Chandler, AZ,
USA) on their own initiative, requested the Immigration and
Naturalization Service of USA to grant him non-immigrant
VISA classification that would allow him to render scientific
consultation. Finally it was done, and thus Medhi Sir offered
significant helping hands to many Corporate sectors.
After his retirement in 1985 from Gauhati University, he

became the Director of Institute of Advanced Study in Science
and Technology (1985-1987). As the Director he laid a strong
academic and research foundation with solid towers and pinnacles
for which it has become today as one of leading research
institutes in India. Further he was the Chairman, Assam
State Selection Board (1985-1990), Chairman, Education Reforms
Commission, Assam (1993-1995).
Prof. Medhi Sir was a versatile genius and was closely

associated with different socio- academic organizations. He fully
understood the precious value of time and was a dedicated
lover of reading different news papers, various books, magazines,
journals in order to keep a breast of day- to- day knowledge all
over the world. He was steadfast in decision, determination,
uncompromising and unyielding with ideology and everyone
bowed down to his dynamic and towering personality. Physically,
though he is no more, the art of maintaining his family and social
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life, his helping ideology to all section of people, his voice and
advice, etc. still haunt our memory and his immortal soul still
survives with us to inspire and stimulate us all the time. Lastly,
I pray to the Almighty to grant eternal peace to his noble soul,
and that sufficient strength is given to the family members to
bear this irreparable loss.

——
Tarini Kumar Dutta is a Consulting Professor, Mathematics

Science Division at Institute of Advanced Study in Science and
Technology. He retired as a professor of Mathematics from Gauhati
University.

XX

Glimpses of A Great Teacher and Human
Being

–Jyotirmay Chakravarty

He did not teach me in college or university. I did not meet
him frequently. But I always carried in my mind his image as
what an ideal teacher ought to be.
When I joined Cotton College as a pre-university student in

1976, I met Deepankar (Debu) who became my close friend. I
came to know that he was the son of Prof. Jyoti Prasad Medhi
about whose scholarship I was beginning to learn. Students used
to talk about the text books he wrote, and about his research
work. But my first meeting with him took place at what was a
rather unlikely place - Jadabpur University, Kolkata, in the year
1977. I was called for an interview for the National Science
Talent Search Scholarship conducted by the NCERT. When I
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was waiting outside the interview room, I came to know from
some of my predecessors that Prof. Medhi was there as one of
the Board members. As I entered the room and wished the
Chairman, I threw a quick glance at the other members, and
could immediately place Prof. Medhi as the second member on
the right of where I was to sit. As I saw him, the image of a
very pleasant, gentle and peaceful countenance got imprinted
in my mind, whose smiling eyes were continuously pouring
out affection and goodwill. This was the first ever interview I
faced. The first question to me from the Chairman was what
my hobby was, and there my answer landed on the wrong
court. My answer was - listening to cricket commentaries! The
Chairman stared at me for a few seconds and remarked almost
jeeringly, ''You just tune into the radio and sit listening to the
commentary?" I realized that I should have said something like
''reading scientific journals" or ''doing scientific projects." But
making a shift at that time could be even worse. Involuntarily, I
glanced towards my right, and saw a pair of kindly, reassuring
eyes saying that nothing has been lost yet. My confidence came
back to me. After one or two questions on cricket, the Chairman
asked me what the length of the cricket pitch was, and then asked
me to convert the length to light years. I did not remember the
numerical value of the light year, and therefore wrote down the
entire mathematical expression on a piece of paper and presented
it to the Chairman saying that if we carry out the calculations,
we will get the value. The Chairman looked carefully at what
I wrote, said ''Good!" and handed me over to the next member.
The other members asked me some questions on Physics and
Chemistry, which I could answer. Finally Prof. Medhi was to
take his turn. I became a little tense because I had no idea what
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questions could be asked on Statistics or Mathematics. But when
he asked, it was much less like asking a question and more like
inviting me or helping me to solve an interesting problem. He
wrote out a numeric polynomial of degree five or seven and
asked if that was divisible by four. It struck me quickly that the
expression could be factorized, and indeed, four came out as one
of the factors. As soon as he sensed that I was proceeding in
the right direction, he said ''Ok, that is fine," and my interview
was over. Just for the sake of completeness, I did receive the
scholarship that year.
A few years later, Debu joined me at St. Stephen's in the

Post-Graduate classes. Prof. Medhi during those years used to
visit Universities all over India as well as abroad as a visiting
Professor or as a member of various Boards. He used to make
short transit halts in Delhi and come down to our college to see
Debu. I remember a couple of such visits during which I met
him closely. I initially felt a little awkward while going out to
meet him, not knowing what to talk about or what to ask, as I
felt very small in front of his stature and scholarship. But his
unassuming manners and pleasant and affectionate disposition
soon put me completely at ease. It was amazing how such a
simple person could actually be doing the kind of work he was
doing on his subject, which were highly acclaimed and received
with great respect worldwide by scholars and researchers. One
such day, just before he was to leave from Delhi, I was sitting
with him in Debu's hostel room. Suddenly, Parag (Late Parag
Kumar Das) appeared at the door and asked Debu in his typical
loud and clear voice, ''Has Jyotida gone?" From where he was
standing, he could not see Prof. Medhi. As Parag walked into the
room, Debu, with an upward tilt of his face turned towards Prof.
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Medhi coolly indicating to Parag that he was still there. Parag
was mortified, and dumbly rephrased the question, ''Jyotirmoyda
has not gone?" Prof. Medhi understood, smiled quietly and did
not say anything. This was the only occasion when Parag, who
was one year junior to me in college, ever addressed me as
''dada"!
After joining the Police service, I never had a posting in

Guwahati until the year 2000. Before I went out to Delhi on
Central deputation sometime in the year 2004, I went to his
residence a couple of times when Debu was in Guwahati. I met
him after a lapse of almost twenty years. But he recognized me
and placed me immediately, and also recalled a lot of things
about me. I felt extremely honored and privileged. I did not
have the fortune of being his student. But he was a teacher
wherever he was, and in every moment of his life. Teachings
of a great teacher travel far beyond the confines of class rooms
and campuses and come straight into our life in many forms.
More than the inputs delivered on a particular subject or topic,
great teachers are remembered for their ability to inspire the
souls and enlighten the minds of people who come into contact
with them. Great lessons are learnt from their character, their
conduct, their sense of dedication, their humility and selfless
interest in students who come to learn from them, and above all,
the limitless goodwill and affection that they constantly shower
on the entire humanity. And I think it does not require a very
erudite mind to spot such greatness, because even the ordinary
mind can easily see and feel it, like I have probably done.

——
Jyotirmay Chakravarty, IPS, is an officer in the Indian Police
Service in the Assam Cadre, which he joined in 1986.
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J P Khura
–Paban Kumar Borthakur

One is fortunate to get the company of a great man. He
is more fortunate to get such a company in a simple, homely
environment. Such is my case of association with Prof. (Dr.) J P
Medhi, whom I addressed with respect as 'Khura'.
'Debuda' was my senior in St. Stephen's College. He was in

5th year of M. Sc. Mathematics, when I joined the college in
1st year B. Sc. (hons) course in 1982. He was different in many
ways from others --- in his talking and his silence, walking or
waiting, writing or lecturing. He was like my elder brother and
guide in the college. I often wondered about these rare qualities
about 'Debuda'. The day I met 'J P Khura' in their residence
at Guwahati, my mind was clear as to how so many of the
personalities of Khura was reflected in Debuda's personae. Cool,
composed, intellectually radiating ...
I found Khura very very affectionate and encouraging. He not

only encouraged me every time I had the occasion or opportunity
to meet him, he also encouraged our two sons, whom I took to
him to receive his blessings. There are many simple persons in
every place. There are also some intellectual persons of high
calibre in many places. What I observed is that generally a kind
of arrogance is attached with the high level of intellect. But it
was completely missing in the case of J P Khura. He was simple
to the core of his heart; Always with a smiling face and listening
ears.
I consider myself lucky to come into association with such a

great Professor and fatherly figure. Let him shine wherever his
is today. Let him reside in a peaceful abode. Om Shanti!
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——
Paban Kumar Borthakur is a member of the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) in the Assam Cadre.

XX

My impressions
–Uttam Kumar Borthakur

It was sometime in the year of 1976 or 1977 that each of the
science students of the pre-university classes had been asked by
the Departments of Physics and Chemistry of Cotton College to
name a partner for the practical lessons. I was not prepared for
this. I did not know who I should ask to be my partner. I knew
that after everyone had chosen his or hers, someone would fall
into my lot, and so I decided to wait.
I was pleasantly surprised when Deepankar Medhi (Debu, as

he was popularly known) asked me whether I would like to
team up with him. At that time, I was wondering if I should
give up mathematics, while Debu and a few others would solve
the sums with alacrity. I thought my goose was cooked, when
`dy/dx' of differential calculus turned out to be something other
than division of `dy by dx'. So when he had chosen me as his
practical partner, I was pretty vexed as to why he had picked
me up! I have never asked him though.
Occasionally, I visited Debu's home at Jalukbari. I was

introduced to Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi, Debu's father. He smiled
and he looked genial to me. But I, like most hostellers, was
more interested in what Bor Ma cooked for us! I called her Bor
Ma from the very beginning, as I got to know from my mother
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that she was senior to her in studies. By association, Debu's
father became my Bor Deuta. I did not have much to do with
a scholarly looking professor and only knew that he was head
of the Statistics Department of Gauhati University. Bor Ma was
closer.
Though in my mind my friendship with Debu was never

interrupted, yet as it happened in my case with most of my
classmates, I had lost contact with him also for almost fifteen
years or so. Internet brought us closer again in the mid part of the
nineties of the last century. One evening, I had been briefing a
senior colleague about a case, when discussions somehow took us
to Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi. Advocate Kamrul Hussain Choudhury
(a.k.a. Selim) had told me with great respect about the giant
of an academician that Bor Deuta was. I simply had no idea
that he was an internationally acclaimed authority in statistics.
May be a few years later, I had attended a meeting with Debu,
where I was in awe to listen to a very learned man saying that
Professor Medhi was possibly the eldest living scientist in India
who was still active in research. The Internet brought to me more
information about this illustrious son of Assam but I never felt
any unease talking to him about mundane things of this world.
But then, that was my best. And it was quite mortifying to me
when he would introduce me to others saying that I was pretty
bright!
One day I was reading something about his contributions

to Queuing Theory. I had earlier read a write-up by one of
his students about a practical problem he had solved regarding
movement of vehicles through a terminus. Then I realized that
Debu, who is an author in routing and networking, must be
using similar methods for achieving optimality in traffic in the
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Net. My guess was right. I could find the references. Earlier I
had considered that my friend was a very learned man. From
then on, I began to consider Bor Deuta lot smarter than Debu
ever was!
When in his confusion, Bor Deuta was reading the newspaper

upside down in the hospital bed one morning, I realized for the
second time in my life the kind of havoc that infection plays
even in the minds of a man with immense mental abilities. Next
time I met him, he was finding the oxygen mask annoying. He
vaguely smiled once and gripped my hands firmly with his. I
was sick for a few days in between and I was getting better news
from Bablu (his younger son) and my friend Dr. Sanjeev Kumar
Bhuyan. Like everyone else, I began to think that this resilient
man had made another comeback. But that was not supposed
to be.
It was almost ritualistic for me to visit him on first day of July

each year. If I could not, I would call. The third day of July
was my father's birthday. It was apposite that Bor Deuta had
his birthday two days ahead of Deuta. This first day of July and
henceforth, he shall be missed.

——
Uttam Kumar Borthakur is his elder son's life-long friend.

XX

A Tribute to a Great Motivator, Medhi Sir
–Hiranya Borah

Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi, popularly known as Medhi sir, is one of
doyen of statistical fraternity of the entire country and one of the
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most popular statisticians of the world. He is one of the pioneers
of stochastic process in India. As a student of statistics, I know
how much he was respected among the students and teachers of
statistics in India. Due to my official position, I am blessed to
travel all over the world to attend a few official and un-official
meetings and seminars on official statistics. In most of the places,
the participants are aware of three Indian statisticians: Professor
Mahalnobis, Professor Rao, and Professor Medhi, if not more.
That is the stature of Medhi sir in the eyes of the statisticians'
world over.
I am very fortunate to interact with this mega star of statistics

due to my friendship with his elder son Debu (Dr. Deepankar
Medhi) and also, equally unfortunate not to be a student of
Medhi sir.
At personal level, I was indebted to sir on many accounts.

He was a referee on all of my applications for jobs during my
student cum un-employed days.
During 1979-81, I had to stay at Medhi sir's residential quarter

at Jalukbari many times due to thrust-upon holidays by the
college authority. During my stay at his residence in Jalukbari,
I seldom opened my mouth before sir fearing he might ask me
something on statistics. As a student of statistics, I never been
a student who had the audacity to interact with sir. Perhaps
he also understood my mental condition as soon as I used to
appear before him. He always asked me questions on many
things except statistics. I used to give answers in one or two
words only. Debu usually teased me for that.
But when the question of career building of mine came to his

court, he helped me like a true guardian. He advised me on
how to appear before an interview, what should be studied for
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competitive examinations etc. Even when we reached Delhi for
our masters, he took personal interest so that we were not sent
back by Delhi University for not having our result out at the
time of admission. It is because of his personal intervention, we
were able to get admission in Delhi University. Most probably,
without that help, I would not be where I am at at this juncture
of my life.
When I was selected for Indian Statistical Service in 1985, I

went to his residence (Debu was in the USA at that time) to tell
him about my selection, he hugged me like a father which I shall
never forget. That was the last time I met him at his University
quarters in Jalukbari. After that, when I was posted in Guwahati
as the Regional Head of NSSO, I used to call sir to inaugurate
our training programmes to motivate our officers and officials.
In most of the times, he was gracious enough to honour our
invitations. During my stay in Guwahati, I was a regular visitor
at his Silpukhuri residence.
I am sure many of the brilliant students of sir will write on

his statistical statesmanship, his extra-ordinary knowledge on the
subject, but I am avoiding that simply because, being a dwarf
in statistics, I cannot measure the height of the statistical giant.
Therefore, I want to share something I learnt from sir which is
completely non-statistical in nature.
I learnt from him what modesty is. I learnt from him, how to

bring up children to be good citizens. I learnt from him how to
motivate students/ children for higher studies without uttering
a single sentence to study further, how to motivate an elderly
person to work even after retirement. I learnt from him how
to motivate a subordinate to work beyond his/ her potential
without using a single harsh word. He motivated me how to
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live a disciplined life. He motivated me, how to beat diabetes to
live a long and extremely fruitful life. I am sure he motivated
many of his students and colleagues through his actions, not by
words.
His demise will definitely create a void in the statistical

fraternity which will probably never be filled in near future. In
my opinion, his loss will not be limited to the statistical fraternity
only, it is a great loss for Assam as he was the only professional
known in any professional discipline outside the country.
I am happy in way that Sir was active till his last days, which

is normally not so common at the age of 90 plus. Further, his
sons and daughters are well placed in the society, which many
successful people cannot boast of. I wish Baidew a healthy life
and further success to his offsprings.
At last, thank you Medhi Sir for your contribution to my life.

——
Hiranya Borah is a member of the Indian Statistical Service (ISS)
and is a life-long friend of his elder son.

XX

A tribute to Medhi Uncle
–Anuradha Barua

It came as a shock to me when Rumjhum, my dear friend of
over 40 years, called to inform me that her father (Medhi Uncle
to me) had passed away.
I had the good fortune of knowing Medhi Uncle since the

mid 1980's. Being a frequent visitor to Rumjhum's house in
Silpukhuri, I would almost always find Uncle sitting in the living
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room or out on the verandah of their house, absorbed in a book
or reading the newspaper. He would always greet me with a
smile and ask about my progress in studies. In those days,
maybe I never really realized how much he was revered as an
academician across the world. Rumjhum would frequently tell
me about his trips abroad as a visiting professor and I gradually
came to realize how fortunate I was to know him from such
close quarters. His greatness lay in the fact that he was so very
simple in his way of life and so humble that I never had to think
twice before requesting him to explain something I had found
difficult to understand in class. He made it sound so simple and
interesting that things would immediately become crystal clear.
The last time I met him (in November last year), he looked at

me with his characteristic smile, gave me a firm handshake and
thanked me for visiting him. Little did I know that it would be
the last time I would meet him.
I think there is one way someone can live on, and it is through

those you leave behind. I see Uncle in his children and sweet
loving Aunty, who even in her hour of grief still remembered to
offer me a cup of tea.
Goodbye, Uncle and may you be in peace, wherever you are.

I will miss you.
——
Anuradha Barua is his youger daughter's life-long friend.
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ৰাজহুৱা

এগৰাকী জ্ঞান-তপসব্ীৰ েসাঁৱৰণত
–নেগন শইকীয়া

গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ আন্তজর্ািতক জগতত অধ�াপক ডক্টৰ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ
ব�িক্ততব্ এিট অনুষ্ঠান-সব্ৰূপ ৈহ উিঠিছল। আনহােত, িশক্ষাথর্ী আৰু সহকমর্ীেক ধিৰ পািৰ-
বািৰক তথা পিৰিচত সামািজক জীৱনত েতেখত আিছল সংেবদনশীল, েপৰ্ৰণাদায়ক বনু্ধৰ
দেৰ। 'গভীৰ জল-সঞ্চাৰী েৰৗ মাছৰ'ৰ দেৰ গবর্হীন এইগৰাকী ব�িক্ত আিছল জ্ঞানৰ তপসব্ীৰ
দেৰ। েসইবােবই েদশ আৰু িবেদশৰ িবিভন্ন উচ্চস্তৰীয় িশক্ষানুষ্ঠােন আগবেঢ়াৱা সন্মানজনক
পদ আৰু পদবী িবনেয়েৰ পৰ্ত�াখ�ান কিৰ এই আত্মপৰ্চাৰ িবমুখ পিণ্ডত গৰাকীেয় িতৰানৈবব্
বছৰ বয়সৈলেক জ্ঞানৰ সাধনা কিৰ গ'ল। সকেলােৰ পৰ্িত সমদৃিষ্টসম্পন্ন এইগৰাকী পিণ্ডতৰ
আিছল মানুহৰ পৰ্িত গভীৰ সহৃদয়তা আৰু সমাজৰ পৰ্িতও দায়বদ্ধতা।

কামৰূপৰ ৰামিদয়াত ১৯২৪ খৰ্ীষ্টাŀেত জন্মলাভ কিৰেলও িনেচই ৈশশৱেৰ পৰা েতেখতৰ
িপতৃ-মাতৃৰ ৈসেত পিৰয়ালিট িডবৰ্ুগড়ৰ বািসন্দা হ'ল। িডবৰ্ুগড়েত সু্কলীয়া িশক্ষা গৰ্হণ কৰা
পৰ্িতভাৱান ছাতৰ্ েমিধেয় িবদ�ায়তিনক জীৱনৰ েশষ স্তৰৈলেক সমান কৃিততব্েৰ জ্ঞানৰ সাধন
কিৰ গ'ল-ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীসকলৰ বােব ৈহ থািকল আৰু এিতয়াও ৈহ থািকব েপৰ্ৰণাৰ েসউজীয়া
উৎস।

ধীৰ, িস্থৰ, অত�ন্ত পিৰশীিলত ব�ৱহাৰৰ এই শালপৰ্াংশ‌ু পিণ্ডতগৰাকীৰ চকুেৱ-মুেখ িবয়িপ
পৰা েকামল সহৃদয়তাৰ েপাহেৰ সকেলােক সমােন আকষর্ণ কিৰ আিহিছল। মই ব�িক্তগত-
ভােৱ েযিতয়াই েতেখতক লগ পাইিছেলাঁ েতেখতৰ ব�িক্ততব্ৰ এই েমাহনীয়তাৰ পৰ্িত আকষর্ণ
অনুভৱ কিৰিছেলাঁ। মই েতেখতৰ ছাতৰ্ েহাৱাৰ েসৗভাগ� লাভ কৰা নািছেলাঁ যিদও েমাৰ
এগৰাকী িশক্ষাগ‌ুৰু সব্ৰূেপই শৰ্দ্ধা কিৰ আিহিছেলাঁ। েতেখতৰ পািথর্ৱ শৰীৰী ৰূপ অিগ্নেয়
গৰ্হণ কিৰেলও েতেখেত ৈথ েযাৱা িবদ�ায়তিনক সম্পদৰ মাজত েতেখত সদায় জীৱন্ত ৈহ
থািকব। েতেখতৰ সৃ্মিতত মই েমাৰ গভীৰ শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিল িনেৱদন কিৰেলাঁ।

৯-২-১৭

71



অধ�াপক েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধঃ সশৰ্দ্ধ স্মৰণ
–ভুবেনশব্ৰ চহৰীয়া

কমর্েকই পৰ্কৃতাথর্ত ধমর্ বুিল জ্ঞান কৰা এজন কমর্েযাগীৰ জীৱনৰ সফল পিৰসমািপ্ত
ঘিটল। গিণত জগতৰ এগৰাকী মহীৰূপ অধ�াপক েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ আমাৰ মাজৰপৰা
িচৰিদনৰ বােব গ‌ুিচ গ'ল। এগৰাকী িনষ্ণাত গিণতজ্ঞৰ এক গািণিতক জীৱনৰ অৱসান
হ'ল।

সাম্পৰ্িতক কালৰ িয েকইগৰাকী ভাৰতীয় পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানীেয় েতেখতসকলৰ িবচক্ষণ
কমর্ৰািজৰ জিৰয়েত আন্তজর্ািতক খ�ািত অজর্ন কিৰবৈল সক্ষম ৈহেছ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ
েসই সকলৰ মাজৰ অন�তম অসম মাতৃৰ কৃতী সন্তান েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধেয় িনৰন্তৰ সাধনা
আৰু অধ�ৱসায়ৰ জিৰয়েত আন্তজর্ািতক খ�ািত লাভ কিৰ অকল িনজেক নহয় েদশ মাতৃেকা
িবশব্ৰ শ‌ুদ্ধ আৰু পৰ্ােয়ািগক িবজ্ঞানৰ মানিচতৰ্ত পৰ্িতিষ্ঠত কিৰ ৈথ গ'ল।

বাল�কালৰপৰাই এগৰাকী তীক্ষ্ণধী ছাতৰ্ িহচােপ পিৰচয় িদয়া েজ�ািত েমিধেয় ১৯৪১ চনত
বৰ্হ্মপুতৰ্ উপত�কাৰ িভতৰত স্থান দখল কিৰ ষ্টাৰ নমব্ৰ সহ পৰ্েৱিশকা পৰীক্ষা পাছ কেৰ।
ছুদমাছর্ন সব্ণর্ পদক লাভ কিৰ কটন কেলজৰপৰা স্নাতক িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। স্নাতেকাত্তৰ
িশক্ষা লাভৰ বােব েতেখত কিলকতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত ভিতর্ হয় আৰু সুখ�ািতেৰ শ‌ুদ্ধ গিণতত
স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। উেল্লখেযাগ� েয স্নাতক আৰু স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী লাভ কৰা
সময় েছাৱাত েতেখেত চািৰটা েসাণৰ পদেকেৰ পুৰসৃ্কত ৈহিছল।

১৯৪৮ চনত কটন কেলজৰ পৰ্বক্তা িহচােপ েযাগদান কিৰ েতেখেত কমর্জীৱনৰ পাতিন
েমেল। ১৯৪৯ চনত েতেখেত কটন কেলজ এিৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ গিণত িবভা-
গত েযাগদান কেৰ। তাৰপৰা েতেখত উচ্চ িশক্ষাৰ বােব েপিৰছৈল যায় আৰু েপিৰছ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িবখ�াত সম্ভািৱতািবদ আৰ ফৰেট'ৰ ততব্াৱধানত গেৱষণা কিৰ১৯৫৬ চনত
সম্ভািৱতা আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত ডক্তেৰট িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। ১৯৬৩ চনৰপৰা ১৯৮৫ চনত
চাকিৰৰপৰা অৱসৰ েলাৱা িদনৈলেক েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান
িবভাগৰ অধ�াপক আৰু মুৰবব্ী িহচােপ কাযর্িনবর্াহ কেৰ। এই কালেছাৱাৰ িভতৰেত েতেখেত
১৯৭৯ চনৰপৰা জনসংখ�া গেৱষণা েকন্দৰ্ৰ পিৰচালনাৰ দািয়তব্ও বহন কেৰ। ইয়াৰ উপিৰও
১৯৭২-৭৫ কালেছাৱাত েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িবজ্ঞান গ‌ুৰু (Dean, School
of Science) িহচােপ আৰু ১৯৮৫ চনৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ অস্থায়ী উপাচাযর্� িহচােপ
কাযর্� িনবর্াহ কেৰ। গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰপৰা অৱসৰ েলাৱাৰ পাছত ১৯৮৫ চনৰপৰা
১৯৮৭ চনৈল েতেখেত গ‌ুৱাহাটীৰ Institute of Advanced Studies in Science
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and Technologyৰ পিৰচালন সঞ্চালক িহচাপ, ১৯৮৫ চনৰপৰা ১৯৯০ চনৈল অসম
চৰকাৰৰ ৰািজ�ক বাছিন ব'ডর্ৰ অধ�ক্ষ িহচােপ আৰু ১৯৯৩ চনৰপৰা ১৯৯৫ চনৈল অসম
চৰকাৰৰ িশক্ষা সংস্কাৰ আেয়াগৰ অধ�ক্ষ িহচােপ কাযর্� িনবর্াহ কেৰ।

১৯৯৩ চনত েতেখত েযিতয়া কানাডাত আিছল েতিতয়া আেমিৰকা যুক্তৰাষ্টৰ্ৰ িবখ�াত
বহুেদশীয় িনগম মটৰলাৰ গেৱষণা িবভাগ এটাই েতেখতক ৈবজ্ঞািনক পৰামশর্দাতা িহচােপ
আমন্তৰ্ণ জনায়। েতেখেত এই আমন্তৰ্ণ গৰ্হণ কেৰ আৰু িনগমৰ গেৱষণা আৰু িবকাশ
িবভােগ সনু্মখীন েহাৱা েকতেবাৰ সমস�াৰ সমাধান-সূতৰ্ আগবঢ়ায়। ভাৰতত থকা ভাৰতীয়
গেৱষক িবজ্ঞানৈল আগবেঢ়াৱা এেন সন্মানৰ উদাহৰণ অিত িবৰল। এই অৱদানৰ শলাগ ৈল
অধ�াপক েমিধক অবিহৰাগতৰ মযর্াদা পৰ্দান কিৰবৰ বােব অনুেৰাধ জনাই আেমিৰকা যুক্তৰাষ্টৰ্
চৰকাৰৈল িনগমেটােৱ িলখা আেবদনপতৰ্খনৰ একাংশৰ উদৃ্ধিত তলত িদয়া হ'ল:

"Dr. Medhi is a recognised worldwide expert in the
queueing theory His publications and papers on the subject
have been presented to the brightest scientific minds in the
world. Dr. Medhi has anthored the text book 'Stochastic
Models in Queueing Theory.' His participation is of
enormous benefit to the.....project's success..."

পৰ্সম্ভাৱ� পৰ্কৰ্ম (Stochastic Processes) িবষয়ত অধ�াপক েমিধৰ গেৱষণাই িব-
শব্ৰ পিৰসংখ�া জগতত অিত উচ্চ স্থান অিধকাৰ কিৰ আেছ। েতেখতৰ দুকুিৰেৰা অিধক
গেৱষণা পতৰ্ আন্তজর্ািতক আেলাচনীত পৰ্কাশ পাইেছ আৰু েসই গেৱষণাৰ আঁত ধিৰ
এম আই িট, িপৰ্ন্সটন, টৰন্ট' আিদৰ দেৰ পৃিথৱীৰ িবিভন্ন মযর্�াদাসম্পন্ন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত
গেৱষণা চিল আেছ। ইিতপূেবর্ পৰ্কািশত েতেখতৰ গৰ্ন্থৰ িভতৰত িযদেৰ পৰ্সম্ভাৱ� পৰ্কৰ্ম,
পংিক্ত ততব্ৰ (Queueing Theory) দেৰ িবষয়ৰ উচ্চ পযর্ায়ৰ গৰ্ন্থ আেছ, েসইদেৰ
পিৰসাংিখ�কীয় পদ্ধিতৰদেৰ গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ স্নাতক েশৰ্ণীৰ উপেযাগী পু-
স্তক আেছ আৰু সবর্সাধাৰণ পঢ়ুৈৱৰ বােব পৰ্স্তুত কৰা গিণতৰ আেমাদজনক গৰ্ন্থও আেছ।
American Mathematical Monthly ত েতেখতৰ পৰ্কািশত গৰ্ন্থ Stochastic
Processes(John Wiley & Sons) সম্পেকর্ িদয়া মন্তব� এই ধৰণৰ, "of the
dozen books published in the last five years aimed at students
with a background of a first course in probablity and statistics but
not yet to measure theory this is the clear choice. An extremely
well orgainzed and lucidly written text with numerous problems,
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examples and references." Stochastic Models in Queueing Theory
(1991, Academic Press, Boston and San Diego) নামৰ উচ্চ পযর্ায়ৰ পা-
ঠ� পুিথখন Mathematical Review, Siam Revies, The Statistician আিদ
ঠাইত বহুলভােৱ পৰ্শংিসত ৈহেছ। মূলতঃ স্নাতক মহলাৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগৰ ছাতৰ্-
ছাতৰ্ীৰ বােব পৰ্ণীত যিদও েতেখতৰ Statistical Methods (1992, John Wiley &
Sons, New york and Wiley Eastern Ltd, New Delhi)নামৰ পুস্তকখন
মাধ�িমক, স্নাতক আৰু স্নাতেকাত্তৰ পযর্ায়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ বািণজ� আৰু অথর্নীিতৰ ছা-
তৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ লগেত অন�ান� িবষয়ৰ গেৱষণাকাৰী সকলৰ পৰাও সমােন সমাদৰ পাইেছ। গিণত
েয সঁচাৈকেয় আনন্দদায়ক আৰু েকৗতুহেলাদ্দীপক েসইেটা েতেখতৰ 'এক, দুই েযাগ-িবেয়াগ'
নামৰ িকতাপখন পিঢ় উপলিł কৰা যায়।

অধ�াপক েমিধৰ ততব্াৱধানত মুঠ দহজন গেৱষেক ডক্তেৰট িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ--- ইয়াৰ
িভতৰত পাঁচজন গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগৰ েজ�ষ্ঠ
িশক্ষক আৰু বাকী পাঁচজন েদশ আৰু িবেদশৰ অগৰ্হী পৰ্িতষ্ঠানত কাযর্িনবর্াহ কিৰ থকা
িবিশষ্ঠ িবজ্ঞানী। গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ দেৰ েতেখেত িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয় আৰু েতজপুৰ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েৰা বুিনয়াদ িনমর্াণত পভূত অিৰহণা েযাগাইিছল।

অধ�াপনা আৰু গেৱষণাৰ উপিৰও অধ�াপক েমিধেয় েকইবাটাও পিৰসাংিখকীয় সমীক্ষা
আৰু অধ�ান পিৰচালনা কিৰেছ। তদুপিৰ ভাৰত চৰকাৰ, অসম চৰকাৰ, েকইবাখেনা
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, িবশব্িবদ�ালয় অনুদান আেয়াগ, েলাকেসৱা আেয়াগ, িবজ্ঞান আৰু পৰ্যুিক্ত
গেৱষণা পিৰষদ ইত�ািদৈলও েতেখেত েসৱা আগবঢ়াইেছ।

জীৱনৰ িবয়িল পৰেতা এজন চফল েডকাৰ দেৰ কমর্ব�স্ত ৈহ থকা এইগৰাকী অসাধাৰণ
ব�িক্তক গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগত সমব্দ্ধর্না জনাবৰ বােব (৭ জানু-
ৱাৰী, ১৯৯৬) আেয়াজন কৰা ৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় পযর্ায়ৰ এখন আেলাচনা চকৰ্ত েদশ-িবেদশৰ অসংখ�
গ‌ুণমুগ্ধ েলাক সমেৱত ৈহিছল। েসই সভাৰ অধ�াপক েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধক িবশব্ৰ পিৰসংখ�া
িবজ্ঞানৰ তািতব্কসকলৰ মাজত উেল্লখেযাগ� বুিল অিভিহত কিৰিছল।

পৰ্চাৰ িবমুখ এইগৰাকী িবশব্বেৰণ� পিণ্ডেত িবশব্ৰ মানিচতৰ্ত অসমৰ পিৰচয় পিতষ্ঠা কিৰ
িনৰেৱ িবদায় মািগেল। অসমৰ মািটত জন্ম গৰ্হণ কিৰ,ইয়ােতই িশক্ষা গৰ্হণ কিৰ ,ইয়ােতই
অধ�াপনা কিৰ,ওেৰওিৰ জীৱন ইয়ােতই কটাই েতেখতৰ কমর্ৰ ৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় দুৱাৰদিল পাৰ কিৰ
আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় পযর্ায়ত পৰ্িতষ্ঠা কিৰেল, িকন্তু এই কথা ৰাজ�খনৰ িকমানৰ অৱগত েসই িবষেয়
সেন্দহৰ অৱকাশ আেছ। 'কমর্েণ�ৱািধকাৰেস্ত মা ফেলষু কদাচন'ত মেন-পৰ্ােণ িবশব্াস কৰা
এই গৰাকী কমর্েযাগীেয় েকােনা িদেন বঁটা-বাহনৰ আশা কৰা নািছল। িকন্তু েতেখতৰ গ‌ুণমুগ্ধ
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িহচােপ আিম েতেখতৰ জীৱনৰ িবয়িল পৰত হ'েলও েদশমাতাৈল েতেখেত আগবেঢ়াৱা েসৱাৰ
সব্ীকৃিত সব্ৰূেপ িকবা এটা চৰকাৰী সন্মান পাব বুিল আশােৰ বাট চাই আিছেলাঁ। আিম আশা
কৰা ধৰেণ েতেনকুৱা েকােনা সব্ীকৃিত েনােপাৱাৈকেয় মানুহজন আমাৰপৰা িচৰিদনৰবােব
আতিৰ গ'ল । িকন্তু েতেখতৰ কমর্ৰািজৰ জিৰয়েত েতেখেত সদায় আমাৰ লগেত থািকব।
আিজ েতেখতৰ আদ�শৰ্দ্ধা িদনা এই সৃ্মিতচাৰেণেৰই েতেখতৈল আমাৰ আন্তিৰক শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিল
জ্ঞাপন কিৰেলাঁ। েতেখতৰ িবেদহ আত্মা িচৰশািন্ত লাভ কৰক ।

——
ভুবেনশব্ৰ চহৰীয়া েতজপুৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ কন্তৰ্লাৰ অǜ এȝজািমেনস�ন৷ েতওঁ েমিধৰ
পৰ্াক্তন ছাতৰ্৷

XX

েজ�ািত েমিধ ছাৰৰ েসাঁৱৰণতঃ িকছু ব�িক্তগত অনুভৱ
–িবশব্িজৎ চকৰ্ৱতর্ী

১৯৬৭ চন। আিজৰ পৰা িঠক পঞ্চাছ বছৰ আগত। েজ�ািত েমিধ ছাৰক মই জীৱনত
পৰ্থম লগ পাইিছেলাঁ েমাৰ িব. এছ.িচ পৰীক্ষাত েপৰ্িক্টেকলৰ এক্সটানর্াল পৰীক্ষক িহচােপ।
ছাতৰ্ িহচােপ মই আিছেলাঁ ভীৰু পৰ্কৃিতৰ আৰু লাজকুৰীয়া, তােত আমাৰ চূড়ান্ত বছৰৰ
দুিদনীয়া েপৰ্িক্টেকল পৰীক্ষা ৈহিছল গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগত। সব্াভািৱকেত
মনত এটা ভয়ভাব ৈলেয়ই পৰীক্ষা িদবৈল ৈগিছেলাঁ। িকন্তু পৰীক্ষা ৈহ থােকাঁেত পৰীক্ষক
িহচােপ ছাৰক ছাতৰ্ৰ পৰ্িত মৰমীয়াল আৰু সহানুভূিতশীল বুিল অনুভৱ কিৰিছেলাঁ। আৰু
েসই অনুভৱ আিজেকাপিত েমাৰ মনত জীয়াই আেছ।

েসই চনেতই পিৰসংখ�ািবজ্ঞানত সান্মািনক িবষয় িহচােপ ৈল স্নাতক পৰীক্ষাত পৰ্থম
েশৰ্ণীত উত্তীণর্ ৈহ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ স্নাতেকাত্তৰ েশৰ্ণীত নাম লগাওঁ। এইবাৰ েমিধ
ছাৰক লগ পােলাঁ িবভাগৰ মুৰবব্ী অধ�াপক িহচােপ। পৰ্াৰিম্ভক বষর্ত ছােৰ আমাৰ ক্লাছ লবৈল
েনাহওঁেতই ছাৰ িভিজিটং পৰ্েফছাৰ িহচােপ িবেদশৈল গ‌ুিচ ৈগিছল। ঘূিৰ আিহিছল আমাৰ
চূড়ান্ত বছৰৰ আৰম্ভিণেত। আৰু ছােৰ েসই বছৰেতই আৰম্ভ কিৰিছল পিৰসংখ�াা িবজ্ঞানৰ
এটা নতুন ঐিচ্ছক িবষয় অপােৰছনছ িৰছাচর্। েশৰ্ণীেকাঠাত ছাৰক েদিখিছেলাঁ এজন অত�ন্ত
সাৱলীল, সপৰ্িতভ আৰু আত্মপৰ্ত�য়ী িশক্ষক িহচােপ। অন্ততঃ েতেনকুৱা এটা অনুভৱ ছাৰৰ
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ছাতৰ্সকলৰ মনৈল আিহিছল। ছাৰৰ স্পষ্ট উচ্চাৰণ, সুন্দৰ হস্তাক্ষৰ, ছাতৰ্ই সহেজ বুিজব
পৰা ধৰণৰ পাঠদান আমাক আশব্স্ত কিৰিছল। েতেনৈকেয় ১৯৬৯ চনত ছাৰৰ ছাতৰ্ িহচােপ
আিম স্নাতেকাত্তৰ পৰীক্ষাত পৰ্থম েশৰ্ণীত উত্তীণর্ হওঁ। স্থানীয় কেলজত িশক্ষকতাৰ সুেযাগও
লেগ লেগ পাওঁ, এেন অৱস্থাত এিদন ছাৰক লগ পাবৈল িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল ৈগিছেলাঁ, উেদ্দশ�
ছাৰৰ অধীনত গেৱষণাৰ কাম আৰম্ভ কৰা। ছােৰ িকন্তু উপেদশ িদেল, িবেদশৈল েযাৱাৰ
েচষ্টা কৰাৰ, আশব্াস িদেল সহায় কৰাৰ। ছাৰৰ কথা আিছল, দৰমহাৰ পইছািখিন সাঁিচব
লােগ, যােত অথর্ৈনিতকভােব েকােনা অসুিবধাৰ সনু্মখীন হব নালােগ ছাৰৰ পৰামশর্ মেত
িজ. আৰ. ই ইত�ািদ পৰীক্ষাৰ বােব পৰ্স্তুিতও আৰম্ভ কিৰিছেলাঁ, িকন্তু েসই বছৰেতই ১৯৭০
চনৰ েশষৰ িপেন মই ৰাজনীিতৰ ৈসেত জিড়ত ৈহ উচ্চিশক্ষাৰ আঁচিন বাদ িদ িদিছেলাঁ।
ছােৰ কথােটা গম পাই েবয়া পাইিছল, মেয়া েসই কাৰেণ ছাৰক এৰাই ফুিৰিছেলাঁ।

িকন্তু েমাৰ এেন েসৗভাগ� েয ছাৰৰ পৰ্থমগৰাকী সন্তান শকুন্তলা পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানক সা-
ন্মািনক িবষয় িহচােপ ৈল কটন কেলজত আমাৰ ছাতৰ্ী িহচােপ পিঢ়বৈল আিহিছল। শকুন্তলাৰ
েমাৰ পৰ্িত েচেনহ েদিখ আশব্স্ত ৈহিছেলাঁ েয ছােৰ আমাৰ িশক্ষকতাক ৈল অসন্তুষ্ট নহয়।
কথােটা ভািব মনত আনন্দ অনুভব কিৰিছেলাঁ। শকুন্তলাও কৃতকাযর্�তােৰ স্নাতক পৰীক্ষাত
উত্তীণর্ ৈহিছল।

ইয়ােৰ িকছু বছৰৰ িপছত ছাৰৰ পুতৰ্ দীপাঙ্কৰ কটন কেলজত পিঢ়বৈল আিহিছল গিণতক
সান্মািনক িবষয় িহচােপ ৈল। জৰুৰী অবস্থাৰ পৰাভবৰ িপছত েসই সময়েছাৱাত অসমৰ
ৰাজনীিতৰ জগতত এটা আেলাড়ণৰ সৃিষ্ট ৈহিছল, আৰু কটন কেলজৰ পিৰেবশক েসই
আেলাড়েণ ছুই ৈগিছল। িকবা পৰ্কােৰ দীপাঙ্কৰ আমাৰ ৰাজনীিতৰ পৰ্িত আকৃষ্ট ৈহ পিৰিছল।
কথােটা ছােৰ সমথর্ন কিৰব পৰা নািছল, আৰু মই মনত ভািব ৈলিছেলাঁ ইয়াৰ বােব ছােৰ
িনশ্চয় েমাক েবয়া পাইেছ। ছাৰৰ পৰা আঁতিৰ থকাৰ আৰু এটা কাৰণ েসইদেৰ মই িনেজই
সৃিষ্ট কিৰ ৈলিছেলাঁ। েসয়া ১৯৭০-৮০ চনৰ কথা। িকন্তু েযিতয়া আশীৰ দশকৰ েশষৰ ফােল
মই গান্ধীবিস্ত, িশলপুখুৰী অঞ্চলত থািকবৈল ৈলিছেলাঁ, েমাৰ ভুল ভািঙ ৈগিছল। ছাৰক বােট
পেথ েযিতয়াই লগ পাইিছেলাঁ ছােৰই পৰ্থেম মাত লগাইিছল। মেয়া মােজ সমেয় ছাৰৰ
ঘৰৈলও ৈগিছেলাঁ।েকিতয়াও ছাৰক েমাৰ পৰ্িত িবৰূপ েযন লগা নাই বৰঞ্চ মােজ সমেয়
পৰ্িতেযািগতামূলক পৰীক্ষাত েকােনাবাই বাংলা ভাষাত উত্তৰপতৰ্ িলিখেল ছােৰ েমাক েসই
বহীেবাৰ এবাৰ চকু ফৰাই িদবৈল িদিছল।

ইিতমেধ� ছাৰৰ চতুথর্ সন্তান অলকানন্দাইও পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানক সান্মািনক িবষয় িহচােপ
ৈল কটন কেলজত আমাৰ ছাতৰ্ী ৈহিছল। িস িয িক নহওক ছাৰক এজন সব্ভাবদৰদী
মৰমীয়াল মানুহ িহচােপ পাই মই েমাৰ ভাগ�ৰ শলাগ ৈলিছেলাঁ।
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ইয়াৰ িপছত ছাৰৰ লগত েযাগােযাগ ৈহিছল কটন কেলজ অৱসৰপৰ্াপ্ত িশক্ষক চ'ৰাৰ
িবিভন্ন কামকাজৰ সংকৰ্ান্তত। মনত আেছ পৰ্থমবাৰৰ পঞ্চগ‌ুৰু অনুষ্ঠানত ছাৰক আিম মািত
িনিছেলাঁ সৃ্মিতগৰ্ন্থ উেন্মাচনৰ বােব,আৰু ছাৰৰ লগত েযাগােযাগ ৰখাৰ দািয়তব্ আিছল আমাৰ
ওপৰত, ছাৰক মই ঘৰৰ পৰা ৈল ৈগিছেলাঁ আৰু আেকৗ ঘৰৈল ৈগ ৈথ আিহিছেলাঁ। ছােৰ েসই
সময়ত শতবশর্ গৰকা অতীতৰ িশক্ষাগ‌ুৰুসকলৰ স্মৰণৰ বােব আেয়াজন কৰা ' পঞ্চগ‌ুৰু
' অনুষ্ঠানৰ বােব আমাক শলাগ যািচিছল। কটন কেলজৰ অতীতৰ িশক্ষকসকলৰ তথ�
সমব্িলত এখিন িডেৰক্টৰী গৰ্ন্থৰ বােব ছাৰক েযিতয়া লগ ধিৰ েতওঁৰ িনজৰ জীৱনৰ কৃিত
িলিখ িদবৈল ৈকিছেলাঁ, ছােৰ অত�ন্ত িবনয়ৰ ৈসেত ৈকিছল েয েতেখেত িনেজ িনজৰ সমব্েন্ধ
িলিখবৈল অসমথর্। েতিতয়া দীপাঙ্কৰৰ ৈসেত েযাগােযাগ কিৰেহ আিম ছাৰৰ সম্পেকর্ এটা
িলখিন েগাটাইিছেলাঁ। তােৰা পাছত ২০১৩ চনত আিম েযিতয়া িদব্তীয় িবশব্যুদ্ধৰ কালত কটন
কেলজৰ অিস্ততব্ৰ িবৰুেদ্ধ নািম অহা দুেযর্াগ আৰু তাৰ পৰা উত্তৰণৰ ইিতহাসক সুৱিৰ এটা
অনুষ্ঠানৰ আেয়াজন কিৰিছেলাঁ, ছােৰ েতিতয়া সৃ্মিতগৰ্ন্থখনৰ বােব এটা িলখা িলিখ িদিছল।

এইেবাৰ অিভজ্ঞতাৰ পৰা েদিখিছেলাঁ, ছাৰ এজন অত�ন্ত সহজ সৰল মানুহ, সাধাৰণেত
আমাৰ অনুেৰাধ েকিতয়াও নাকচ নকেৰ। শাৰীিৰক অসমথর্ন হেল অন� কথা।

ছাৰৰ লগত কথা পািত থােকাতা এিদন ছাৰক ৈকিছেলাঁ, আপুিন েদেখান আেমিৰকাত ৈগ
থািকব পােৰ, তােত িচিকৎসা ইত�ািদও উচ্চখাপৰ। ছােৰ অলপ িমিচিকয়াই হাঁিহ ৈকিছল,
িবেদশত ৈগ থািকবৈল হ'েল েদেখান বহু আগেতই ৈগ তােৰ স্থায়ী বািসন্দা হব পািৰেলােহঁ-
েতন, নাই মই ইয়ােতই অসমেতই থািকম েশষ িনঃশব্াসৈলেক। আন্তজর্ািতক খ�ািত সম্পন্ন
এজন অধ�াপক, যাৰ িলখা িকতাপ পৃিথবীৰ পৰ্ায়েবাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পাঠ�পুিথ, িয গৰাকীেয়
৯২ বছৰ বয়সেতা আন্তজর্ািতক জণর্ালসমূহত গেৱষণামূলক িনবন্ধ িলিখ আিছল,েতেখতৰ
িনজৰ েদশৰ পৰ্িত, মাতৃভূিমৰ পৰ্িত িক গভীৰ অনুৰাগ, ভািবেল িবিস্মত হব লগা হয়।

ছাৰ েয িকমান সৰল জীৱনযাপন অভ�স্ত আিছল, িযেয়ই ছাৰক ছাৰৰ ঘৰৈল ৈগ লগ
পাইেছ েতেৱঁই অনুভব কিৰেছ িনশ্চয়। মই এইিখিনেত এটা সৰু ঘটনাৰ কথা উেল্লখ কৰাৰ
ইচ্ছাক দমন কিৰব পৰা নাই। আিজৰ পৰা দহ বছৰ মান আগেত মই গাড়ীেৰ িকবা এটা
কােযর্�াপলেক্ষ েডন্টাল কেলজৈল ৈগিছেলাঁ এজনক ৈল। ব�িক্তগৰাকীক িভতৰৈল পিঠয়াই মই
বািহৰত ৈৰ আিছেলাঁ। এেনেত েদখা পােলাঁ ছাৰ আৰু বাইেদউ েডন্টাল কেলজৰ পৰা ওলাই
আিহেছ। মই আগ বািঢ় ৈগ মাত লেগাৱাত ছােৰ েমাক এখন অেটািৰক্সা মািত িদবৈল ক'েল
ঘৰৈল েযাৱাৰ বােব। মই আপিত্ত কিৰ ক'েলাঁ েয মই িনেজই ছাৰক ঘৰত ৈথ আিহম।
ছাৰ েকােনামেতই মািন্ত নহ'ল, অগত�া ছাৰক ৰাজী কৰােলা অন্ততঃপেক্ষ ভঙাগড়ৰ িজ এছ
েৰাডৈল ছাৰক গাড়ীত ৈল যাম তাৰ িপছত ছাৰক এখন অেটািৰক্সা বেন্দাবস্ত কিৰ িদম।
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এেয়ই হ'ল ছাৰ আৰু ছাৰৰ অভ�স্ত সৰল জীৱন যাপন৷
——
েলখক কটন কেলজৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ অৱসৰপৰ্াপ্ত অধ�াপক আৰু েমিধৰ পৰ্াক্তন
ছাতৰ্৷

XX

পৰ্িথতযশা পিৰসংখ�ািবদ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ েসাঁৱৰণত
এপািহ শৰ্দ্ধাযর্�

–চন্দৰ্কান্ত েচিতয়া

আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় খ�ািতসম্পন্ন পিৰসংখ�ািবদ তথা গিণতজ্ঞ পিণ্ডত েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ এিট
উজ্জল নক্ষতৰ্ িহচােপ িজিলিক আিছল। ২০১৭ চনৰ ৩ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী তািৰেখ আেবিল ৫:৪৫
বজাত এই উজব্ল নক্ষতৰ্সব্ৰূপ পিণ্ডতজনাৰ েদহাৱসান ঘেট। এঁওৰ মৃতু�ত অসমী আইৰ বুকু
সুদা ৈহ পেৰ আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত এক অপূৰণীয় ক্ষিত হয়।

১৯২৪ চনৰ ১ জুলাই তািৰেখ কামৰূপ িজলাৰ ৰামিদয়া গাঁৱত জন্ম গৰ্হন কৰা ক্ষণজন্মা
েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ িডবৰ্ুগড় খিলহামাৰীত পৰ্াথিমক আৰু সু্কলীয়া িশক্ষা সুখ�ািতেৰ গৰ্হন
কিৰ চিল্লশৰ দশকত কটন মহািবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা স্নাতক আৰু কিলকতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা
শ‌ুদ্ধ গিণতত েকবাটাও সব্ণর্পদক লাভ কিৰ সুখ�ািতেৰ স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। ইয়াৰ
িপছেত মাতৰ্ অলপ সময়ৰ কাৰেণ কটন মহািবদ�ালয়ত িশক্ষক িহচােপ েযাগদান কিৰেলও
েসই সময়ত পৰ্িতিষ্ঠত েহাৱা গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগেটা খুিলবৰ
বােব েতওঁক ৈল েযাৱা হয়। নৱপৰ্িতিষ্ঠত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ উপাচাযর্� পিণ্ডত পৰ্ৱৰ কৃষ্ণকান্ত
সিন্দৈকেয় অিভমত পৰ্কাশ কিৰিছল েয থলুৱা, পৰ্জ্ঞা আৰু েমধাৰ সৃিষ্ট অিবহেন এখন িবশব্
মানদন্দৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয় স্থাপন সম্ভব নহয়। েতওঁৰ এই বাণী েমিধেয় মেমর্ মেমর্ উপলিł
কেৰ আৰু পঞ্চাছৰ দশকৰ পৰ্াৰিম্ভকেত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবষয়েটা অধ�য়ন আৰু গেবষণাৰ
বােব সুদূৰ যুক্তৰাজ� (UK) ৈল ৰাওনা হয় আৰু েতওঁ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত সুখ�ািতেৰ
স্নাতেকাত্তৰ লাভ কেৰ। এই সময়েত েতওঁ যুগ‌ুত কৰা গেৱষণা ফলিবলাক এখন গেৱষণা
জােণর্লত পৰ্কাশ কেৰ আৰু েতিতয়াই েতওঁ িবশব্ পিণ্ডতসমাজৰ দৃিষ্ট আকষর্ণ কেৰ। ইয়াৰ
পৰা েতওঁ ফৰ্ান্সৰ েপিৰছ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত ভিতর্ হয় আৰু ইয়াৰ পৰা পৰ্থেম ফৰাছী ভাষাত
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িডগৰ্ী আৰু সসন্মান মন্তব� ৈল ডক্টেৰট িডগৰ্ী লাভ কেৰ। িবেদশৰ পৰা আিহ েতওঁ েপােন
েপােন গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগত কমর্জীৱন আৰম্ভ কেৰ।

েতওঁৰ সুদীঘর্ জীৱনীৰ পৰা েদখা যায় েয েতওঁ েকৱল গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয় আৰু অসমী
আইৰ মুখ উজলাবৰ বােব আজীৱন বৰ্তী হয়। সময়ৰ অগৰ্গিতত েদখা যায় েয েতওঁ েদশ
িবেদশত ভােলমান েলাভনীয় উচ্চ পদবী লাভ কিৰিছল যিদও েকৱল েদশমাতৃৰ েসৱা তথা
অধ�য়ন, গেৱষণা বতর্াই ৰািখবৰ বােবই েসইেবাৰ গৰ্হন নকিৰেল। েতওঁ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত
গেৱষণাত চৰম বুৎপিত্ত লাভ কিৰ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ক িবশব্মানৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল উিন্নত
কিৰিছল। িডবৰ্ুগড় আৰু েতজপুৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয় দুখেনা েতেন পযর্ায়ৈল িনবৈল েতওঁ উেদ�াগ
ৈলিছল।

পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত বহুত আধুিনক আৰু নতুন িবষয় েখালাৰ উপিৰও জনসংখ�া অধ�য়ন
েকন্দৰ্, Institute of Advanced Study of Science and Technology পৰ্-
িতষ্ঠান আিদ গঢ় িদ ইিবলাকৰ সঞ্চালক পদত অিধিষ্ঠত হয়। অসমীয়া িবজ্ঞানী ড০ িহেৰণ�
চন্দৰ্ ভূঞাঁৰ লগ ৈহ েতওঁ অসমৰ িশক্ষা জগতৰ জাউিতযুগীয়া পৰ্িতষ্ঠান অসম িবজ্ঞান সিমিত
পৰ্িতষ্ঠা কৰাৰ লগেত অসমৰ আগশাৰীৰ মহািবদ�ালয়সমূহত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবভাগ খুিল-
বৰ বােব উেদ�াগ লয়। পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িবষয়েটাত গভীৰ জ্ঞান আৰু বুৎপিত্ত থকাৰ বােব
েতওঁ এজন িবিশষ্ট েলখক আৰু বক্তা িহচােপ িবশব্িবশৰ্ুত পিণ্ডত িহচােপ পিৰচয় পাইিছল।

েতওঁ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ সম্ভািৱতা ততব্ আৰু Stochastic Processes ৰ অিত জিটল
আৰু কিঠন সূতৰ্, পৰ্েময় আিদ অিত সহজ সৰল আৰু সুন্দৰ ভাষােৰ পৰ্কাশ কৰাৰ বােবই
িবশব্ৰ উন্নত তথা েশৰ্ষ্ঠ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, কািৰকৰী িশক্ষানুষ্ঠান গেৱষণা েকন্দৰ্ আিদত েতওঁ িলখা
গৰ্ন্থেকইখন অিত সমাদৃত আৰু জনিপৰ্য় ৈহ পেৰ। েসই এেক কাৰণেত, েতওঁৰ বকৃ্ততােবাৰ
ছাতৰ্, গেৱষক আৰু িশক্ষকৰ মাজত অিত আকষর্ণীয় আৰু জনিপৰ্য় ৈহ পিৰিছল। েসইেবাৰ
অনুষ্ঠানত িনমিন্তৰ্ত বকৃ্ততাৰ বােব েজাৰ দাবী উঠা েদখা ৈগিছল। এেন েহাৱাৰ মূলেত আিছল
েতওঁৰ ইংৰাজী ভাষাত থকা িবসৃ্তত দখল আৰু অধ�য়ন। ড০ েমিধেয় িনেজ েকাৱা কথা েয
েতওঁৰ েদউতােক েতওঁক েহেনা ইংৰাজীত িশক্ষা িদ ভাৰতীয় পৰ্শাসনীয় েসৱাত িনেয়ািজত
েহাৱা িবচািৰিছল। এই িচন্তাই েমিধৰ িশক্ষা জীৱনত ইংৰাজী ভাষাত ৰাপ আৰু দখলৰ
বােবই এেন েহাৱা বুিল ক'ব পািৰ।

েমিধৰ কৃিততব্ আৰু পাৰদিশর্তাৰ গ‌ুিৰেত আিছল েতওঁৰ িপতৃ-মাতৃ। িবেশষৈক েমিধৰ
মাতৃ কাদমব্ৰী েমিধ এগৰাকী লিখমী তথা সবল নাৰী িহচােপ আিম েদখা পাওঁ। েতওঁ নটা
ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী জন্ম িদ লালন পালন কিৰ আটাইেকইটােক উচ্চিশিক্ষত কিৰ সুনাগিৰক িহচােপ
গিঢ় েতােল। েতওঁক মই আইতা বুিল মািতিছেলা। অৱেশ� িনজ মাতৃক আইতা বুিল েকাৱাৰ
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আেহামৰ িনয়ম। এইদেৰ মাতৃস্থানীয় েলাকক আিম বৰআইতা, মাজু আইতা, সৰু আইতা
আৰু িপতৃ-মাতৃৰ মাকস্থানীয় েলাকক বুঢ়ীআইতা েবালা হয়। সামািজক মেতও, আইতা
আিছল এগৰাকী িবদু�ৎসাহী সাহসী নাৰী। েতওঁ িডবৰ্ুগড় খিলহামাৰী নামঘৰৰ পৰ্িতষ্ঠাতা
পৰ্থম আই। এই নামঘৰৰ আইসকলৰ নাম লেগাৱাত েতওঁ আিছল অগৰ্ণী আৰু আগৰণুৱা।
েতওঁৰ িদনত মিহলা িশক্ষা অিভজাত� পিৰয়ালত মানা আিছল যিদও েতওঁ অসমীয়া, বঙালী
বাতিৰকাকত, আেলাচনী িকতাপ িনয়মীয়াৈক পিঢ়িছল। েসই অনুসিৰ বৃদ্ধ কালৈলেক পুতৰ্-
জীসকলৰ যতন েলাৱা েদখা ৈগিছল।

১৯৮৫ চনত েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ সমব্দ্ধর্না জেনাৱা সভাত েদশ-িবেদশৰ পিণ্ডত সকল
সমেবত ৈহিছল। েসই সভাত কাদমব্ৰী আইতাও উপিস্থত আিছল। সভাখনত পৰ্েৱশ কেৰােত
েমাৰ যেথষ্ট পলম হয়। েতেনেত আইতাই েমাৰা েমাৰােক সভাঘৰৰ পৰা ওলাই আিহ বািহৰত
সুেধ আমাৰ িডবৰ্ুগড়ৰ েচিতয়া েবালা ল'ৰােটা আিহ েপাৱা নাই েনিক। মই িথয়ৈহ আইতাক
"আিহেছা, আিহেছা" বুিল ৈক েতওঁক আসনত বহুৱাই িদেলাৈগ। এেনেবাৰ সৃ্মিতেয় এই
িলখকক এিতয়াও অিভভূত কিৰ েতােল।

েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ মৃতু�ত আিম অন্তৰত বহুত দুখ পাইেছা আৰু েতওঁক বহুিদন আমাৰ
মাজত পাবৈল ইচ্ছা কিৰিছেলা। িকন্তু িনয়িতৰ িনষু্ঠৰ পিৰহাস --- আিম েতওঁক েহৰুৱােলাঁ।
বতর্মান আিম এই কীিতর্ৱন্ত পিণ্ডতজনক আমাৰ মাজত জীয়াই ৰখাৰ অৱকাশ আমাৰ
এিৰ ৈথ ৈগেছ। শাস্তৰ্ত ৈকেছ কীিতর্যশ� সব্ঃজীৱিত। েমিধক জীয়াই ৰািখবৰ বােব েতওঁ
আমাক অফুৰন্ত কীিতর্ এই পৃিথৱীত এিৰ ৈথ ৈগেছ। েতওঁৰ এই কীিতর্েবাৰেকই চচর্া কিৰবৰ
বােব েতওঁৰ জন্মিদন ১ জুলাই তািৰখেটা " অসম পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞান িদৱস " িহচােপ পালন
কিৰবৈল উেদ�াগ েলাৱা হ'ব। আিম ভগৱন্তৰ ওচৰত পৰ্থর্না জনাইেছা েমিধৰ িবেদহী আত্মাই
সদগিত লাভ কেৰ েযন আৰু ভগৱানৰ ওচৰত পৰ্থর্না কেৰা েয েমিধৰ ৈবকুন্ঠগামী আত্মাই
ৈযেত আেছ ৈতেৰ পৰা ইহসংসাৰত থকা েমিধৰ পিৰয়াল আৰু আমক আশীবর্াদ কেৰ যােত
আিম েযন আমাৰ লক্ষ�ত কৃতকাযর্তা লাভ কেৰাঁ।

ওঁম শািন্ত, ওঁম শািন্ত, ওঁম শািন্ত
——
েলখক িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবভাগৰ অৱসৰপৰ্াপ্ত অধ�াপক৷

80



শৰ্েদ্ধয় পৰ্য়াত ড০ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ ছাৰৈল েমাৰ পৰ্ণাম:
েতওঁৰ সৃ্মিতৰ েসাঁৱৰণত েমাৰ দুআাষাৰ

–ৈচয়দ নুৰুৰ ৰহমান

গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্াক্তন িশক্ষািবদ ড০ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ ছাৰৰ িবষেয় িলিখবৈল
েযাৱােটা েমাৰ িনিছনা এজন নগণ� মানুহৰ বােব এক দুঃসাহস পৰ্েচষ্টা। েমিধ ছাৰক গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ অধ�াপক িহচােপ কাম কিৰ থােকােত মই িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত
ইংৰাজী িবভাগত অধ�য়ন কিৰ থকাৰ সময়েত ছাৰৰ অধীনত দুই বছৰ সহায়ক িহচােপ
কাম কিৰ আিছেলা। েসই সময়ত ছাৰৰ পৰা িয পৰামশর্ আৰু মৰম পাইিছেলা এই িলখিনৰ
দব্াৰা ছাৰৰ গ‌ুণাৱলী বণর্না কিৰ েশষ কিৰব েনাৱািৰ। ছাৰ আিছল েদৱতুল� ব�িক্ত। িয ছাৰৰ
সািন্নধ�ত অহা নাই েসই কথা এই িলখিনেৰ বুজাব েনাৱািৰম।

আিজ মই িযেটা পদত অিধিষ্ঠত হ'েলা তাৰ বােব ছাৰৰ অনবদ� সহায় সহেযািগতা
অন�তম। িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িশক্ষাৰ পৰা ন�ায় িবভাগৰ পদবী েপাৱাৈলেক েতওঁ েমাক িয
অনুপৰ্ািণত কিৰেল েসয়া উেল্লখ নকিৰেল এই িলখা আধৰুৱা ৈহ ৰ'ব।

ছাৰৰ মৃতু� খবৰ পাই চািৰ েফবৰ্ুৱাৰী শিনবাৰ, ২০১৭ চন ছাৰৰ বাসভৱনৈল ৈগ েশাকত
িমৰ্য়মান ৈহ েতেখতক েসৱা কিৰ মই চকুৰ পানী ৰখাব েনাৱািৰেলা। ছাৰ আিছল অিত
অমািয়ক। েতওঁৰ ৈসেত ওতঃেপৰ্াতভােৱ জিড়ত থকা দুবছৰ সময়ত েকােনা িদেন ছােৰ
কােকা খং কৰা েনেদিখেলা। িযজন ব�িক্তেয় ছাৰৰ ওচৰৈল িকবা সমস�া ৈল আিহিছল
েসইজন মানুেহ েকােনা িদেন হতাশ মেনেৰ ঘূিৰ যাব লগা েহাৱা নািছল। েতওঁ এজন নীৰৱ
সাধক আিছল নীৰেৱ অসমৰ িশক্ষা জগতৈল অপূবর্ বৰঙিণ েযাগাই অসমৰ িশক্ষা জগতক
শূণ� কিৰ আঁতিৰ গ'ল।

অিত পিৰতাপৰ কথা এজন িবশব্বেৰণ� পিণ্ডত যাৰ পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ িকতাপ
(Stochastic Process John Wiley and Sons, New York, 1982) পাঠ�পুিথ
িহচােপ িবশব্ৰ িবিভন্ন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত পৰ্চিলত ৈহ আেছ েসইজনা ব�িক্তেয় িকন্তু চৰকাৰী
েপন্সন েপাৱা নািছল । মই গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয় এিৰ অহাৰ বহুত িপছত জািনিছেলা
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ িশক্ষকসকেল েপন্সন নাপায়। মাতৰ্ িকছুিদন আগেতেহ েপন্সন ব�ৱস্থা কৰা
ৈহেছ। িযসকল মূধা ফুটা িশক্ষেক িবশব্িবদ�ালয়েত িশক্ষকতা কিৰ আিহেছ েতওঁেলােক েপঞ্চন
েনােপাৱােটা অিত দুখৰ িবষয়। এই শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিল বাতর্া েযােগ ছাৰৰ আত্মাই যােত িচৰশািন্ত
লাভ কেৰ, সঁৃিষ্টকতর্াৰ ওচৰত কাতৰ পৰ্াথর্না জনােলা।
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গ‌ুৱাহাটী পািৰবািৰক আদালতৰ পৰ্াক্তন পৰ্ধান িবচাৰপিত৷ অসম ন�ািয়ক সন্থাৰ

পৰ্াক্তন সম্পাদক আৰু সভাপিত৷

XX

ড০ েজ�ািত েমিধ দাদাৰ লগত েমাৰ পৰ্থম পিৰচয়ক
–চিফউৰ ৰহমান শইকীয়া

অসমেৰ নহয়, আন্তজর্ািতক পিৰসংখ�া িবষয়ৰ জগতখনত িনজৰ পৰ্িতভা আৰু অৱদােনেৰ
উজিল উঠা ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ নশব্ৰ েদহত সন্মান পৰ্দশর্ন কিৰ এিট েসৱা জেনাৱাৰ
িপছত েমাৰ মনেটা বহুিদন আগৰ ১৯৫৩ চনৰ এিট িদনৈল উভিত ৈগিছল। েতিতয়া মই
এজন সৰু ল'ৰা, পঞ্চম েশৰ্ণীৰ ছাতৰ্। েসইিদনা মই ৰামিদয়াৰ কাজী-পিৰয়ালৰ েজঠাহঁতৰ
ঘৰৈল ৈগিছেলা। েমাৰ উেদ্দশ� আিছল ৰামিদয়াত েহাৱা ভেঠলী উৎসৱ আৰু তাত আেয়াজন
কৰা েমলা েচাৱা। আমাৰ ঘৰ দামপুৰত যিদও ৰামিদয়াৈল পৰ্ায় চািৰ িকেলািমটাৰ দূৰতব্৷
মই আতাৰ লগত পথাৰৰ মােজেৰ েখাজ কািঢ় ৈগিছেলা। েতিতয়া আিজৰ দেৰ বাট-পথ
উন্নত নািছল, গাড়ী-মটৰেৰা পৰ্চলন েতেনৈক নািছল। ভেঠলী েচাৱাৰ েহঁপাহত এইখিন পথ
েখাজ কািঢ় েযাৱাত িবেশষ এেকা অসুিবধা েহাৱা নািছল।

ৰামিদয়াৰ েজঠাহঁতৰ িতিন ভােয়ক। েতওঁেলাকৰ মাক েমাৰ আতাৰ বাইেদউ অথর্াৎ আমাৰ
আই। আেয় আমাক যেথষ্ট মৰম কেৰ আৰু ভেঠলীৰ সময়ত আিম যাম বুিল েতওঁেলাকৰ
ঘৰত এটা উৎসৱমুখৰ পিৰেৱশৰ সৃিষ্ট হয় আৰু িবিভন্ন ধৰণৰ েখাৱা েলাৱাৰ আেয়াজন
হয়। েতওঁেলাকৰ ঘৰৰ পৰা ভেঠলী েখালাৈল মাতৰ্ চািৰ িমিনটৰ ৰাস্তা। েজঠাহঁতৰ ঘৰত
েখাৱা-েলাৱা েশষ কিৰ আিম ভেঠলী েখালাৈল ওলাই আেহাঁেত ঘৰৰ সনু্মখত এজন সুন্দৰ,
ওখ-পাখ, ধুনীয়া েডকা মানুহক েদখা পােলাঁ। েতওঁ কািট েথাৱা গছৰ কুন্দা এটাত এখন
ভিৰ ৈথ িঠয় ৈহ আিছল। েমাক েদখা পাই েতওঁ সুিধেল— ভাইিট, েতেখতসকল অথর্াৎ আই
েজঠাহঁত ঘৰত আেছেন? েজঠাহঁতৰ ডাঙৰজন ফেৰষ্টাৰ চাকিৰ কিৰিছল; েতওঁ েতিতয়া
ঘৰত নািছল। মাজুজন অথর্াৎ হুমা কাজী আৰু সৰু েজঠা ঘৰেত আিছল। েতওঁেলােক েখিত-
বািত চেলাৱা কাম-কাজ চাই ৰামিদয়াৰ ঘৰেত আিছল। েডকা মানুহজেন ক'েল— িবনন্দী
েমিধৰ ল'ৰা েজ�ািত েমিধ েতওঁেলাকক লগ পাবৈল আিহেছ বুিল তুিম কবা। মই িভতৰৈল
ৈগ হুমা েজঠাক কথােটা ক'েলা, েতওঁ েদৗৰােদৗিৰৈক ওলাই আিহ মানুহজনক আেথ-েবেথ
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ঘৰৰ িভতৰৈল ৈল গ'ল। েতেখেত েজঠা আৰু আইৰ ভিৰত ধিৰ েসৱা জনাই েতওঁ ক'েল
েমাক আশীবর্াদ কিৰব, মই ইংেলণ্ডৈল উচ্চ িশক্ষাৰ বােব পিঢ়বৈল যাবৈল ওলাইেছাঁ, মই
যােত সফল ৈহ সু-সব্াস্থ�েৰ উভিত আিহব পােৰা। ৰামিদয়াৰ অিত পুৰিণ কাজী-পিৰয়ালৰ
লগত েমিধ-পিৰয়ালৰ এটা সুন্দৰ সমব্ন্ধ বহুিদনৰ পৰা অটুট আেছ। িযেকােনা শ‌ুভ কামত
েতওঁেলাকৰ আশীষ িবচৰা এটা পৰম্পৰা ৈহ পিৰেছ। বহু কথা-বতৰা আৰু চাহ জলপােনেৰ
আপ�ািয়ত কৰাৰ িপছত েতেখেত েতওঁেলাকক নমস্কাৰ জনাই ওলাই গ'ল। এই সকেলােবাৰ
পৰ্ত�ক্ষ কিৰ মই অিত অিভভূত হ'েলা আৰু েতেখত িকমান উচ্চ মানৰ েমধাবী ব�িক্ত তাক
অনুভৱ কিৰেলা। েতওঁ চৰকাৰী জলপানীেৰ লণ্ডনৈল পিঢ়ব যাব, ই এটা সাধাৰণ কথা
নহয়। মই িনজেক পৰ্শ্ন কিৰেলাঁ আমাৰ ভাগ�ত েকিতয়াবা এেনকুৱা ক্ষণ আিহবেন? উভিত
েযাৱাৰ সময়ত মেয়া েতওঁক নমস্কাৰ জনােলা। েতেখেত েমাৰ মূৰত হাতখন ৈথ ক'েল—
''যাওঁ েদই ভাইিট।" আিজ মই অনুভৱ কিৰেছাঁ েতওঁ েযন েমােকা েসইিদনা মেন মেন ৈক
ৈগিছল— ''মন িদ পিঢ়বা, তুিমও িবলাতৈল যাব পািৰবা।" েতওঁৰ হাতৰ স্পশর্ পাই হয়েতা
১৯৬৮ চনত মেয়া উচ্চ িশক্ষাৰ বােব লণ্ডনৈল যাবৈল সক্ষম ৈহিছেলা। েজ�ািত েমিধ দাাদাৰ
লগত েসেয় আিছল েমাৰ পৰ্থম পিৰচয়। েসই সময়ত েতওঁ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ গিণত
িবষয়ত এজন পৰ্বক্তা আিছল।

আিম দামপুৰত থােকােত আতাৰ পৰা জািনিছেলা ৰামিদয়াৰ কািলৰাম েমিধৰ েদউতাকৰ
িদনেৰ পৰা আমাৰ েতওঁেলাকৰ পিৰয়ালৰ মাজত সুন্দৰ সম্পকর্ গিঢ় উিঠিছল। পৰ্য়াত িবনন্দী
েমিধ কািলৰাম েমিধৰ েজাৱাই আৰু েজ�ািত েমিধ েতওঁৰ সুেযাগ� েজ�ষ্ঠ পুতৰ্। আিম েযিতয়া
ধুবুৰীৈল গ'েলা তাত ৈগ লগ পােলা িবনন্দী েমিধ ডাঙৰীয়াক, েতিতয়া েতওঁ ধুবুৰীৰ েনতাই
ধুবুনীৰ ঘাটৰ নদীৰ পাৰৰ ৰাস্তােৰ মিণর্-ৱাক কৰা দৃশ�েটা এিতয়াও েমাৰ চকুত ভািহ উেঠ।
েমাৰ েদউতা েতিতয়া ধুবুৰী চৰকাৰী হাইসু্কলৰ িশক্ষক। ৰমা েমিধ দাদা েমাৰ ওপৰৰ দাদা
আেবদুৰৰ লগত এেক েশৰ্ণীেত ধুবুৰী চৰকাৰী হাইসু্কলত পিঢ়িছল। ইিঞ্জিনয়ািৰং কেলজত
আিহ েমাৰ ডাঙৰ দাদা মিফজুৰৰ সহপাঠী হ'ল হিৰ েমিধ দাদা। পৰ্েবাধ দাদাৰ লগেতা েমাৰ
ৰটাৰী ক্লাবৰ জিৰয়েত এটা সুন্দৰ সমব্ন্ধ গিঢ় েমাৰ পৰ্য়াত পত্নী িনলুফাৰ (পাৰা)ৰ অিত
ঘিনষ্ঠ আিছল। এেনৈক িপছৈল আমাৰ শইকীয়া পিৰয়াল আৰু েমিধ পিৰয়ালৰ মাজত এটা
েবেলগ ধৰনৰ আত্মীয়তা গিঢ় উেঠ, আিম েযন সকেলােৱ এটা পিৰয়ালয়ৰেহ মানুহ।

আিজ েজ�ািত দাদাৰ মৃতু�ত আমাৰ পিৰয়ালৰ মমর্াহত ৈহেছাঁ। আমাৰ দেৰ অসমৰ সহসৰ্
েলােকও েতওঁক েহৰুৱাৰ েবদনা অনুভৱ কিৰেছ। েতেখত সমগৰ্ হােজা অঞ্চলেৰ পৰ্থম
ডক্তেৰট ৈহ অসমৰ আটােয়েক েগৗৰৱািনব্ত কিৰ তুিলেল। েতওঁৰ মৃতু�ত অসমৰ আকাশৰ
পৰা এটা উজ্জল নক্ষতৰ্ খিহ পিৰল। মই িনজেক পৰ্শ্ন কেৰাঁ— েজ�ািত দাদাৰ দেৰ এজন
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পৰ্িতভাশালী িবজ্ঞানীেয় িযিখিন সন্মান পাব লািগিছল েসইিখিন অসম চৰকাৰা পৰা পােল
জােনা? অসমৰ বািহৰত তথা আন্তজর্ািতক েক্ষতৰ্খনত েতেখতৰ পৰ্িতভা িবয়িপ পৰাৰ
িবপৰীেত অসমৰ েবৗিদ্ধক জগতখনত েতওঁৰ পৰ্াপ� সন্মানৰ পৰ্কৃত মূল�াংকন নহ'ব বুিল
আমাৰ সেন্দহ হয়। েতেখত ৰচনা কৰা িকতাপ আিজ পঁিথিৱৰ িবিভন্ন িশক্ষানুষ্ঠানৰ পাঠ�পুিথ,
ইয়াতৈক েগৗৰৱৰ কথা িক হ'ব পােৰ। েতেখত েযাগ� ব�িক্ত বুিলেয় কানাডা,আেমিৰকা
আিদ েদশৰ িশক্ষানুষ্ঠানত িভিজিটং পৰ্েফচাৰ িহচােপ আমিন্তৰ্ত ৈহিছল। ভাৰতৰ UPSC,
University grant commission আিদৰ সদস� িহচােপও েতেখত অসমক পৰ্িতিনিধতব্
কিৰ অসমৈল সন্মান কািঢ়য়াই আিনিছল।

আিজৱন গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত িশক্ষকতা কৰাৰ উপিৰও ভাৰতৰ েকবাখেনা আই আই
িট আৰু িশক্ষানুষ্ঠানৰ লগেত েতওঁ জিড়ত আিছল আৰু অৱেশষত ১৯৮৫ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা েতেখেত অৱসৰ গৰ্হন কেৰ। ১৯৮১ চনত অসম িবজ্ঞান সিমিতৰ
সন্মানীয় সভাপিত পদ গৰ্হন কিৰ িবজ্ঞান সিমিতৰ যেথষ্ট উন্নিত সাধন কিৰবৈল েতওঁ সক্ষম
ৈহিছল।

বহুমুখী পৰ্িতভাৰ েজ�ািত দাদাৰ মৃতু�ত আিম এজন সুেযাগ� িবজ্ঞানীক েহৰুৱেলাঁ সচাঁ,
িকন্তু েতওঁ ৈথ েযাৱা অৱদান িবশব্ৰ ৈশিক্ষক জগতখনত িচৰিদন িবৰািজত ৈহ থািকব আৰু
তাৰ মাজেত েজ�ািত দাদা সদায় েজ�ািতস্মান ৈহ থািকব। পুনৰবাৰ েমাৰ িহয়াভৰা শৰ্দ্ধা
েতওঁৈল জ্ঞাপন কিৰেলা আৰু িবেদহী আত্মাৰ িচৰশািন্ত কামনা কিৰেলা।
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েৰল লাইনৰ ককা
–সংগীতা পােচাৱান

েৰল লাইনৰ ককা
ডািঢ় চুিল পকা

সদায় যাওঁেত সু্কলৈল
মােতা ককা ককা।

ককাই হাঁেহ, হাত দােঙ
মনেটা ভাল লােগ।।

ককা বৰ ডাঙৰ মানুেহ
আমাৰ ককাই কয়,

েমাৰ েদেখান ভােলই লােগ
অকেণা নালােগ ভয়।।
ককা ৈগেছ নৱগৰ্হৈল

আৰুবা ক'ৈল যায়,
মই নাজােনা, েকােনও নাজােন

ভগৱােন ৈল যায়।।

——
সংগীতা পােচাৱান, অসম জাতীয় িবদ�ালয়, পঞ্চম েশৰ্ণী, গান্ধীৱিস্ত, গ‌ুৱাহাটী-৩
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Academic Degrees

1944 B. Sc. (Hons). Mathematics, Cotton College
(affiliated to Calcutta University), awarded
Sudmerson Gold Medal and Rajani Kanta Barat
Gold Medal.

1947 M. Sc., Pure Mathematics, Calcutta University,
secured first position in first class (with record
marks), awarded gold medal for obtaining first
position, and Devendra Nath Gangopadhyay
Gold Medal for obtaining record marks.

1954 M.S. (thesis), Statistics, University of Manchester,
U.K.

1955 Diplome de Langue Francais (mention
'Honorable'), Paris, France

1956 D.Sc. in Probability and Statistics, Dissertation
title: 'Problemes d'estimation Statistique relatifs
a certains processus stationnaires de second
ordre', Universite of Paris, France, mention 'Tres
Honorable'.
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Family Pictures

With five of his siblings With his mother

With his children and wife

With his mother and one of his grandchildren (Robby)
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With his wife, two sons, their wives and children

With a section of his family and Niranjan, his trusted right
hand man

At the wedding of his eldest daughter, Shakuntala (Moonmoon)
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At the wedding of his youngest son Shubhankar (Bablu)

At his eldest granddaughter Gargee's wedding

With his extended family (1)
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With his extended family (2) A young Jyotiprasad Medhi

At the wedding of his eldest son Deepankar (Debu)

At his youngest daughter Alakanandaa (Rumjhum)'s wedding
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পিৰয়াল

েদউতা
–শ‌ুভঙ্কৰ েমিধ (বাǍ লু)

সৰুেৰ পৰা এিতয়া িসিদনাৈল— এইেটা এটা বৰ দীঘল সময়৷ সৰুেত েদউতাক েবেলগ
ধৰেণেৰ পাইিছেলা আৰু েশষত এই অলপ িকছু বছৰ অলপ েবেলগ ধৰেণেৰ পােলা৷

সৰুেত েদউতাক আিম বৰ ভয় কিৰিছেলা৷ কিৰবই লািগব কাৰণ, পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা বা অন�
কথাত সকেলা িঠেক িঠেক আেছেন নাই— েসই সকেলা কথাত েদউতাই খুব মন িদিছল৷

এবাৰ জালুকবাৰীত ঘৰত েদউতা নথকাত কৰবাৰ পৰা ঘূিৰ আিহ drawing roomত
বিহ কথা-বতৰা পািত আিছেলা৷ অলপ পাছত েদউতাক েগটৰ মুখত েদখা পাই িচধাই পঢ়া
েটবুলৈল েদৗৰ মািৰেলা৷ েদউতা আিহ drawing room পােল আৰু অলপ পাছত
মািতেল— "এই চািবেটা ৈল যা" — আৰু এেকা নক’েল৷ মই েয চাইেকলৰ চািবেটা েদৗৰা-
েদৗিৰেত drawing roomেত ৈথ আিহেলা, ক'বই েনাৱািৰেলা৷ েদউতাই বুিজ েপাৱা বুিল
গম পােলা আৰু বৰ লাজ পােলা৷

***
েদউতা ইমান পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা কৰা মানুহ িহচােব, ঘৰৰ সকেলা কথােত সমান মন িদিছল৷

মািলগাৱৰ পৰা বজাৰ আিনবৈল পৰ্ােয় েমাক লগত ৈল ৈগিছল৷
েদউতাই িনজৰ সব্াস্থ�ৰ যতন আগৰ পৰাই ৈলিছল৷ জালুকবাৰীত থােকােত ৰািতপুৱা

শৰাইঘাটৰ দলঙৈল সদায় েখাজ কািঢ়ব ৈগিছল৷
েদইতাৰ এটা বৰ ডাঙৰ গ‌ুন আিছল েয েদউতা েকােনা কথােত perturb নৈহিছল৷

িযেকােনা সমস�া আিহেলও— তাক ভািব-িচিন্ত লােহ-ধীেৰ তাৰ এটা সমাধান ওিলয়াইিছল৷
***

আিম বৰ েসৗভাগ�বান েয ২০০২ চনত েসৗিদ আৰবৰ পৰা ঘূিৰ আিহ আিম এেকলেগ
গ‌ুৱাহাটীত থািকবৈল লেলাঁ৷ েদউতাক এই েকই বছৰ বৰ ওচৰৰ পৰা পােলা৷ আগেত ভয়
কৰা মানুহজন এেকবােৰ বনু্ধ িহচােব লব পৰা ৈহ গ’ল৷ েমাক পৰ্থম গ‌ুৱাহাটীৈল ঘূিৰ আিহ
িনজাৈক কাম আৰম্ভ কৰাৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত বহুত উৎসাহ িদিছল৷ ইয়াৰ মাজেত েদউতাৰ দুটা
major operation ৈহ ৈগিছল— এটা ২০০৪ চনত আৰু এটা ২০০৯ চনত৷ েদউতাই
িকন্তু দুেয়াবােৰই িবচনাত থািকও েমাক/আমাক instructions িদ থািকব পািৰিছল৷
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েদবুদাই ১৯৯৭ চন মানত এটা কǏ িপউটাৰ েদউতাক উপহাৰ িদিছল৷ (েসই সময়েতই
কǏ িপউটাৰৰ দাম পৰ্ায় ৭৫০০০/- টকা আিছল৷) েদউতাৰ বয়স েতিতয়া ৭০ পাৰ েহাৱা
সব্েত্তও কǏ িপউটাৰ িশিকবৈল আৰম্ভ কিৰেল৷ েসইেটা বৰ ভাল কথা ৈহিছল৷ যাৰ কাৰেণ
েদউতাই সকেলাৈলেক িনেজ ই-েমইল কিৰব পৰা ৈহ গ’ল৷ েদউতাক েশষৈলেক কǏ িপউটােৰ
ব�স্ত কিৰ ৰািখেল৷

***
েদউতা ঢুকুৱাৰ িপচত েদউতাৰ আৰু বহু গ‌ুন মানুহৰ মুখত শ‌ুিনেছা৷ খুব ভাল লােগ৷

িবিভন্ন জেন েদউতাৰ "অমািয়ক" সব্ভাবেটাৰ িবষেয় পৰ্ােয় উেল্লখ কেৰ৷
েকইিদনমান আগেত েদউতাৰ এজন একালৰ সহকমর্ীেয় ৈক গ’ল— "এক কথাত

ক’বৈল গ’েল, he was a legend."
আন এজেন এখন meetingত ক’েল েয ঢুকুৱাৰ পাচত েদউতাৰ মুখখনত এটা েযন

িবেশষ সন্তুিষ্টৰ ভাৱ েদখা ৈগিছল৷ েতওঁ েযন বৰ শািন্তেৰ এই পৃিথবী এিৰব পািৰেছ৷
আৰু এজেন ক’েল— "দুটা কথা কব পািৰ েতেখতৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত: িনজৰ িবষয়েটাত এেনকুৱা

িনমগ্ন মানুহ মই েবিছ েদখা নাই, অথচ এেক সময়েত সাধাৰণ ৈদনিন্দন জীৱনেতা েতেখেত
সকেলােৰ লগত িমিলজুিল ভালৈক থকা মানুহ আিছল, দুইখন ৱল্ড্র্ েতেখতৰ েচপােৰǁ
নািছল৷"

***
মুঠেত আিম কৱ লািগব েয আিম অিত ভাগ�বানেয আিম এেনকুৱা এজন েদউতা

পাইিছেলা৷ েদউতা েনােহাৱাৰ কথােটােৱ এিতয়াও বৰ েবজাৰ িদেয়৷
——
েতওঁ েমিধৰ কিনষ্ঠ পুতৰ্৷

XX

Have a Good Day!
–যেশাধাৰা েমিধ

১৯৮৯ চনত বাবলুৰ লগত িবয়া ৈহ আিহ িশলপুখুৰীৰ ঘৰত থািকবৈল েলাৱাৰ পৰাই
েচৗিদ আৰৱত থকা আৈঢ় বছৰ বাদ িদ েযাৱা ২৮ বছৰৰ পৰ্ায় েগােটইিখিন সময় েদউতাক
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অিত ওচৰৰ পৰা পাই আিহেছা। ইমান দীঘলীয়া সময়ৰ সৰু-ডঙৰ বহু কথা মনৈল আিহেছ।
তথািপও েদউতাৰ িকছুমান িবেশষ কথা হয়েতা সদায় মনত পিৰব।

েখাৱা-েবাৱাৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত েদউতা অত�ন্ত সংযমী আিছল।িকন্তু েকােনািদেনই েখাৱাবস্তুক ৈল
সামান�তেমা অাপিত্ত কৰা েনেদিখেলা। েকিতয়াও িনমখ কম বা েবিছ ৈহেছ বা ডাঠ পাতল
ৈহেছ, অাধা িসজা বা েবিছ িসজা ৈহেছ... েকােনা ধৰণৰ অসেন্তািষ্ট নািছল। এেকবােৰ
েশষৰফােল হিস্পতালত থকা সময়েতা কষ্ট হ'েলও বা মন ন'গেলও "হব আৰু নাখাও" বুিল
ৈকিছল বা বুজাইিছল। িকন্তু ভািবেল আচিৰত লােগ েয েখাৱাবস্তু সম্পেকর্ েকােনা ধৰণৰ
আপিত্ত কৰা েমাৰ েকিতয়াও মনত নপেৰ।

েদউতাই েবিছভাগ সময় পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা আিদত ব�স্ত অািছল আৰু কথাও কম ৈকিছল।
সব্াভািৱকেত পিৰয়ালৰ সকেলােৱই েদউতাক ভয় আৰু সমীহ কিৰিছল। খুব িবেশষ পৰ্েয়াজন
নাথািকেল খুড়ােকইজন, েপহী আৰু মাহী েকইগৰাকীক বােদ আন সকেলােৱ েসৗজন� সূচক
দুই একাষাৰ মাত িদয়াৰ বােদ িবেশষ কথা নাপািতিছল। িকন্তু েসই েদউতােয় আমাৰ
ঋিদ্ধমান (মািনচ)ৰ লগত আেবিল সময়ত চাদৰ ওপৰত িকৰ্েকট েখেল। মািনচৰ লগেৰ
সমনীয়া ৈহ পিৰিছল। সাত-আঠ বছৰীয়া মািনচ আৰু েদউতাই েযন আেবিলৰ েসই িবেশষ
সময়িখিনৈল বৰ আগৰ্েহেৰ বাট চাইিছল।

েদউতাই মািনচক লগত ৈল পৰ্েত�কেটা সব্াধীনতা িদৱস আৰু গণতন্তৰ্ িদৱসত ঘৰৰ
চাদত সৰু হেলও এখন পতাকা লগাইিছল। এিতয়াৰ পৰা এই কাম বাবলুেৱেহ কিৰব
লািগব (মািনচৰ অনুপিস্থিতত)।

েদউতাই সদায় িনজৰ দৰৱ-পািতিখিনৰ িহচাপ িনেজই ৰািখিছল আৰু সময়মেত িনজৰ
শৰীৰৰ অৱস্থা বুিজ পিৰমান কম বা েবিছ কিৰ দৰৱ খাইিছল। আনিক হিস্পতালত থকা
সময়েবাৰেতা িক দৰৱ িকয় িদেছ সুিধ পুিছ জািন ল'বৈল পাহৰা নািছল। ২০০৪ ত েচন্নাইত
েপৰ্ােষ্টটৰ অপােৰচন কৰাৰ অাগিদনাও বাবলুক ৈকিছল— "হিস্পতালৰ বািহৰৈল ওলাই
বাওঁফােলই এখন েদাকান আেছ, চকেলট দুটামান আিন িদিব। ক'ৰবাত চুগাৰ কিম গ'েল
দৰকাৰ হ'ব পেৰ।"

েদউতাৰ ভাললগা কথােটা হ'ল েদউতাই সৰু ল'ৰাৰ দেৰ কথা শ‌ুিনিছল। হয়েতা মই
েদউতাৰ িপছৰ বয়সৰ, েযাৱা েকইবছৰমানৰ কথা িবেশষৈক মনত েপলাইেছা। তথািপও
েদউতাক যিদ িকবা এটা খাব নালােগ বুিল ৈকিছেলা একান্ত বাধ�ৰ দেৰ কথােটা মািন
ৈলিছল। েদউতাই েযাৱা িকছুিদনৰ পৰা বািহৰৈল ওলাই েযাৱা বন্ধ কিৰিছল যিদও েচৗহদৰ
িভতৰেত েকইবাপােকা মািৰ েখাজ কািঢ়িছল। মােজ মােজ গােটা েবাধহয় েবয়া ৈহিছল;
েখাজ কঢ়াৰ উৎসাহ কিম যাব েখাজা েযন ৈহিছল। "েদউতা আিজ েখাজ নাকািঢ়েল? দুিদন
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েখাজ নাকািঢ়েল মন েনােযাৱা হ'ব আৰু লােহ লােহ এেকবােৰ েনাৱাৰা হ'ব। ঘৰৰ িভতৰেত
েকইপাকমান েখাজ কািঢ়ব েদই" — বুিল ক'লত শলািগ থ'েল। আৰু িপছিদনা কেলজৰ
পৰা ঘূিৰ আেহােতই দৰজা খুিল িদবৈল ৈৰ থকা েদউতাই ক'েল— "তুিম েকাৱাৰ দেৰ ঘৰৰ
িভতৰেত েখাজ কািঢ়েছা েদাই। বৰ ভাল কথা ক'লা েখাজ কািঢ়েহ ভাল লািগেছ, গােটা
ভাল েযন লািগেছ।"

পৰীক্ষাৰ িডউিট থািকেল বা বাটত বৰৈক যান-জট হ'েল ঘূিৰ আিহ ঘৰ পাওঁেত েদৰী
হয়। ডৰ্ইংৰুমেত দুৱাৰ খুিল ৈৰ থকা েদউতাই মাত লগায়— ''আিজ দহ ঘণ্টােৰা ওপৰ
হ'ল, েটৰ্িফক জাম েন িমিটং?" মনেত ভােবা, ঘৰত ৈৰ থকাজনৰ কাৰেণ সময় এেনও
দীঘলীয়া তােত বয়স হ'েল মানুহৰ সময়েবাৰ বৰ আমিনদায়ক হয় চােগ।

েদউতাই মািনচ ঘৰত থকাৈলেক তাৰ লগত আৰু মািনেচ িপ এইচ িড কিৰবৈল ইউ এছ
এৈল েযাৱাৰ পাচৰপৰা অকেলই ৰািতপুৱা বাতিৰ কাকত েকইখনত চকু ফুৰাইিছল আৰু
িদনেটাৰ িভতৰত বা গধূিলৈল িবিভন্ন িবষয়ৰ আেলাচনা, পৰ্বন্ধেটা কািট ৰািখ ৈথিছল। েযাৱা
িকছুিদনত িট িভত আণর্ৱ েগাসব্ামীৰ অনুষ্ঠানেটা েনােহাৱা েহাৱা বােবও েবয়া পাইিছল।

িলিখবৈল ৈল বহু কথাই মনৈল আিহেছ। তথািপও চমুৈক িকছু কথােহ সামিৰব পািৰেছা।
েদউতাই খাৰ, মাহৰ দাইল, মাছৰ িবলাহী েটঙা আিদ খাই বৰ ভাল পাইিছল আৰু মুখ
ফুটাই পৰ্কােশা কিৰিছল, "বিঢ়য়া ৈহেছ।" েযাৱােটা মাঘ িবহুত েদউতাই বৰ আগৰ্েহেৰ ডাঙৰ
িচতল মাছ এটা ৰািখিছল। েভাজৰ িদনা সিন্ধয়া মাছৰ ভািজ বৰ তৃিপ্ত কিৰ খােল। িকন্তু
িবহুৰ িপছিদনা িবলাহী িদ কৰা েটঙােজাল অলপেহ খাব পািৰেল— ইিতমেধ�ই গা হয়েতা
িভতেৰ িভতেৰ েবয়া ৈহ আিহিছল।

২০১৬ চনৰ েচেপ্তমব্ৰ মাহৰ েদউতাৰ হঠােত গা েবয়া ৈহিছল। েবয়া লগা সময়ত
হিস্পতালৈল িনয়াৈলেক এটাই আপিত্ত কিৰ আিছল— "েতামােলাকক ( েমাক আৰু বাবলুক)
বহুত সময় েদখা নাই, মাত শ‌ুনা নাই...।" েকিতয়াও অিভজ্ঞতা েনােহাৱা hypoglycemia
(চুগাৰ কিম েযাৱা) েহাৱা বােবই অসুস্থ ৈহ পিৰিছল। িয িক নহওক, মনেত েবয়া লািগিছল—
বয়স ৈহ আিহেছ, মনেত বা িক ভািব থােক। গিতেকই েসই ঘটনাৰ পাচৰ পৰাই কেলজৈল
যাওঁেত 'মা যাওঁ' বুিল িচঞঁৰ মািৰ েযাৱাৰ লগেত েদউতােকা েদৗৰােদৗিৰৈক যাওঁেত মাত িদ
েযাৱা কিৰেলা। ৰািতপুৱা েসইসময়ত অত�ন্ত খৰেখদা েকােনামেত েদখােটা িদ 'েদউতা বাই'
বুিল ৈক হাঁিহ এটা মািৰ েদৗৰ মােৰা। েদউতাও েযন ৈৰেহ থােক। ''েযাৱা, েযাৱা Have
a good day....!" বুিল িচঞঁিৰ ৈক পঠায়। খুব ভাল লােগ! িদনেটাৰ কাৰেণ সাহস
পাওঁ— blessings িদবৈলেক মা-েদউতােবাৰ ভােল থাকক! িকন্তু এিতয়া এই মাতষাৰৈল
বৰৈক মনত পিৰব। মােয় সকেলােৰ বােব এিতয়ও চািক িদব; িকন্তু েদউতাৰ Have
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a good day বৰৈক মনত পিৰব। এিতয়াৰপৰা এই মাতষাৰ িনজৰ মনেত আওঁৰাই
িদনেটাৰ কামৈল ওলাব লািগব...।

েদউতা যেতই নাথাকক আমাৰ ভাল েদিখেল ভাল পাব আৰু আমাৰ সকেলােক আশীবর্াদ
কিৰ সুবুিদ্ধ িদ পথিনেদর্শনা িদ থািকব বুিল িবশব্াস ৰািখেছাঁ। ঈশব্ৰৰ ওচৰত েদউতাৰ আত্মাৰ
সদগিত পৰ্াথর্না কিৰেছাঁ।

——
িলিখকা হ’ল সৰু েবাৱাৰী৷

XX

দাদাৈল শৰ্দ্ধােৰ
–ৰিঞ্জতা (ৰাণু) েমিধ

ৰূপেকাঁৱৰ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ আগৰৱালাই েতেখতৰ সব্কীৱ েজ�ািতৰ আভােৰ সািহত�, ক’লা,
সংগীত আৰু কথাছিবেৰ অসমক েগাৈটই ভাৰতবষর্েত েপাহৰাই ৈথ গ’ল৷ েসইদেৰ আান
এগৰাকী নমস� ব�িক্ত ড° েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধেয়ও েতেখতৰ েমধা শিক্ত আৰু পািণ্ডত�ৰ দব্াৰা
গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত এখন সুকীয়া আসন দখল কিৰ েদশত তথা পৃিথৱীেত
অসমৰ নাম জব্লাই েথ গ'ল।

ড° েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ ৺িবনিন্দ চন্দৰ্ েমিধ আৰু ৺কাদমব্ৰী েমিধৰ নটা সন্তানৰ িভতৰত
সবর্ েজ�ষ্ঠ আিছল বােব আমাৰ সকেলােৰ দাদা আিছল। েতেখতৰ লগত েমাৰ সািন্নধ�
ঘটা সুিবধা ৈববািহক সূতৰ্েৰেহ ৈহিছল। েতেখতৰ ভৰ্াতৃ ৺িবষু্ণ পৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ লগত িববাহৰ
িপছত মই সমব্ন্ধত মই দাদাৰ ভাইেবাৱাৰী হ'েলা। আমাৰ িবয়াখেনা গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ
জালুকবাৰীত অৱিস্থত দাদৰ ৬০ নমব্ৰ েকাৱাটর্াৰত ৈহিছল। েসইমেত নতুন কইনা িহচােব
পৰ্থেম দাদাদৰ ঘৰেত পদাপর্ণ কেৰাঁ। েতিতয়া ঘৰখনত দাদা, মীৰা বাইেদউৰ লগত িতিনটা
ল'ৰা েছাৱালী— েদবু, মুনু-বাǍ লু আৰু ননন্দ ভিণ্ট আিছল। িসহঁেত খূড়াক েপহীেয়কক বৰ
ভাল পাইিছল। িবয়াৰ পৰ্াৰিম্ভক মাঙ্গিলক কামিখিন ৈহ েযাৱাৰ িপছত মা-েদউতাৰ লগত
আিম িডবৰ্ুগড়ৈল গ‌ুিছ আিহেলাঁ।

দাদা িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ কামত মােজ মােজ িডবৰ্ুগড়ৈল আিহ থােক। েতিতয়ােহ
দাদাক ভালৈক লগ পাইিছেলাঁ। েমাক কথাৰ মাজেত দাদাই দুটা খুব মূল�বান উপেদশ
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িদিছল। পৰ্থমেটা আিছল— ল'ৰা-েছাৱালীৰ হাতত েকিতয়াও টকা-পইচা িনিদবা। লািগেল
িসহঁেত িবচৰা বস্তুেটা িনেজ িকিন িদবা। িদব্তীয়েটা আিছল— সিদয় ভালদেৰ ভািব-িচিন্তেহ
িসহঁতক িকবা এটা িদয়াৰ পৰ্িতশৰ্ুিত িদবা, িনজৰ কথােটা সদায় ৰািখব লােগ। েসই কখা
েকইটা মই আিজও নািত-নািতনীৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত মািন আেছাঁ।

িবয়াৰ িপছত আমাৰ দুটা ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী— মাইনা, িপক্ লু হ'ল। সৰুেৰ পৰা িপক্ লু
অলপ েজদী আিছল। েতিতয়া মই এই কথােটাত ইমানৈক মন িদয়া নািছেলাঁ। সব্ামী চাকিৰৰ
সূতৰ্ত দূৰত আিছল। গিতেক িস মুঠেত েমাৰ পৰা িযমান মনেযাগ িবচািৰিছল— মই হয়েতা
(ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী, কেলজ, ঘৰ, সব িমিল) তাক িসমান মনেযাগ িদব পৰা নািছেলাঁ। িস িকন্তু
েমাৰ পাৰই েযেনৈক হ'েলও েসইিখিন মনেযাগ আদায় কিৰ ৈলিছল। দাদাই েমাক ৈকিছল—
'িচন্তা নকিৰবা, িস ভােলই হ'ব। 'েজদ' বস্তুেটা ভােলই। েকবল জািনব লািগব— েকানেটা?
েকেনকুৱা িবধৰ? এই েজেদ আগৈল তাক ভাল কাম কিৰ আগ‌ুৱাই েযাৱাত সহায় কিৰব।
েকিতয়াবা দাদাৰ েসই উপেদশেবাৰ খুব মনত পেৰ।

দাদাৰ ঘৰখনত পিৰয়ালেটাৰ— মা, েদউতা, ভাই-ভনী পৰ্েত�কেৰ পৰ্িত মৰম-েচেনহ,
ভিক্ত েদিখ মই পৰ্থেমবৰ অিভভূত ৈহিছেলাঁ। মা (শাহু)ৰ দাদাৰ পৰ্িত থকা িবশব্াস মৰম
আৰু আকষর্ণ আিছল। এবাৰ এটা সৰু কথাই এই িবষেয় িবেশষভােব েমাক আকৃষ্ট
কিৰিছল। িডবৰ্ুগড়ত পৰ্েত�ক বছেৰ ৺সৰসব্তী পূজাৰ িদনা মাই েমাক লগত ৈল েগৰ্েহম
বজাৰ পৰ্াইমাৰী সু্কলৈল ৈগ পূজাত েসৱা এটা কিৰ আেহ। ওচৰেত আন আন পূজা মণ্ডপ
েবাৰ থািকেলও মাই িকয় েসই সু্কলৈল ইমান ভিক্তভােবেৰ যায়? মাই সব্ভাবেতই খুব কম
কথা কয়। েমাৰ সব্ামীেয়ও এই গ‌ুণিট মাৰ পৰাই পাইিছল। িপছত এিদন মই েকৗতুহল
ৰািখব েনাৱািৰ মাক কাৰণেটা শ‌ুিধেলাঁ। মাই ক'েল েসই সু্কলখনৰ পৰা বাপুেৱ (দাদাই)
বৃিত্ত পৰীক্ষা িদ সুখ�ািতেৰ পাছ কিৰিছল। মাৰ ছােগ সু্কলখনৈল গ'েল মনেত ভগৱানৰ পৰ্িত
কৃতজ্ঞতাৰ লগেত দাদাৰ মুখখন মনেত ভাঁিহ আেহ। অৱেশ� েমাৰ মনৰ ভােবা হ'ব পােৰ৷

দাদাই সময় পাৰ েহাৱাৰ লেগ লেগ ল'ৰা-েছাৱালীেবাৰৰ পঢ়া-শ‌ুনাৰ কথােবাৰ সুিধবৈল
েকিতয়াও নাপাহেৰ। মাইনা আৰু েজাৱােয় দুটা ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী ৈল আেমিৰকাত থােক।
িসহঁত আিহেল আিম সদায় দাদাৰ ওচৰৈল ৈল যাওঁ। দুবছৰ আগেত নািতনীজনী (িপৰ্য়ম)
বাǝ ক্ েলইত পিঢ়বৈল েযাৱা শ‌ুিন দাদাই আনন্দ পাইিছল। িপছেতা আিম ফুিৰবৈল গ'েল তাই
নাথািকেলও তাইৰ কথা, কেলজৰ কথা েসােধ। মুঠেত ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী পঢ়া-শ‌ুনাত ভাল হ'বৈল
খুব উৎসাহ িদিছল। অৱেশ� দাদৰ ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী, নািত-নািতনী সেবই খুব ভাল ৈহেছ। ইয়াৰ
বােব মীৰা বাইেদউেৰা যেথষ্ট অৱদান আেছ। দাদাৰ সািন্নধ�ৰ কথােবাৰ িলিখবৈল যাওঁেত
হাত চেলাৱাতৈক চকু েকইটােহ বািছ চলচলীয়া ৈহ যায়। গিতেক ইমানেত সামিৰেলাঁ।
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িলিখকা হ’ল ভাই েবাৱাৰী৷

XX

িশক্ষা আৰু জ্ঞানৰ এটা সুনন্দৰ সমনব্য়
–হীৰাকিণ েমিধ

ঘৰখনৰ এজন ব�িক্তেয়ই েকিতয়াবা ঘৰখনৰ গেত েগােটই পিৰয়ালেটাৰ নাম উজব্লাই
েতােল। আমাৰ অিত শৰ্দ্ধাৰ ডাঙৰদাদা আিছল েতেন ব�িক্ত। ৈশিক্ষক িদশৰ তুঙ্গ আেৰাহণ
কৰা ব�িক্তৰ ব�িক্ততব্ক পৰ্কাশ কিৰব পােৰ েকৱল েতওঁৰ সমপযর্ায়ৰ ব�িক্তেয়েহ। আিম
েকৱল েৰামন্থন কিৰব পােৰা জীৱনৰ িকছুমান টুকুৰা টুকুৰ ছিব, েকবল অনুভৱ কিৰব পােৰা
িকছুমান অনুভূিত আৰু েকৱল উপলিł কিৰব পােৰা— কল্পবৃক্ষৰ ফলসব্ৰূেপ িশক্ষাজগতৈল
িদ েযাৱা দাদাৰ অবদানক। িয ফল সদােয় িশক্ষাৰ জগতত জািতষ্কাৰ ৈহ থািকব।

১৯৭৪ৰ কথা। মই েতিতয়া দাদাৰ িডপাটর্েমন্টৰ ছাতৰ্ী আিছেলা। েমধাবী ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীক
ভালৈক বুজাব পৰােটা িনশ্চয় এেকা ডাঙৰ কথা নহয়, িকন্তু েমাৰ িনিচনা অৈপণত ছাতৰ্ীক
পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানৰ মূল আধাৰ সব্ৰূপ অধ�ায়েবাৰ ইমান সহজৈক বুজাব পৰােটা সচাঁৈক ডাঙৰ
কথা। েতিতয়াৰ পৰাই েমাৰ 'চাৰ'ৈল আিছল অসীম শৰ্দ্ধা। িপচত েযিনবা ৈববািহক সম্পেকর্েৰ
চাৰক 'দাদা' িহচােপ পােলা। জীৱনৰ বাকী সময় দাদাৰ িচন্তাধাৰা আৰু ভাৱধাৰােৰ পিৰপুষ্ট
েহাৱা কমর্ৰাশীল েদিখ মই পৰ্ােয় উপলিł কিৰিছেলাঁ— দাদাৰ উদাৰতা, কতর্ব�িনষ্ঠা আৰু
ন�ায়পৰায়ণতা।এই সকেলা গ‌ুণ িডবৰ্ুগড়ৰ েদউতা আৰু মাৰ গােতা েদিখিছেলা।জীৱনৰ
পৰ্িতেটা স্তৰেত িশক্ষাক িযদেৰ ওপৰত স্থান িদিছল, েসইদেৰ জ্ঞান অথর্াৎ নীিতজ্ঞানেৰা
মূল�াঙ্কন কিৰিছল বহুত ওপৰত । েখাৱা আৰু েশাৱাৰ সময়ৰ বািহেৰ েবিছিখিন সময়
দাদাই যিদও িনজৰ পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা আৰু গেৱষণাৰ িবষয় বস্তুেত ব�স্ত ৈহ আিছল, পৰ্াত:স্নানৰ
িপচত িকন্তু সদােয় এটা িনিদর্ষ্ট সময় দাদাই শৰ্ীশৰ্ীমদনভাগৱǈ গীতা শাস্তৰ্ৰ আশৰ্য় ৈলিছল।
গীতাৰ এই উপেদশ বাণী সদায় কীতর্ন (পাঠ) কৰা বােবই ছাৈগ দাদাৰ জীৱনত েদিখিছেলা
িশক্ষা আৰু জ্ঞানৰ এটা সুন্দৰ সমনব্য়।

কমর্ত িবশব্াস যাৰিহয়াত থােকােন্তা হিৰ
অিতশয় দূৰ েহান্ত তাৰ
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দূৰেতা িবদূৰ েহান্ত তাৰ
অহঙ্কাৰ থােকােন্তাও সাক্ষােত কৃষ্ণক পােৱ
শৰ্ৱণ কীত্তর্ন ধমর্ যাৰ।। ৫ (নামেঘাষা)

দাদাৰ এই সকেলা সফলতাৰ আৰত েমাৰ ডাঙৰ জাঁ শৰ্ীযুতা পৰ্ীিত েমিধ (মীৰা বাইেদউ)ৰ
অৱদান মই িকন্তু বাৰুৈক অনুভৱ কেৰা। িনজৰ সকেলা ইচ্ছা ত�াগ কিৰ অিত কতর্ব�িনষ্ঠােৰ
মীৰা বাইেদউেৱ চািৰওটা সন্তানেক সুেযাগ�/সুেযাগ�া কিৰ ডাঙৰ কৰাৰ উপিৰও েগােটই
েমিধ পিৰয়াল েটােকই একতাৰ ৰেঙেৰ েবােলাৱা মৰমৰ ৰচীেৰ বািন্ধ ৰািখেছ। দাদাৰ সুেযাগ�
পুতৰ্ দীপাঙ্কৰ আৰু শ‌ুভঙ্কৰ আৰু সুেযাগ�া পুতৰ্ী শকুন্তলা আৰু অলকানন্দাইও দাদাৰ আিহর্েত
িশক্ষাৰ লগত জ্ঞানৰ সমনব্য় ৰািখব পািৰেছ।

আিজ িবজ্ঞানৰ জগতত এটা সুৰুয অস্ত গ'ল িকন্তু েসই সুৰুযেৰ ৰিশ্মৰ আলম ৈল
হয়েতা আগৈল বহুেতা সূযর্� িবজ্ঞানৰ জগতত উদয় হ'ব। দাদা আমাৰ স্মঁিতত সদােয় উজব্ল
িশখাৈহ জব্িল থািকব।

'ওম শািন্ত'।
——
িলিখকা হ’ল ভাই েবাৱাৰী৷

XX

ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ পৰ্িত থকা েমাৰ অনুভৱ
–ৰমা পৰ্সাদ েমিধ

দাদা। আমাৰ পিৰয়ালৰ সকেলা দাদা ড০ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ আকিস্মক আৰু অকাল
মৃতু�ত আমাৰ পিৰয়ালৰ সকেলা মমর্াহত হেলা। ভগৱানৰ ইচ্ছাত েতেখতৰ মৃতু�ৰ মূহুত্তর্ত
আিম আটাই েকইজন ভাই-ভনী এেকলেগ আিছেলা। মই দাদাৰ হাতৰ নাড়ীৰ গিত েবগ চাই
থােকােতই িলফেটােৰ েতেখতক আই. িচ. ইউ ৈল স্থানান্তৰ কিৰ থকা অৱস্থােত েতেখেত
এই জীৱনৰ পৰা েমাৰ হাতৰ পৰাই নাইকীয়া ৈহ গ'ল- েযেন লােহ ধীেৰ েতেখত েমাৰ
হাতৰ পৰাই শািন্তেৰ িপছিল গলৈগ— মই েতেখতক ধিৰ ৰািখব েনাৱািৰেলা।

এই বাৰ িচিকৎসালয়ত ভিতর্ েহাৱাতৈক েতেখেত আগেতও েকইবা বােৰা জিটল েৰাগত
আকৰ্ান্ত ৈহও পুনৰ ঘৰৈল সু-সব্াস্থ�েৰ উভিত আিহিছল। েশষ েৰাগ িকন্তু ইমান জিটল েযন
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ভৱা নািছেলা— এই মৃতু�েৱই িকন্তু বৰ শািন্তপূণর্ ভােৱ েতেখতক আমাৰ মাজৰ পৰা কািঢ়
ৈল গ'ল— েকােনাৱাই েযন ৈকেছ— েতেখতক যাব িদয়া— সময় ৈহেছ।

দাদা অিত মৰিময়াল, সকেলা বাই-ভনীৰ েহাৱােতা কামনা আৰু েচষ্টা কিৰেয়ই জীৱনেটা
পাৰ কিৰেল।

মই িনেজই িচিকৎসক ৈহ বহু ডােয়েবিটছ েৰাগীক চােলা, বত্তর্মােনও চাই আেছা, িকন্তু
ইমান দীঘর্িদনীয়া ডােয়েবটীছ থকা সব্েত্তও েতেখতৰ এই েৰাগৰ পৰা েহাৱা জিটলতা মই
েদখা নািছেলা। িনয়ম মািন শৃংখলাবদ্ধভােৱ জীৱনেটা পাৰ িকদেৰ কিৰেল তােক ভািৱ মই
আচিৰত হওঁ। েকােনািদেনই েখাৱা-েবাৱাত সামান�তম অৱেহলা কৰা েদখা নািছেলা। মই
ভােৱা ডােয়েবিটছ েৰাগ ধৰা পৰাৰ পৰা েযাৱা ৫০ বছৰত েতেখেত েকােনা িমঠা বস্তু েখাৱা
নািছল।

েমাৰ িপতৃ সদৃশ দাদাৰ ডােয়েবিটছ েৰাগৰ জ্ঞান যেথষ্ট আিছল। আগেত েতেখেত বনু্ধবৰ
সব্গর্ীয় ডা০ মথুৰানাথ ভট্টাচাযর্�ৰ পৰা ডােয়েবিটছ েৰাগৰ িচিকৎসা ৈলিছল আৰু এই িবষয়ৰ
অজসৰ্ িকতাপ পিঢ় ডােয়েবিটছ েৰাগ সম্পেকর্ সকেলা কথা খৰিচ মািৰ জািনিছল। েতেখতৰ
লগত েমাৰ কিৰবলগীয়া যেথষ্ট কাম থািক গ'ল।

বহুত মৰম ভালেপাৱা আৰু আমাৰ পথ পৰ্দশর্ক িহচােব জীয়াই কথকা িদনেকইটাত
েতেখতৰ পৰা িয পােলা েসেয় আমাৰ পৰ্িত থকা আশীবর্াদ িহচােপ ৈল আিমও গিত কিৰ
থািক দাদাৰ আদশর্ জীয়াই ৰািখব লািগব।

ভগৱােন েতেখতৰ আত্মাক শািন্ত িদয়ক।
——
েলখক হ’ল কিনষ্ঠ ভােয়ক।

XX

িযজনক পাহিৰব েনাৱািৰম
–িবনয় কুমাৰ দাস (েবণু)

িনজৰ ঘৰেতই হওঁক বা অইন আেপানজেনই হওঁক নতুৱা িপৰ্য় বনু্ধ-বান্ধেৱই হওঁক,
পৃিথৱীৰ পৰা আঁতিৰ েযাৱাৰ িপছত মানসপটৰ পৰা কৰ্মশঃ ধুঁৱিল-কুঁৱলী ৈহ এসময়ত
েনােহাৱা ৈহ যায়। তাৰ মাজেতই দুই-এগৰাকী মনৰ দােপাণত পৰ্ােয়ই ধৰা িদেয়িহ। েতেন
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এগৰাকী েমাৰ মনত সাঁচ েগাৱা িবস্ময় পুৰুষ হ'ল ভাগৱতী দাদা। যিদও েতেখত েমাৰ
েজঠীৰ ডাঙৰ ল'ৰা, েতেখতক মই পৰ্থমবাৰৰ বােব েদিখিছেলা ১৯৫৬ চনত, েযিতয়া মই
ইিঞ্জিনয়ািৰং কেলজৰ েহােষ্টলত ভিতর্ ৈহিছেলা আৰু গ‌ুৱাহাটীত েপ্লগ ৈহিছল।

অিত শৰ্দ্ধা কিৰবলগীয়া মানুহ িবলাকৰ মাজেতা সকেলােৰ সকেলা গ‌ুণ এেকলেগ নাথােক।
েকােনাবা হয়েতা মহাজ্ঞানী পিণ্ডত, েকােনাবা অত�ন্ত মৰমীয়াল, েকােনাবা িনৰলস িনজুর্,
েকােনাবা পেৰাপকাৰী, েকােনাবাজন পািথর্ৱ আকাঙ্খা ৰিহত িনৰাসক্ত, েকােনাবাজন গবর্-
দম্ভ েনােহাৱা মািটৰ মানুহ আৰু েকােনাবাজেন িচন্তা কেৰ কাৰ িক ভাল কিৰব পািৰ ।
এই সকেলােবাৰ সজ গ‌ুণৰ অিধকাৰী ব�িক্ত জীৱনত মই এজেনই েদিখেছাঁ, েসইজন হ'ল
ভাগৱতী দাদা। েতওঁক েবয়া পাব পৰা ব�িক্ত বা িকবা কাৰণ থািকব পােৰ বুিল মই ভািবব
েনাৱােৰাঁ।

িনেতৗ দাদাৰ ঘৰৰ আেগিদ পুৱা আঠ বজাৰ সময়ত মই যাওঁ। পৰ্ায় পৰ্িতিদেনই দাদাক
েদখা পাওঁ আৰু মাত িদওঁ। এিতয়াও মই েসই ফােলেৰই পাৰ হ'ম। দাদাৰ অবয়ব েমাৰ
সনু্মখত িজিলিক উিঠব িকন্তু মাত িদব েনাৱিৰম।

েমাক দাদাই িকয় ইমান ভাল পাইিছল নাজািনেলা।
——
েলখক মাহীেয়কৰ পুতৰ্৷

XX

এক মহান ব�িক্তৰ ব�িক্ততব্ আৰু অনবদ� আৰু অনবদ�
অিভজ্ঞতাৰ বিণর্ল যাতৰ্াৰ সামৰিণ পিৰল

(ড০ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ (ভগৱতী দা) আদ�শৰ্াদ্ধত অশৰ্ু অঞ্জিলেৰ শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিল যািচেলাঁ)

–মেনাৰমা দাস

অিত সহজ-সৰল, গহীন-গম্ভীৰ, মৃদুভাষী অসম জননীৰ সুেযাগ� সন্তান আমাৰ সকেলােৰ
শৰ্দ্ধা আৰু আদৰৰ আেপান ব�িক্ত গৰাকীেয় ৯৩ বষর্ত ভিৰ িদ সব্গর্ ধামৈল গিত ধামৈল গিত
কিৰেল। শূণ�তা অনুভৱ হ'ল ঘৰ-গৃহস্থ, ইষ্ট-কুট্ুমব্, শ‌ুভাকাঙ্খী সকেলা অনুগামীৰ মাজত। ৈব
থকা লুইতৰ দেৰ ক্লািন্তহীন দুবর্াৰ গিতেৰ চাকিৰৰ অৱসৰৰ িপছেৰ পৰা অহৰহ সব্েদশ তথা
িবেদশৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ অনুস্থান সমূহত েযাগদান কিৰ িনজসব্ পািণ্ডত�ৰ িবকাশ কিৰবৈল

100



সক্ষম ৈহিছল। েদশ-িবেদশ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ীৰ উন্নিতৰ হেক জীৱন িনবর্ািপত কিৰ অৱেশষত
িনজেৰ জীৱন বিন্ত িনবর্ািপত হল। পৃিথৱীৰ বহু ঠাইত উচ্চ িশক্ষাৰ অনুষ্ঠান পািত পািত
আিজ েতেখেত িনেজ এিট অনুষ্ঠান হ'ল, এক মিস্তষ্কই ঢুিক েনােপাৱা বিণর্ল অনুষ্ঠান ৈহ
পিৰল।

েতেখতৰ জীৱনৰ িদনপিঞ্জ কৰপৰা আৰম্ভ কিৰ ক'ত েশষ কেেৰা ভািব েপাৱা নাই। সুদীঘর্
৯২ টা বষর্ই েযন েতেখতৰ শ‌ুভাৰম্ভণী। পৰ্িতেটা মুহূতর্ই েযন েতেখতৰ বােব গ‌ুৰুতব্পূণর্।

এিট সংসৃ্কিতবান পিৰয়ালত েতেখতৰ জন্ম ৰামিদয়াৰ েমিধ পিৰয়ালত ১৯২৪ চনত।
কেলজীয়া িশক্ষা, গিণত িবষয় ৈল অনাচর্ ৈল েগাল্ড েমেডলৰ সন্মান লাভ কেৰ কটন
মহািবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ। কিলকতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা গিণতত টপাৰ ৈহ এম. এছ. িচত
উত্তর্ীণর্ হয়। ১৯৪৮ চনত কটন কেলজত চাকিৰ জীৱন আৰম্ভ কিৰ লেগ লেগ গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত 'জইন' কিৰ িপছত েস্টিটিȢস্টক িডগৰ্ীৰ বােব মানেচষ্টাৰৈল যাতৰ্া কিৰ সাফল�
লাভ কেৰ। ইয়াৰ িপছত েপিৰচ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা ডক্তেৰট অব চাইন্স িডগৰ্ী লাভ কিৰ
গ‌ুৱাহাটীৈল ঘূিৰ আিহ গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত েস্টিটিȢস্টকৰ পৰ্েফচাৰ ৈহ, লগেত তাৰ
Head of the Deptt. ৈহ ১৯৮৫ চনত অৱসৰ গৰ্হণ কেৰ।

তাৰ পাছেতা েতেখতৰ জীৱনৰ বিণর্ল যাতৰ্া অব�াহত ৈহ থািকব। িডবৰ্ুগড় িবশব্িবদ�ালয়,
েতজপুৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়, গ‌ুৱাহাটী আই. আই. িট সমূহৰ পৰা আটাইতৈক সন্মানীয় পৰ্েফচাৰ
অব এমািৰটাচ(emeritus) িডগৰ্ী লাভ কিৰবৈল সক্ষম হয়। িভিজিটং পৰ্েফচাৰ িহচােপ
কানাডাৰ মেণ্টৰ্েয়ল (Montreal), তৰেণ্টাৰ েমক মাষ্টাৰ ইউিনভাৰিচিটত েযাগদান কিৰ
িনজৰ সক্ষমতাৰ পিৰচয় িদিছল। েদশ িবেদশৰ বহু েচিমনাৰত েতেখত েযাগদান কিৰ-
িছল। তাৰ িভতৰত ভাৰত, ফৰ্ান্স,ইউ .েক. আিদেয় পৰ্ধান। আনিক আেমিৰকা যুক্তৰাষ্টৰ্ৰ
উইচকনিচন িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৈল েতেখত িভিজিটং পৰ্েফচাৰ িহচােব ৈগ তাত সাফল� অজর্ন
কিৰিছল।

েতেখতৰ িবখ�াত িতিনখন িকতাপৰ নাম হ'ল— ১) Stochastic processes,
২)stochastic models in queueing, ৩) Recent Developments in Bulk
Queueing Models. এই িকতাপ িতিনখনৰ সমাদৰ সমগৰ্ আেমিৰকাত লাভ কিৰেছ।

এইগৰাকীেয় হ'ল ড০ েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধ। আমাৰ ভগৱতী দাদা। সম্পকর্ত বৰজন।
আমাৰ েজিঠমাৰ সুেযাগ� পুতৰ্ৰ্। আমাৰ সকেলােৰ শৰ্দ্ধাৰ আৰু মৰমৰ কােৰাবাৰ ছাৰ,
কােৰাবাৰ দাদা, েদউতা, কােৰাবাৰ মামা িভনেদউ, মহােদউ, কােৰাবাৰ বৰেদউতা, এগৰাকী
পিতবৰ্তা স্তৰ্ীৰ ঋিষতুল� সব্ামী সেমব্াধনৰ গৰাকীজন শ‌ুদ্ধ শ‌ুভৰ্ পিৰধানেৰ, ধূপ-ধূনােৰ সূগিন্ধত,
অনন্ত শয�াত শয়নৰত ৈহ অনন্ত ধামৈল যাতৰ্া কিৰেল।
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ভগৱতী দা আিছল এগৰাকী সৰবৰহী িবিশষ্ট িশক্ষািবদ— যাৰ হঁদয়ত িনিহত আিছল
অক্লান্ত পিৰশৰ্মৰ মযর্দােবাধ। দাদাৰ চািৰতৰ্ীক ৈবিশষ্ট� বহু গ‌ুনৰ সমাহােৰেৰ সমািহত,
সকেলােৰ পূজনীয়, যাৰ পিৰচয় েতেখতৰ শৰীৰ আৰু মনত পৰ্িতফলন ঘিটিছল।

ব�িক্তগতভােৱ দাদাৰ লগত এিট সু-সম্পকর্ গিঢ় উিঠিছল। ২০০৮ চনৰ েমাৰ সব্ামীৰ
িবেয়াগত ঘৰৈল আিহ আমাৰ েশাকৰ সমভাগী ৈহ শান্তনা িদিছল। েমাৰ পৰ্কািশত িকতাপ
সমূহ কৰ্য় কিৰেহ দাদাই পিঢ়িছল। "িডগিনিট অব েলবাৰক দাদাই সন্মান িদিছল।

এিতয়া বােৰ বােৰ জৰা-তাপ সমস�াই জুৰুলা কৰা েমাৰ হৃদয়ত সিঞ্চত শŀেবাৰ সীয়াই
আন্তিৰক শৰ্দ্ধাঞ্জিলেৰ িনেবেদেছা, শািন্তধামত িচৰ শািন্তেৰ থাকক েতেখত। দাদা আমাৰ
সকেলােৰ বােব আজীৱন পথ পৰ্দশর্ক ৈহ থাকক এয়াই আমাৰ সকেলােৰ ভগৱানৰ ওচৰত
পৰ্াথর্না।

ওঁম শািন্ত!ওঁম শািন্ত!ওঁম শািন্ত!!!

XX

অশৰ্ু অঞ্জিল-- ভগৱতী দাদাৰ সৃ্মিতত
–িনমর্ািল দাস (বন্দনা)

েযাৱা িতিন েফবৰ্ুৱাৰীত অসম তথা আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় িশক্ষাজগতৰ এগৰাকী েজ�ািতময় পুৰুষৰ
েদহাৱসান ঘিটল। মৃতু� জীৱনৰ িচৰন্তৰ সত� হ'েলও িশক্ষাজগতৰ ৈসেত জিড়ত িবিশষ্ট
েমধাশিক্ত সম্পন্ন িকছুসংখ�ক ব�িক্তৰ মৃতু�েৱ সমাজৰ ঢশিক্ষক িদশত অপুৰণীয় ক্ষিত সাধন
কেৰ। েতেন এগৰাকী িবিশষ্ট ব�িক্ত আিছল, আন্তঃৰাষ্টৰ্ীয় গেৱষক পিণ্ডত তথা গ‌ুৱাহাটী
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰ্েফচৰ এেমিৰটাছ ডঃ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ। শান্ত-েসৗম�, সুন্দৰ েচেহৰােৰ
উচ্চ ব�িক্তত্ন সম্পন্ন, সদা হাস�বদেনেৰ অল্পভাষী, অমািয়ক আৰু পৰ্চাৰিবমুখ, গ‌ুণী-জ্ঞানী
এইগৰাকী সব্নামধন� গেৱষক পিণ্ডেত মৃতু�ৰ সময়ৈলেক পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা কৰাৰ লগেত িলখা-েমলাও
কিৰ আিছল। বয়সৰ মাপ কাঁিঠেৰ পিৰপক্ক সময়েত মৃতু�বৰণ কিৰেল যিদও েতেখতৰ িনিচনা
এগৰাকী নীৰৱ সাধক, অধ�য়নশীল কঁিত িশক্ষািবদৰ মৃতু�েৱ িশক্ষা জগতৰ িবস্তৰ ক্ষিত সাধন
কিৰেল।

পৰ্য়াত ডঃ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ জন্ম ৈহিছল এিট িশিক্ষত তথা সংসৃ্কিতৱান পিৰয়ালত।
বৃিটছ শাসন কালৰ দক্ষ পৰ্শাসক, পৰ্খ�াত পিণ্ডত ৰায়বাহাদুৰ কািলৰাম েমিধৰ বৰ িজয়ৰী
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৺কাদমব্ৰী েমিধ আৰু েসই সময়ৰ িবিশষ্ট আইনজীিৱ ৺িবনিন্দ চন্দৰ্ েমিধৰ বৰপুতৰ্ েজ�ািতপৰ্-
সােদ জন্মসূেতৰ্ই জ্ঞান-েজ�ািতেৰ েজ�ািতস্মান আিছল। উচ্চকাংশী িপতৃেয় েতােখতৰ সেদৗিট
সন্তানেক িবিভন্ন িবষয়ত উচ্চ িশিক্ষত কিৰ গঢ় িদিছল। এই েক্ষতৰ্ত মাতৃৰ ভূিমকাও যেথষ্ট
আিছল। পৰ্চীন পৰ্থামেত খুব কম বয়সেত িবয়া েহাৱা বােব আৰু েসই সময়ত স্তৰ্ী-িশক্ষাৰ
পৰ্চলন েহাৱা নািছল বােব আৰু েদউতােক চাকিৰ কালত বদিল ৈহ থািকবলগীয়া েহাৱাত
কাদমব্ৰী েমিধেয় উচ্চ িশক্ষা লাভত বাধাপৰ্াপ্ত ৈহিছল। তথািপেতা িবদু�ৎসাহী েদউতােক ঘৰেত
িশক্ষক িনযুক্ত কিৰ যেথািচত িশক্ষা গৰ্হণৰ সুিবধা কিৰ িদয়াৰ লগেত িচলাইৰ পৰ্িশক্ষেণা
িদয়াইিছল। তােৰাপিৰ বুঢ়ী-আইতােক তাঁত-শালৰ িশক্ষাও িদিছল। ফলসব্ৰূেপ কম বয়সেত
এগৰাকী সু-গৃিহণীৰ লগেত সু-মাতৃৰূেপ ছয়গৰাকী পুতৰ্ আৰু িতিনগৰাকী কন�া সন্তানক
সৰল মাতৃ-েস্নেহেৰ উদ্দীপনা েযাগাই সমােন উচ্চ িশিক্ষত কৰাৰ লগেত পৰ্কৃত নাগিৰক ৰূেপ
গঢ় িদ েতােল। েসইদেৰ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদৰ লগেত অনুজ ভৰ্াতৃ-ভগ্নী সকেলও িপতৃ-মাতৃৰ পৰ্িত
অচলা ভিক্তেৰ উভয়েৰ সহজ-সৰল মন আৰু সৎ-আদশর্েৰ অনুপৰ্ািণত ৈহ এক আদশর্নীয়
জীৱন যাপেনেৰ সমাজত পৰ্িতিষ্ঠত হয়।

ছাতৰ্াৱস্থােতই ডঃ ৺েজ�ািত েমিধ পৰ্খৰ েমধা শিক্তৰ পিৰচয় েপাৱা ৈগিছল। সুখ�ািতেৰ
পৰ্েৱিশকা পৰীক্ষাত উত্তীণর্ েহাৱাৰ িপছত স্নাতক,স্নাতেকাত্তৰ সকেলা পৰীক্ষােত সব্ণর্পদক
ৈল উত্তীণর্ ৈহ েমধাশিক্তৰ পিৰচয় িদেয়। পৰৱতর্ী কালত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত অধ�াপনা কিৰ
থকা কালেচাৱাত আৰু তাৰ িপছেতা অৱসৰ পৰ্াপ্ত অৱস্থাত িবেদশৰ বহুেতা আগশাৰীৰ
িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত অিতিথ অধ�াপক ৰূেপ কৃিত অজর্ন কেৰ। েসইদেৰ ভাৰতৰ িবিভন্ন নামজব্লা
িশক্ষানুষ্ঠানত পািণ্ডত�পূণর্ বকৃ্ততা পৰ্দান কিৰ ছাতৰ্-ছাতৰ্ী সকলক অধ�য়নৰ পৰ্িত সৃ্পহা েযাগায়।
িশক্ষাদানেক জীৱনৰ বৰ্ত িহচােপ ৈলিছল বােবই এগৰাকী সু-িশক্ষক ৰূেপ খ�ািত অজর্ন
কিৰিছল। িবিভন্ন গেৱষণা পতৰ্ৰ উপিৰও বহু মূল�ৱান পৰ্ৱন্ধ, গৰ্ন্থ িলিখ েতেখেত জ্ঞানৰ
েজ�ািতেৰ িশক্ষাজগত েজ�ািতস্মান কিৰ িনজৰ নামিটৰ পৰ্কৃত অথর্ েযন ডািঙ ধিৰেল।

ৈশিক্ষক জীৱনক বাদ িদ ব�িক্তগত জীৱনত পৰ্য়াত েমিধ এগৰাকী সহজ-সৰল উদাৰ
মনৰ মৰমীয়াল অথচ ৰিসক ব�িক্ত আিছল। সম্পকর্ত েতেখত েমাৰ েজঠাইৰ ল'ৰা দাদা।
েতেখত েয খুব েচাকা েসই কথা সৰু কালৰ পৰাই জািনিছেলা বােব খুব সমীহ কিৰিছেলা।
বয়সত আিমেবাৰতৈক যেথষ্ট ডাঙৰ বােব িপছৈলেকা সম্ভৰ্ম সহকােৰ খুব ভাল পাইিছেলা
আৰু অনুজ িহচােপ েমােকা খুব মৰম কিৰিছল। মাতুল বংশৰ পৰ্থম ভািগন ল'ৰা আিছল
বােব েমামােয়ক-মাহীেয়কহঁতৰ েতেখত অিত মৰমৰ `ভািগন' আিছল--- নামকািঢ় েকােনও
নামািতিছল। েতেথতৰ সব্ভাৱসুলভ অমািয়কতা, নমিনয়তা আৰু ভিক্তিসক্ত মৰম-ভালেপাৱা
গ‌ুণৰ বােব 'ভািগন' িহচােপ এক সুকীয়া স্থান পাইিছল। েমামােয়ক-মাহীেয়ক সকলৰ ৈসেত
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েতেখতৰ এক মৰম-মধুৰ িনবীড় সমব্ন্ধ আিছল। সেবর্াপিৰ িপতৃ-মাতৃৰ পৰ্িত অগাধ ভিক্তভাৱ,
অনুজ ভাতৃ-ভগ্নীৰ পৰ্িত মমতা-মধুৰ দািয়তব্েবাধ েতেখতৰ ব�িক্ততব্ৰ এক আদশর্নীয় গ‌ুণ।
েজ�ষ্ঠজনৈল সন্মান আৰু কিনষ্ঠজনৈল েস্নহ-পৰ্ীিত পৰ্দান েতেখতৰ ব�িক্ততব্ৰ এক অনন�
সব্ভাৱ আৰু এেন মহানুভৱতাৰ বােবই েতেখত সমাজৰ সকেলা স্তৰৰ মানুহৰ িপৰ্য়ভাজন
ৈহ পিৰিছল।

িশক্ষাৰ সুউচ্চ জখলাত িথয় ৈহও েতেখেত সাধাৰণ িশক্ষাবৰ্তীক েহয়জ্ঞান নকিৰ অধ�াৱ-
সায়ত বৰ্তী হ'বৈল অনুেপৰ্ৰণ েযাগাইিছল। মই আৰু েমাৰ ডাঙৰ েছাৱালী মামনীেয় পৰ্েবিশকা
পৰীক্ষাত উত্তীণর্ ৈহ মহািবদ�ালয়ত পিঢ়বৈল েলাৱাৰ সময়ত েতেখেত আমাক দুেয়াজনীেক
উেদ্দ�িশ 'বাঃ বাঃ কেলজ কেলজ' বুিল ৈক উৎসািহত কিৰিছল। বয়সত আিমেবাৰ ডাঙৰ ৈহ
ৈগিছেলা যিদও েতেখতৰ মনত আিম সৰু েযন ৈহ আিছেলা বােবই ৰগৰ কিৰ এেনধৰণৰ
েপৰ্ৰণাদায়ক কথা ৈকিছল। েসইদেৰ কেলজত চাকিৰ েপাৱাৰ খবৰ পাই আমাৰ ঘৰৈল
আিহ িপিঠত থপিৰয়াই---' বাঃ পৰ্েফচৰ হ'িল ' বুিল ৈক তৃিপ্তেৰ হাঁিহ মািৰিছল । েশৰ্ণীত
েকেনদেৰ পাঠদান কিৰব লািগব, েসই কথা েতেখতৰ পৰা িশিক ল'বৈল েদউতাই েকাৱাত,
এেকভঙ্গীমােৰ সৰল হাঁিহ মািৰ িপিঠত থপিৰয়াই--- `পািৰব পািৰব--- তাইক িশকাব না-
লােগ' বুিল েকাৱাৰ লগেত ভালৈক পঢ়া-শ‌ুনা কিৰ যাবৈল উপেদশ িদিছল। েতেখতৰ েসই
উপেদেশ েমাৰ অধ�াপনাৰ কালেছাৱাত যেথষ্ট ফলদায়ক ৈহিছল। েসইদেৰ ডক্তেৰট িডগৰ্ী
লাভ কৰাৰ িপছেতা অিভনন্দন জনাবৈল আিহ--- `তই ডক্তেৰট িডগৰ্ী পািল--- বৰ ভাল
পাইেছা েদই। মহা-মাহীেয় বৰ সুখ পাব।' েতেখতৰ কথা শ‌ুিন মন ভিৰ পিৰিছল যিদও
আনন্দৰ লগেত 'লাজত েমাৰ মূৰ েদাঁ খাই ৈগিছল। িকয়েনা েতেখতৰ িনিচনা এগৰাকী
িবদগ্ধ গেৱষক পিণ্ডত, িযগৰাকীেয় পঞ্চাশ দশকেত মানেচষ্টাৰ আৰু েপিৰচৰ আগশাৰীৰ
িবশব্-িবশৰ্ুত গেৱষক পিণ্ডতৰ অধীনত গেৱষণা কিৰ ডক্তেৰট িডগৰ্ী লাভ কিৰেছ েতেন
এগৰাকী িবিশষ্ট পিণ্ডতৰ বােব আশীৰ দশকত সাধাৰণ িবষয়ত গেৱষণা কিৰ ডক্তেৰট িডগৰ্ী
লাভ কৰােটা েতেনই নগন� কথা। িকন্তু িকমান িনৰহঙ্কাৰী আৰু আনৰ অন্তৰৰ বুজ েপাৱা
বহল মনৰ ব�িক্ত আিছল েতেখত! েকৱল েমাৰ েক্ষতৰ্েত নহয়, েতেখতৰ সংস্পশর্ৈল অহা
সকেলা িশক্ষাবৰ্তীেয় এই কথা মুক্তকেণ্ঠ সব্ীকাৰ কিৰব িনশ্চয়। অন�ান� েক্ষতৰ্েটা পৰ্য়াত
েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমািধ এগৰাকী সেচতন নাগিৰক আিছল। আত্মীয়-পিৰজন, ওচৰ-চুবুৰীয়া,
সহকমর্ী িকমব্া তলতীয়া কমর্চাৰী ধনী-দুখীয়া আিদ সমাজৰ িভন্নজনৰ সুখ-দুখৰ সময়ত
েতেখেত কাষত ৈগ িথয় ৈহিছল। বহুত অধ�য়নশীল েলাকৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত এেনধৰণৰ সামািজক
দায়বদ্ধতা চকুত নপেৰ।

পৰ্য়াত েজ�ািতপৰ্সাদ েমিধৰ ঘৰত মতা নাম 'ভগৱতী'। েসেয়েহ েতেখতৰ েমামােয়ক-
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মাহীেয়কৰ ল'ৰা-েছাৱালী আিমেবােৰ েতেখতক ভগৱতী দাদা' বুিল সেমব্াধন কিৰিছেলা
আৰু খুব সম্ভৰ্মৰ চকুেৰ চাইিছেলা। িকন্তু েতেখত ইমান সহজ-সৰল আিছল েয আিমেবাৰৰ
কােৰাবাক লগ পােল িডিঙত ধিৰ ৈল ৈগ কাষত বহুৱাই খা-খবৰ েলাৱাৰ লগেত মধুৰ-
মমতােৰ ৰগৰ কিৰ নানান কথা পািতিছল। মৃতু�ৰ এমাহমান আগেত খবৰ ল'বৈল ৈগ এইদেৰ
বহুসময় বিহ কথা পািতিছেলা। েতেখতৰ সািন্নধ�ত আিমও ইমান আপ্তলুত ৈহিছেলা েয আমাৰ
মাজৰ বয়স আৰু েতেখতৰ িবৰল ব�িক্ততব্ৰ ব�ৱধান েযন েনােহাৱা ৈহ ৈগিছল। সপৰ্িতভ
ভােৱ অথচ েখালা মেনেৰ েতেখতৰ স'েত ব�িক্তগত কথােবােৰা পািতিছল। এইেক্ষতৰ্ত
েতেখতৰ উপযুক্ত পিৰবাৰ মীৰা েবৗেয়ও সহেযাগ কিৰিছল। েসই িবলাক কথা মনত পিৰ
চকু েসেমিক উঠাৰ লেগ লেগ েতেখতৰ পৰ্িত সভিক্তত গǈ গǈ ৈহ পেৰা। সময়ৰ গিতত
বয়স বািঢ় েযাৱাৰ লেগ লেগ েদেখান সঁচা মৰম কৰা েলাকসকল িচৰিদন বােব আঁতিৰ যাব
ধিৰেছ। এয়াই কালৰ গিত--- েকােনও বাধা িদব েনাৱােৰ।

আমাৰ সকেলােৰ অিত শৰ্দ্ধাৰ, অিত মৰমৰ 'ভগৱতী দাদা' েদিখবৈলেকা অিত সুন্দৰ
আিছল। ওখ-পাখ েচেহৰা,গাখীৰ বগা বৰণ, মৃদু-ভাষী, সদা হাস�ময় বদনৰ লগেত ধীৰ-
িস্থৰ সব্ভাৱ অাৰু সৎ মেনেৰ েতেখত এগৰাকী িবৰল ব�িক্ততব্ সম্পন্ন েলাক আিছল। মৃতু�ৰ
শীতল ছাঁয়াত িচৰিনদৰ্াত থকা অৱস্থাত পৰ্নাম জনাওঁেত, েতেখতৰ িস্নগ্ধ মুখ-মণ্ডলত তােৰই
পৰ্িতচ্ছিব পৰ্কাশ েপাৱা অনুভৱ ৈহিছল। িবেদহ আত্মাৰ সদগিত আৰু িচৰশািন্ত কামনা কিৰ
পৰেমশব্ৰৰ ওচৰত অশৰ্ু-অঞ্জিলেৰ নীৰেৱ পৰ্াথর্না জনাইিছেলাঁ।

——
িলিখকা মাহীেয়কৰ জীয়াৰী।
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দাদাৰ েসাঁৱৰণত
–ধৰ্ুৱেজ�ািত দাস (চন্দন)

Death is here death is there
Death is busy every where,
All around, within, beneath

Above is death- and we are death- Shelly(Death)
েমাৰ দাদাৰ িবেয়াগৰ লেগ লেগ মই িপতৃসব্ৰূপ এজন ব�িক্ত েহৰুৱাৰ লগেত এক শূণ�তাওঁ

অনুভৱ কিৰেছাঁ। সমব্ন্ধ িহচােব েতেখেত েমাৰ েজঠাইৰ অথর্াৎ মাৰ (৺ ৰত্না দাস) বােয়কৰ
ডাঙৰ ল'ৰা আিছল। েতেখতৰ িবেয়াগত অসমৰ লগেত সমগৰ্ িবশব্ই এজন িবশব্বেৰণ�
পিৰসংখ�ািবদক েহৰুৱােল । েতেখত আিছল অিত ভদৰ্, মৰমীয়াল, পিৰপািট। মাহী িহচােব
েতেখেত মাক অিত শৰ্দ্ধা কিৰিছল আৰু আমাৰ িনজৰাপাৰৰ ঘৰৈল সঘনাই আিহিছল।
েমােকা েতেখেত অিত মৰম কিৰিছল। আনিক েতেখেত মানেচষ্টাৰৰ পৰা েমাৈল ১৯৫৪
চনত িচিঠও পিঠয়াইিছল। কমর্সূেতৰ্ মই দুলীয়াজানৰ অইল হিস্পতালত িচিকৎসক িহচােব
থােকােত েতেখেত পৰ্ােয়ই আিহ েমাৰ পৰা সব্াস্থ� পৰীক্ষা আৰু িচিকৎসাও কিৰিছল। েতওঁৰ
সৰু জীয়ৰী অলকানন্দাও িববাহৰ আৰু কমর্সূেতৰ্ এিতয়া দুলীয়াজানেত আেছ। মই িলখা
সব্াস্থ� সমব্ন্ধীয় পৰ্ৱন্ধেবাৰ ফেটা কিপ েতওঁক পিঢ়বৈল িদিছেলা। েসই িলখিনেবাৰ েতেখেত
িকতাপৰ আকাৰত ছপা কিৰবৈল পৰামশর্ িদিছল যােত তাৰ পৰা সবর্সাধাৰেণ উপকৃত হ'ব
পােৰ। িকন্তু িকতাপখন ছপাশালৰ পৰা ওেলাৱাৰ আগেত আমাৰ পৰা ওেলাৱাৰ আগেত
আমাৰ পৰা িবদায় ল'েল। মনত এটা দুখ থািক গ'ল।

িকন্তু িনয়িতৰ ওচৰত সকেলােৱ এিদন হাৰ মািনব লািগব আৰু েমলািন মািগব লািগব।
েতওঁৰ আত্মাই িচৰশািন্ত লাভ কৰক, আিজ আদ�শৰ্াদ্ধৰ িদনা ভগৱানৰ ওচৰত তােকই
পৰ্াথর্না জনাইেছাঁ। কিবৰ ভাষােৰই ক'ব িবচািৰেছাঁ-

মৃতু�েয় িকন্তু কিৰেল মহান
গ‌ুণী জ্ঞানী সবর্জেন যািচেল সন্মান।

সবর্জন িপৰ্য় তুিম সৰল মনৰ
এয়ােহ চৰম সত� সঁচা বাস্তৱৰ।

——
েলখক মাহীেয়কৰ পুতৰ্৷
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িভনেদউ
–নীভা হাজিৰকা (ভিন্ট)

িভনেদউ েমাৰ অিত মৰমৰ ও েতেখতক মই অিত শৰ্দ্ধা কেৰা। েতেখতৰ িবষয় আিজ
িলিখবৈল ওলাইেছা যিদও িকেনা েলেখা এেকা ভািবেয়ই েপাৱা নাই। িভনেদউৰ িবষেয়েটা
সকেলােৱ জােনই। েতেখত অিত উচ্চ আকাঙ্খাৰ েলাক আিছল। পঢ়া-শ‌ুনাৰ মােজেৰই সময়
কটাই খুব আনন্দ পাইিছল। েতেখত অিত শান্ত পৰ্কৃিতৰ আৰু অমািয়ক।

েতেখতৰ আিজৈলেক মই েকেতয়াও খং ভাব েদখা েনপােলা। েটেখটৰ অিত সুন্দৰ
হাঁিহেটা েয সদােয়ই মুখত থােক ও সুন্দৰ ব�ৱহােৰ মানুহক আদৰিণ জনাই। েতেখত েমাৰ
অিভাৱেকা। এওঁৰ অিবহেন িভনেদউেৱ েমাক সকেলা কথােত সহায় কিৰিছল। িকবা বুিজ
নাপােল লেগ লেগ িভনেদউৰ পৰা পৰামর্শ ৈলিছেলা। েমাৰ মনৰ সকেলা কথা িভনেদউক খুিল
পািৰিছেলা। িভনেদউৰ পৰামর্শ ৈলেয়ই মই সকেলা কামেত আগবািঢ় ৈগিছেলা। িভনেদউেৱ
মই আিহেল অিত ভাল পাইিছল। মােজ মােজ মই খবৰ কিৰব ৈগ থােকা। সৰুেৰ পৰা
িভনেদউক এই মৰমৰ কথােবাৰ েমাক বৰ আমিন কিৰেছও দুখ লািগেছ। িভনেদউ আমাৰ
মাজত সদায় আেছ ও থািকবও। েতেখতৰ মৰম ও আশর্ীবাদ ৈলেয়ই জীৱনত আগবািঢ় যাব
পািৰম বুিল ভািবেছা। েতেখতৰ আত্মাৰ শািন্ত কামনা কিৰেলা। েতেখেত েযন সব্গর্ত শািন্তেৰ
থািকব পােৰ এেয়ই েমাৰ পৰ্াথর্না।

——
নীভা হাজিৰকা হ’ল েমিধৰ খুলশালী৷

XX

ড০ েজ�ািত পৰ্সাদ েমিধ: মই জনা মানুহজন
–গীতািল দাস

েসৗভাগ�কৰ্েম ড০ েজ�ািত েমিধ চাৰৰ লগত ১৯৯৪ চনত দুই বছৰৰ বােব IASST ৰ
অধীনৰ মানৱ সম্পদ িবষয়ত এটা পৰ্েজক্তত কাম কৰাৰ সুেযাগ লাভ কিৰিছেলা— সমব্ন্ধত
েতওঁ েমাৰ েজঠা। এেনদেৰ েতওঁৰ সািন্নধ�ৈল আিহ েতওঁৰ আন েকতেবাৰ গ‌ুণ েদিখবৈল
পাইিছেলা।
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আমাৰ পৰ্েজক্টত েগােটই েকইজেন সদস� নতুন আিছল এেন কাম কৰাৰ অিভজ্ঞতা
নািছল। েতওঁ সৰু সুৰা কথােবাৰ হাঁিহ মুেখেৰ িনয়ািৰৈক এক সুকীয়া পদ্ধিতেৰ বুজাই িদব
পািৰিছল আৰু তাৰ ফলত েকােনা অসুিবধাৰ সনু্মখীন হ'ব লগা েহাৱা নািছল। পৰ্সংগকৰ্েম
আন এটা কথা উেল্লখ কিৰব পািৰ েতওঁ সকেলা ধৰণৰ গঠনমূলক কাম আৰু পঢ়া-
শ‌ুনাৰ ৈসেত জিড়ত কামত সকেলােক উৎসাহ েযাগাইিছল। েমাৰ গেৱষণা গাইড অধ�াপক
খনীন েচৗধুৰী চােৰ আিজ েমাক ৈকিছল েকেনদেৰ চােৰ েতওঁৰ পৰ্থম িকতাপ ''গিণত এটা
িবৰিক্তকৰ িবষয়" খন পৰ্কাশ কেৰােত েজঠাই েতওঁক উৎসাহ েযাগাইিছল।

েদিখবৈল পাইিছেলা েতওঁ গঠনমূলক কাম-কাজৰ বািহেৰ অইন কামত সময় নষ্ট নকিৰ-
িছল। অত�ন্ত জৰুৰী েমল-িমিটঙৰ বািহেৰ েতওঁ িবয়া সবাহ আিদৈল খুব কেমই ৈগিছল।

সময়ানুবিতর্তা, পিৰপািট, জুিখমািখ কথা েকাৱা, খাদ�ভাষ আিদ গ‌ুণেবাৰ েতওঁ জীৱনৰ
গ‌ুৰুতব্পূণর্ িদশ— হয়েতা এই গ‌ুণেবাৰৰ বােবই িনজা েমধা শিক্তৰ বলত েতওঁ উত্তৰ পূৱৰ
পৰা ৈগ আন্তজর্ািতক স্তৰত খ�ািত লাভ কিৰব পািৰিছল।

েতওঁ গিণত িবষয়ত কিলকতা িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা িবশ‌ুদ্ধ গিণতত সেবব্র্াচ্চ নমব্ৰ লাভ কিৰ
েসাণৰ পদক লাভ কিৰিছল। ১৯৪৯ চনত গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত গিণত আৰু পিৰসংখ�া
িবজ্ঞান িবভাগত পৰ্ৱক্তা িহচােব েযাগদান িদিছল। পাছত িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা ৈশিক্ষক ছুটী
ৈল ১৯৫৪ চনত পিৰসংখ�া িবজ্ঞানত স্নাতেকাত্তৰ িডগৰ্ী মানেচষ্টাৰ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা লাভ
কিৰিছল। েতওঁ িনজৰ গেৱষণা েপিৰচ িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ৰ পৰা কিৰিছল বােব গেৱষণাৰ েথিচচ
ফৰাচী ভাষাত িলিখব লগা ৈহিছল। েসেয় েতওঁ ১৯৫৫ চনত ফৰাচী ভাষা িশিকবৈল পৰ্িশক্ষণ
ৈলিছল। ১৯৫৬ চনত েপিৰচ িবশব্িবদ�ালেয় েতওঁক িডগৰ্ী পৰ্দান কিৰিছল। িকন্তু িনজ েদশৰ
পৰ্িত থকা ভালেপাৱাৰ বােবই হয়েতা েতওঁ ১৯৫৬ চনত সব্েদশৈল ঘূিৰ আেহ আৰু পুনৰ
গ‌ুৱাহাটী িবশব্িবদ�ালয়ত েযাগদান কেৰ।

েতওঁ আিছল পৰ্চাৰ িবমুখ এগৰাকী নীৰৱ সাধক। সম্ভৱত: েসইবােবই েতওঁৰ বহু কথা
আৰু কৃিত অপৰ্চািৰত ৈহ ৰ'ল ভািবেল েকিতয়াবা েবয়া লােগ— েজঠাতৈক কম পৰ্িতভাৱান
ব�িক্তেয়ও বহু সময়ত েতওঁতৈক েবিছ পৰ্চাৰ আৰু সন্মান লাভ কিৰিছল। অৱেশ� তাৰ পৰ্িত
েজঠাৰ েকােনা আেক্ষপ-ভৰ্ূেক্ষপ নািছল।

——
েমিধ হ’ল গীতািল দাসৰ েজঠাক৷
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েমিধ ছাৰক মই িযদেৰ জািনিছেলা
–িনৰঞ্জন শমর্া

২৭ বছৰ পূেবর্ লগ পাইিছেলা েমিধ ছাৰক। যিদও েমাৰ িশক্ষাগ‌ুৰু নািছল তথািপ েতেখতক
'ছাৰ' বুিলেয়ই সেমব্াধন কিৰিছেলা। িড এছ িট-ৰ পৰ্েজক্ত সংকৰ্ান্তত পৰ্য়াত িধেৰন্দৰ্ নাৰায়ন
দাস ছােৰ েমাক িচনািক কৰাই িদিছল েমিধ ছাৰৰ লগত। সুিদঘর্ িদন েতেখতৰ সেত বহু
সময় কটাইিছেলা। পৰ্থম িচনািকেতই আেপান ৈহ পৰা ছাৰ আিজ আমাৰ মাজৰ পৰা গ‌ুিচ
গ'ল। িবগগ্ধ পিণ্ডত ৈহেয়া িনৰহংকাৰী েমিধ িযেয় এবাৰ লগ পায় েতওঁ েকিতয়াও পাহিৰব
পৰা নািছল। অিত সাধাৰন জীৱন-যাপন কৰা েমিধ ছাৰ আিছল সময়ক সন্মান িদব জনা
আৰু মূল�াংকন কিৰব জনা এগৰাকী পিণ্ডত। গিণত শাস্তৰ্ত অগাধ বুৎপিত্ত থকা ছােৰ
েকিতয়াও অবাবত সময় নষ্ট কৰা মনত নপেৰ।

েতেখতৰ বােব কমর্ই আিছল ধমর্। নীৰেৱ সৃিষ্টশীল কামত ব�স্ত আিছল ছাৰ। পৰ্ায়ভাগ
গধূিলেয়ই মই ছাৰৰ ওচৰৈল ৈগিছেলা আৰু ছাৰৰ পৰা অকৃিতৰ্ম মৰম লাভ কিৰিছেলা অিত
নমৰ্,িবনয়ী সব্ভাৱৰ ছােৰ জীৱন পিৰকৰ্মাৰ িযেবাৰ গৰ্ন্থ িলিখ ৈথ গ'ল েসয়া অমূল� সম্পদ
ৈহ ৰ'ব।

ছােৰ সদায় আনক সন্মান যািচিছল। আনক অকৃিতৰ্ম শৰ্দ্ধা জেনাৱা বােবই েতেখেত আনৰ
পৰাও লাভ কিৰিছল শৰ্দ্ধা,ভিক্ত। জীৱনৰ অিধকাংশ সময় িশক্ষাত বৰ্তী েমিধ ছােৰ আনৰ
কামত ব�াখ�াত জিন্মব পৰা েকােনা কােমই কৰা মনত নপেৰ। েকিতয়াবা িকবা কামত
পৰ্েয়াজন হ'েল পৰ্থমেত সুিধিছল— ''িনৰঞ্জন তুিম আিজ িফৰ্ আছা েনিক? যিদ আছা,
এপাক আিহ যাবােচান। অ' যিদ পৰ্েব্লম হয়, েতিতয়াহ'েল কাইৈলেক আিহেলও হব।" মই
িকবা কামত ব�স্থ থকা বুিল ভািবেয়ই সদায় ছােৰ েতেনৈকেয় সুিধিছল। ঘৰ েপাৱাৰ পাছত
িকবা কাম কিৰব িদেলও ভালদেৰ িবষয়েটা বুজাই িদিছল। েকিতয়াবা কামত ভুল হ'েলও
খং কৰা মনত নপেৰ। বৰং ভুলেটা এেনদেৰ শ‌ুধিৰা িদিছল েয পাছত আৰু েকিতয়াও
েসইেটা ভুল েহাৱা নািছল।

সৰু সুৰা অথচ গ‌ুৰুতব্পূণর্ দুই এেকাটা কথা ছাৰৰ পৰাই িশিকিছেলা। আনৰ আগত
যােত িনজৰ কমর্কৈল েকিতয়াও েহয় পৰ্িতপন্ন হ'ব নালােগ েসই েক্ষতৰ্ত েতেখত সেচতন
আিছল। এিদনাখন মই পত্নী সংগীতাক ৈল ছাৰৰ ঘৰৈল আিহিছেলা — সাধাৰণেত ছাৰৰ
মই বহুিদন এেকলেগ কাম কিৰেলও েতেখতৰ সমান আসনত বহা নািছেলা। ছােৰ েছাফাত
বিহেল মই মূঢ়াত বেহা। িকন্তু িসিদনাখন ছােৰ মই পত্নীক লগত ৈল মই মূঢ়াত বিহেল পত্নীৰ
ওচৰত মই েহয় হ'ম বুিল ছাৰৰ কাষােত েছাফা বিহবৈল ক'েল। মই িসিদনাই বুিজিছেলা
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ছােৰ আনৰ সন্মান ৰক্ষাৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত িকমান সতকর্। কাৰণ ছােৰ বুিজ পাইিছল শৰ্মৰ মযর্দা।
িযেটা কথা সাধাৰণেত আিম বহু বছৰ পাছত ভােবা, েসই কথা েমিধ ছােৰ বহু বছৰ আগেত
ভািবিছল। অসমত েয িশক্ষাৰ েক্ষতৰ্ত িব,এড িডগৰ্ীেটা বাধ�তামুলক হ'ব েসই বােব ছােৰ
েমাক বহু বছৰ আগেত ৈকিছল। েসইবােব ছােৰ েমাৰ পত্নীক িব এড িডগৰ্ী গৰ্হন কিৰবৈল
পৰামশর্ আগবঢ়াইিছল।

েমিধ ছাৰৰ আন এটা গ‌ুন লক্ষ� কিৰিছেলা। েতেখেত আনৰ পৰা িকবা েপাৱাতৈক িদেহ
আনন্দ লাভ কিৰিছল।

মৃতু�ৰ আগমুহূতর্ৈল েতেখেত কেঠাৰ পিৰশৰ্ম কিৰিছল। ৈদনিন্দন কাযর্� কৰ্মিণকা সুচা-
ৰুৰূেপ সম্পাদন কিৰিছল। ছাৰৰ অনুপিস্থিত আিজ মই বাৰুৈকেয় উপলিł কিৰেছা। েসই
শূণ�তা পুৰন কৰাৰ ব�িক্ত হয়েতা হব আঙুিল মূৰত িলিখব পৰা। তথািপ মৃতু�েটা েয িচৰন্তন
সত� তাক মািনব লািগব। েসেয় আিজ আদ�শৰ্াদ্ধৰ পিৱতৰ্ ক্ষণত যািচেলা একাঁজিল পাদ�
অঘর্�।

——
িনৰঞ্জন শমর্া হ’ল েমিধৰ অত�ন্ত িবশব্াসী কমর্ী আৰু ক’ব পািৰ েযন পুতৰ্সমবুিল৷
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Family

Tributes to Deuta Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi --
Our Deuta

–Shakuntala Choudhury - 1

Deuta was not only my father, but a true friend, philosopher
and guide. This multi-faceted personality was born to the Medhi
clan of Ramdia, Assam. The Medhis were treasurer of the
Ramdia's Damodar panthi Satra, and the surname Medhi was
derived from the Sanskrit word ``Medha", meaning intelligence.
Deuta was full of intelligence, professionalism, politeness and
compassion.
A lifelong educationalist, he established the branch of Statistics

in the remote North-East corner of India, following Madras
and Bombay Universities. In fact, Delhi University started
the Statistics department after Gauhati University, which was
chaired by Professor Thawani during Vice-Chancellor Taylor's
time. Deuta believed that education is to be imparted to the
masses and not be contained.
Deuta always wanted to pursue a unique discipline of research

and nurture it into a niche area. So, he pursued a Master's
degree in Statistics under Professor Bartlett of the University of
Manchester. Bartlett was famous for the statistical significance
test called the Bartlett test and Deuta studied the then new branch
of Statistics — Time Series under Bartlett's esteemed guidance.
Since his first publication in the 1950s, he never looked back and
has been publishing for the last six decades. He is a true genius!
He kept the tradition of his illustrious grandfather Rai Bahadur

Kaliram Medhi, who was the first Assamese to obtain a Master's
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degree in Physical Sciences in the 19th century. Deuta was greatly
influenced by his Ata, who guided him during his Cotton College
days at Ata's Panbazar residence.
Deuta was a gentleman with a very sweet smile and polite

disposition. While I was a student at Cotton College, my
professors revered him a lot and always referred to Deuta as
a perfect gentleman. He treated all humans with equal respectd
and wished everybody well in life.
I adore Deuta, who believed in simple living and high thinking.

He loved reading about the ideology of Steve Jobs through his
biography that I gifted him in 2014. This shows how he adapted
modern thinking.
His constant advice to me was, ``Time and tide wait for no

man." He never wasted time or money, saying ``Bipodot kuneo
maat nidie, okol poisaihe maat dibo." He cultivated the value of
time and money. He has great respect for his mother and was a
pioneer of women's education in sciences.
He left his footprints on the sands of time and jilikale Luitore

paar.
——
Shakuntala (Moonmoon) Choudhury is his eldest daughter.

XX

My guiding light extinguished forever –
Deuta/Father (J. Medhi)

–Shakuntala Choudhury - 2

The light that guided me all along my life extinguished forever.
The thought that Deuta is no more makes me very sad. No more
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Facetime calls or phone call during major Indian holidays. In his
last call on Magh Bihur Uruka (Jan 13, 2017), he said to me,
"I am counting my days." For a Mathematician, death is also a
mathematical algorithm and he embraced it with numbers. What
an immortal soul!
Tomorrow is Holi/Faqua, and it reminds me of Deuta, whose

favorite festival was Holi. It brings nostalgic memories of my
early life in the Gauhati University Campus in Jalukbari. Deuta
would buy gulal/abir along with bhujia-bundia, nimki etc. for
entertaining huge groups of students who came to offer faqua
to Deuta and touched his feet, seeking his blessings. This shows
the student-teacher bonding in Deuta. We brothers and sister
look forward to this annual ritual, as Deuta drove to Maligoan
and Gauhati city to get all the goodies. He made sure each of us
had an old shirt to wear over our outfits, so there are no stains
from the faqua. He was very meticulous. At the end of the
day, he made sure the children had a good bath and the house
is cleaned. We were not allowed inside the house unless we
had washed off the faqua with a garden hose (pipe as we called
it) During Diwali, the same enthusiasm prevailed in Deuta. He
made sure that two banana trees were planted near the entrance
and decked with sakis. I was assigned to fill the sakis all the
time. He bought plenty of fuljari and fireworks for us to last the
two days of Diwali. Before the festivities began, he made sure
we finished our studies and home-work, as well as the chores
given to us like, preparing the saki.
Deuta loved magic shows as well as circus, and took us to

circus and PC Sarkar's magic show in Maligaon. He took Debu
and me to see theatre like "Abhisapta Sambal." He was always
engaged in his research and we were afraid to enter his study, but
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he planned the fun part of life too. He beautifully balanced work
and family life. He rewarded us with these trips to encourage
academic improvements.
During one of his many visits to New York City, he was excited

to see the Christmas tree at the Rockefeller Center and enjoyed
the Christmas show "Rockettes" to his full extent, as well as the
Barnum & Bailey circus. He even enjoyed the trip to Disney
World in Florida at the age of 72, along with Vick.
Deuta did not like to pay social visits, except on festivals like

Bihu and Durga Puja. At other times, he thought socializing is
a mere waste of time. He used to tell me, "Furi furat koi duta
anka korai bhaal." Such was his time management principle. He
planned very well and is always very successful in executing his
plans.
Some of his pearls of wisdom to me were:
-- Time and tide waits for no man
-- Ghorot emanbur Statistics kitab, kune porhibo – toi ey

porhibi
-- Use time and money wisely
-- Be respectful (with a Namaskar), practical and punctual
-- Always help the poor and needy/ Goribok sokure sabi
-- Take care of your health/ Ga bhale thakile poisa arjiboloi

aru xomoy pabi
-- Bhai-bhonik maram koribi aru diha dibi
-- Slow and steady wins the race
-- Satyamevo jayate/ Truth always wins
-- Regarding diabetic food habits – kinsit, no bonsit (in

moderation, no deprivation)
He was a very stylish and well-groomed gentleman, having

spent his student life in the Latin Quarters of Paris. He used
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to wear suits tailored at Mohini's and Delhi Cloth House. His
shirts were properly starched by our Bhojpuri dhoba. In his trip
to Delhi, he would bring nice frocks and shoes for me. I still
remember my red pump shoe during my 3rd grade at Model
English School. I felt like I am the richest among my school
friends, as I had several dozens of frocks and shoes bought by
my father and the numerous uncles and aunts. I was showered
with his affection.
He was a strict disciplinarian. On one instance, I was badly

beaten by Deuta. Some of our relatives visited us and my sister
Rumjhum went to the drawing room wearing only a camisole.
I learnt the lesson of my life that as the elder sister, I need to
preserve the dignity of our family by making sure my brothers
and sister behaved and dressed in a proper manner. On another
instance, I took Debu and Bablu to jump on a heap of sand
in the front of our house. We were all soaked in wet sand and
ignored Deuta's call to come inside after dusk. I will never forget
that whipping with red marks on my back, Debu was very clever
and he ran and locked the door behind him. Deuta's disciplining
techniques made me a better and responsible person in life. So
Debu, Bablu, Rumjhum – take my words, these are Deuta's words
to take care of the extended family.
He always spoke several French words and phrases around

the house, such as
-- Pour quo with shoulder shrugs
-- Ques qe est
-- Joyeux Noel on my birthday (which happens to be

Christmas Day)
-- How are you?/ Comme tale voux

The sweetness of his French conversation, led me to complete a
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Diploma course in French at Gauhati University. Being a very fair
person, he declined to be my external examiner, so my French
professor examined me. I still remember the bright smile on
Deuta's face as the results were published in the Assam Tribune.
Deuta was an all-rounder with interests in various subjects

from literature to Mathematics, Philosophy to Physics, Music to
Sports, and the list goes on. In the verandah of 60 University
Campus, he would hold literary discussions with Late Maheswar
Neog, Late Hiren Dutta, Golok Goswami and Amaresh Dutta.
In the same verandah sitting on his bamboo reclining chair, he

would talk about world happenings and politics with Late Hari
Prasanna Das. Earlier Bapumama (Late Saurabh Kumar Chaliha)
would come and join with a cigar in hand. Ma's responsibility
was to offer numerous cups of Assam tea with Cream Cracker
biscuits. Being diabetic, Deuta resisted the temptations to eat
even a bite of sweets/mithai. He was very regimented in his
food intakes and daily exercises.
Sometimes these discussions were carried on while taking

evening walks with his acquaintances to the vicinity of Saraighat
bridge. My sister and I sometimes accompanied him in his
morning walks. Debu and Bablu were always busy playing
cricket or climbing the mango or neem trees, while Deuta was
on his routine walks.
Deuta invested lots of quality time with his siblings and his

children. He shaped Debu and me with great interest, buying us
the set of Children's Encyclopedia, Enid Blyton books, Cinderalla,
Pafu series for Debu etc. He gave us private tutors in Math,
Science, Sanskrit, and Assamese as well as Yoga and Sitar lessons.
Later he invested in Gourmet Cooking and Indian Classical Vocal
music for Rumjhum. He introduced me to RadhaKrishnan's book
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on Indian Philosophy and Mahatma Gandhi's biography at age
12. He would make me read the dictionary as a past-time to
improve my vocabulary. He had a scientific way of propagating
knowledge.
When Debu and I entered Cotton College after our Matriculation,

he gave monetary awards to the best students in our batch who
topped the list of successful candidates. It made us feel very
good and to appreciate the achievements of students who were
less fortunate than us. We did not have much, but had enough
and with Deuta's constant advices, felt even more fortunate. He
was a person of simple living and high thinking, with immense
respect for his parents and elders. Deuta really loved pens, wrist
watches and Italian Merino wool sweaters sent from USA. I
presented him with a Mont Blanc pen (the false variety from
Shanghai). He kept it with great care in his Godrej wardrobe.
Such was his love for writing instruments. His penmen-ship was
beyond comparable. I still saved some his letter to his daughter
from three decades ago. His signature is classic!
I would like to write a few words about my mother Prity

Medhi. Similar to Deuta, she also possessed razor-sharp intellect
which she utilized in running a big household with extended
family. She knows how to share love and affection. A graceful
octogenarian, Ma is a highly pious lady with amicable manners.
She is a very successful woman, having immense contribution
to Deuta and her children's social and academic life. My
favorite quote from Mahatma Gandhi is, "Educate one man, you
educate one person, but educate a woman, you educate a whole
civilization." Ma did it all – she educated the whole Medhi clan
and village.
Although I was married off at the tender age of 22, I got
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to spend quality time with Deuta during his 12 visits to USA
since we immigrated in 1983. During numerous road trips on
highways developed during President Eisenhower's time, we
talked about various subjects. One of his favorite topic was
"Demography and Life Expectancy at Birth." He used to say,
"Life Expectancy of a person is dependent on the privileges one
had at birth." Then he would end the sentence, saying that he
grew up strong because of the abundance of milk and doi during
his childhood in Ramdia. He wanted me to research further and
develop a mathematical algorithm for predicting Life Expectancy.
This gave birth to the topic of my Ph. D thesis.
After attaining two Master's degrees in Statistics and Economics,

I completed my Ph.D. coursework at Rutgers, the State University
of New Jersey. I worked for AT&T (American Telephone &
Telegraph Co) at that time. Due to the birth of my son Vick, who
is a decade younger than daughter Gargee, I could not complete
my dissertation, at which point Deuta's intervention led me to
consider my alma-mater Gauhati University's doctoral by thesis
program. At that time, Prof. Amar Jyoti Choudhury was the
Vice Chancellor and he immediately approved. I consider this
to be a Divine Intervention. After all, Deuta was my teacher too
– in real life and at Gauhati University. He knew my potentials
and made me an educated, confident and successful Statistician/
Data Scientist. My thesis was dedicated to him in 2012.
I am especially indebted to J. Medhi. He is not only my father,

but also a friend, mentor and guide throughout my personal and
professional career. I always took his advice in following the path
of higher studies and research. My parents' sixty-plus year goal
has always been providing their children with the best education
possible, which they believe could carry my two brothers, my
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sister and me anywhere in this world.
I can only hope to imbue the same importance of education to

my two children and grandson. Miss you dear Deuta and stay
healthy Ma!

——
Shakuntala (Moonmoon) Choudhury is his eldest daughter.

XX

Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi: Humble Genius
with a Heart of Gold

–Shakuntala Choudhury - 3

Jyotiprasad Medhi was a father and a personal hero to me.
He was a remarkable example of a person from the Greatest
Generation. Throughout his life, Deuta maintained an interest
in Probability and Statistics, as well as Mathematics. In his 90s
he was still publishing for seven decades, the last one being
in the Missouri Journal of Mathematical Sciences in 2013. He
also pursued interests in medical science, history, sports, the arts
and geneology. He was listed in the American Mathematical
Geneology project.
Born in Ramdia, Assam to the Medhi clan of the Ramdia Satra,

he was the eldest grandson of Pandit Kaliram Medhi. During
his formative years at Cotton College, his grandfather influenced
him He earned a Master's degree in Pure Mathematics from
Calcutta University with 2 Gold Medals. In 1952, he left the
shores of India to pursue a Master's degree in Statistics (Time-
Series Analysis) from Manchester University, England and then
pursued a D.Sc. degree from the University of Paris (Sorbonne).
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During his education abroad, some of his professors were famous
Statisticians, like, Professor Bartlett and Professor Robert Fortet.
Deuta spent his days at Sorbonne in the Latin quarters of Paris.
His maiden research article 'On the efficiency of procedures
for smoothing periodogram from time series with continuous
spectra' which he wrote with Prof. Bartlett and which was
published in Biometrica (London) in 1955 had far reaching
consequences. In 1956, the University of Paris conferred the
degree of Dr-es-Sc (D.Sc.) on him with mention 'Tres-Honorable'.
During his stay in France, Deuta had the good fortune of meeting
intellectual giants like Emile Borel, Maurice Frechet and Jacques
Hadmard.
In 1956, Deuta came back to Assam and joined the Department

of Statistics at the Gauhati University as a Lecturer. In the
same year he was promoted to the post of a Reader and in
1963 he became a Professor and Head of the same department.
He continued his service in the same post till his retirement
in 1985. During 1979 to 1985 he was also the Director of the
Population Research Centre, Gauhati University and was the
Dean, Faculty of Science of Gauhati University from 1972 to 1975.
During the period from 1956 to 1985, Deuta guided research
scholars for their PhD degree in diverse fields like Time Series
Analysis, Univariate and Multivariate distributions, Stochastic
Processes, Econometrics, Demography, Operations Research,
Optimization Theory and Mathematical Logic; wrote around fifty
research papers most of which were widely acclaimed throughout
the world; visited University of Montreal, Canada, McMaster
University, Canada; University of Wisconsin, USA, University of
Toronto, Canada, Rutgers University and Princeton University,
New Jersey in different capacities of Visiting Professor / Scientist
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/ Fellow, apart from writing several books some of which are
now considered to be 'classic' all over the world. He was also a
Consulting Statistician to Motorola.
After his retirement in 1985, he became the Director of Institute

of Advanced Study in Science and Technology, Guwahati (1985-
1987); Chairman, Assam State Selection Board (1985-1990);
Chairman, Education Reforms Commission, Assam (1993-1995).
Deuta was a life member of the Institute of Mathematical

Statistics, USA since 1963. He was the President of Indian Science
Congress Association (Statistics Section) in 1978-79; President,
Assam Science Society in 1979-81; Vice President, Indian Society
of Probability and Statistics in 1981-82 and President, Indian
Society of Probability and Statistics in 1992-94.
Gauhati University, Assam conferred on him the title of

Professor Emeritus in 1987. He was awarded D.Sc. degree
(Honoris Causa) by Dibrugarh University, Assam in 1997, by
Central University, Tezpur, Assam in 2001 and by IIT, Guwahati
in 2014.
On many occasions Deuta "Medhi" acted as nominated member

and advisor for various bodies such as UGC, UPSC and other
Institutes and Departments under the Government of India.
Prof. Erol Gelenbe of Imperial college, London wrote:

"....We represent the distance of the packet to the destination by
a Brownian motion [Einstein 1926; Medhi 1991]......".

Citation of Prof. Medhi's name in the same bracket along with
Einstein indeed highlights Prof. Medhi's stature as a researcher
of highest caliber.
Apart from producing high level research papers, Deuta

wrote six books, five of which are in English and one in
his mother tongue Assamese. His last book 'Introduction to
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Queueing Systems and Applications' was published by New Age
International, UK in 2014 when he was completing his 90th years
of life! All the earlier four books written in English were widely
appreciated by many experts of the subject all over the world.
Prof. Medhi's first book Stochastic Processes published in 1982

jointly by John Wiley & Sons, New York and their subsidiary
Wiley Eastern Ltd., New Delhi, had been widely used as a
text book for graduate, postgraduate and research level courses
in a number of countries including USA, Britain, Canada etc.
following the appearance of its review in American Mathematical
Monthly, December 1982. In the said review Prof. Theodore A.
Vessey, an expert in Probability theory and Stochastic Processes
from USA wrote--

".......Of the dozen or more texts published in the last five years
aimed at the students with the background of first course of
probability and statistics but not yet to measure theory, this is
the clear choice. An extremely well organized, lucidly written
text with numerous problems, examples and references. The
emphasis is on Markov process with applications......."

With the fame and glory Prof. J. Medhi earned from the early
part of his academic life, he could have easily settled in any one
of the advanced countries of the world and earn more name and
fame for himself. But his rare patriotism and inner urge to do
something for the people of his motherland pulled him back to
Assam and India.
Deuta was a kind and decent man who never spoke ill of

anyone. In turn, he was respected and admired by virtually
everyone who knew him. Deuta was married to Ma (Mrs.
Prity Medhi) for 60 long years. He loved life and he inspired
curiosity and passion for learning among his students, family and
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friends. A lifelong learner, he valued education and his ideas
benefitted many school, colleges, universities and organizations
in India and beyond. He taught by example, and had a calm
and gentlemanly manner, always radiating a spirit of generosity
and humility. When I asked him near the end of his life if he
had any regrets, he said: "Today is the most interesting time to
be alive — I wish I had more time. I am counting my days". I
am so sad that I did not get to see Deuta for the last three years.
He donated his pair of eyes to Sankar Netralaya in Guwahati.
A 93 year old Deuta's eyes were used to give gift of sight to
another person. He is not with us anymore, but his legacy will
remain evergreen in the history of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) research in Assam and the North-
east. Deuta followed the rich Indian philosophy throughout
his life and so has attained a position which very few of his
contemporary Indians reached in the field of Mathematics and
Statistics.
My Salutations to this reverential teacher (Deuta was my

Professor of Statistics), who has enriched our lives by his
teaching, research and other academic works and who also
has set before us an example of uncommon patriotism and an
exemplary lifestyle of simple living and high thinking.

——
Shakuntala (Moonmoon) Choudhury is his eldest daughter.
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Deuta
–Niren Choudhury

I admit, I do not interact much with any of the family members
unless someone needs help. Because I leave the welfare of family
members in God's hand, so, I regularly pray for all closer to us.
That is one of the reasons, I get always a divine signal if someone
close to us get in trouble. That was the case with Deuta. After
I got a sense, next day evening Moonmoon told me that Deuta
was taken to the hospital. I had a feeling that this is his last
visit to hospital. However, I was confident that he will come
back home, get better and leave all of us in the best of his health
and happiness. So, when Bablu told me on 30th of January that
Deuta is getting better in hospital and will come home in a day
or so, I was sure that Deuta is on his last journey back home.
That is where I made the mistake. Therefore, for me it was an
untimely demise of Deuta.
Everyone has stated about his unparalleled contribution to the

world of Statistics as a devoted teacher, professor, and a relentless
researcher. Chanakya said that if a guru teaches even one letter to
any student, there is nothing in this world that can compensate
the value of that learning. In case of Deuta, even Chanakya
probably underestimated the value that Deuta provided to the
thousands of students continuously until the last day.
We all come to the earth to fulfil God's wishes. There is no

doubt that Deuta enjoyed a completely fulfilled life that very few
of us can imagine to achieve. So, in a way he went with his own
term to reach the happier place.
In spite of his inherent talent, he was also a practical person

and had sense of reality. His decision for life's daily matters
124



were equally profound. He could also sense anyone's pain and
the needs quickly. About a year ago, he wrote a few times about
his state of the mind. I suggested him to read religious books and
try to understand the life as offered to us by almighty. He started
to do that in addition to reading Gita what he did everyday.
Before our marriage Moonmoon (my wife) always used to

tell me the Deuta got his D.Sc. from La Sorbourne in Paris.
Obviously, she continued to remind me after marriage also. So,
one time I went to see the University. After going to math and
statistics department and talking to a few students, I realize how
brilliant, brave and accommodating Deuta had to be to study
there which is a completely foreign environment with no one
cares to speak anything other than French.
He was a role model as a father, brother, uncle, koka

(grandfather). Deuta was dedicated and devoted to family-
always thinking about the good of all extended family members
amidst his busy schedule of authoring new books and contributing
to research until the last moment.
Let us not mourn on his death. We all should be proud that

he was part of us, close to us, related to us and it is worth
celebrating his life until our own last breath. That is the only
way, we can send him to the ultimate place where he can be part
of Paramatma -- basically returning to one's own eternal place.

——
Niren Choudhury is his eldest son-in-law.
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15 Boulevard Jourdan
–Deepankar Medhi (Debu)

It was in May 2007. I was in Paris – my third trip there. I was
invited to serve as an external examiner for a doctoral defense at École
Nationale Supérieure des Telecommunications-Paris (ENST-Paris, now
known as Telecom ParisTech). I had another plan in my mind this
time: to go to 15 Boulevard Jourdan.

I heard this address from Deuta (my father) going back as long as
I can remember. This is where he stayed during his doctoral studies
at the University of Paris VI- Sorbonne in the 1950s. I heard him
use a few French expressions around our home such as, "Qu'est-ce
que c'est?", "Comment allez-vous", "Je ne sais pas", ("what is this?",
"how are you?", "I don't know"). So when I was growing up, Paris
was always a familiar name to me. I understood that Deuta really
enjoyed his time in Paris as a doctoral student.

So, this shiny morning in Paris, I left my hotel room with one
mission: to reach 15 Boulevard Jourdan.
Before Paris, Deuta spent a couple years in Manchester for his

master's degree in Statistics at the University of Manchester in
the early 1950s. He liked his time in Manchester too. Being a
football fan, he used to go to Manchester United football matches
with Dr. Rudra Goswami. Dr. Goswami (who was his senior
and later served as Principal at Guwahati Medical College) was
a huge football fan and often would ask Deuta if he wanted to
go with him to see matches. Deuta would tell us about seeing
Sir Stanley Mathews play in Manchester. That was the highlight
of his football days in Manchester. Years later, when I went on
a tour of Chelsea FC with my sons, there in the visitors' locker
room was a jersey of Sir Stanley's - saved only for a handful of
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famous footballers who played against Chelsea – so I took a
picture of the jersey and sent it to him.
At the University of Manchester, Deuta had the opportunity

to learn from the famous statistician, Maurice Stevenson Bartlett.
He co-authored a paper with Bartlett, his first scientific paper
that was published in Biometrica in 1955. It was also in Biometrica
where Deuta's first sole-authored paper appeared a year later.
Despite his time in Manchester, I somehow never connected to

Manchester the way I did with Paris from all my conversations
with him. It's not the aura of Paris that one thinks about
that fascinated me about Paris. For me at that age, I found
it fascinating that a man in his early thirties decided to learn
French and went there. To me, while he knew English from an
early age, the fact that he took this bold step to learn French and
then conduct research was really fascinating.
As we all know, Deuta did his undergraduate and master

degrees in Mathematics first. So, one day early on, I learned
from him how he got interested in statistics and probability. He
didn't know much about statistics and probability at that time.
On one occasion, Justice Holiram Deka, a family friend, told
him that there is a new area called Statistics, and why didn't he
study this area. So, as he told me, that was what he decided
to pursue after teaching for a few years at the newly found
Gauhati University. While I learned many tidbits about his stay
in Manchester, I don't recall every hearing the address of where
he stayed.

I looked at the Paris metro map to check out how to get to 15
Boulevard Jourdan. It seemed like it was only a couple of stops from
where I was staying. But first, I needed to walk about 10 minutes to
the metro station.
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At the Sorbonne, Robert Fortet, a well-known probabilist, was
his Ph.D. supervisor. Several years ago, I took the time to enter
Deuta's information in the Mathematics Genealogy project and
told him about it. This is where I connected him as one of
Fortet's students in this genealogy website. Then, I looked up
the Mathematics Genealogy tree a bit further. I found out that
Fortet's advisor was Maurice René Fréchet, who in turn did his
Ph.D. under Jacques Hadamard. I then realized that I actually
studied Hadamard's lemma many, many years ago — I didn't
realize this connection until that moment. Both Fréchet and
Hadamard were well-known mathematicians.
Deuta's first doctoral student was Tata Subba Rao. What is

perhaps most impressive is that Mr. Rao went from Gauhati
University straight to the University of Manchester to become a
faculty member, only recently retiring as a full professor. What
I learned from Deuta was that Maurice Priestley contacted him
about the time Rao completed his Ph.D. Mr. Priestley was a
contemporary of Deuta at the University of Manchester as they
studied together, who became a professor after completing his
Ph.D. there. He wanted to know know if Deuta had any student
with expertise in Time Series. Deuta said yes, pointing to Mr.
Rao. On Deuta's word, Priestley hired Mr. Rao. Certainly, Mr.
Priestley was not disappointed.
While our research areas are different, there are parts that

could be considered overlapping. I got acknowledged for the
work Deuta did from several international scholars. They would
say, "We thought you wrote the stochastic process book."
It is fair to say that the scholarly work done by Deuta

is well above my head. His books, however, were mostly
understandable to me. For an academic, your papers and books
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are like your children – it's hard to choose one being better
than the other. That said, I consider Deuta's 1975 paper on the
waiting time distribution for Bulk-queues to be a masterpiece,
a truly seminal work; it was published in the highly regarded
journal Management Science. Besides this, he published a series
of papers on Bulk queues. Arrivals that are processed in batches
fall into bulk queues, such as a bus leaving when a sufficient
number of passengers has boarded. It was a new area that
was not related to his doctoral work - he picked up this topic
sometime in the latter part of 1960, and he investigated various
aspects that spanned a quarter century; during this time, he also
trained a few of his doctoral students in this area.
When I was a teenager, a paper Deuta often talked to me about

was on a stochastic model for dry and wet days at the Guwahati
airport. He obtained the data from someone at the airport
and determined a model that could probabilistically capture the
pattern of dry and wet days. This work appeared in the Indian
Journal of Meteorology, Hydro and Geophysics.
Now coming to books, I consider his book on Stochastic

Processes, first published in 1982, to be a huge success as a
textbook. I've heard from so many people around the world who
learned stochastic processes from this book. Usually, this starts
with people recognizing the unusual last name and asking me
if I was related to him. He was extremely pleased with reviews
he received on this book. One time, when he was visiting me
in the US, I took him to Borders bookstore. There it was - in
the bookstands at the bookstore. I still remember the beaming
smile on his face. Actually, I already found out that Borders was
carrying the book at that time - so to surprise him, I just took
him there and casually walked to the science and technology
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book section where we discovered the book. His other leading
book Stochastic Models in Queueing Theory was also very well
received by academic researchers around the world; this was also
a highly successful textbook.

I got out at the Cité Universitaire stop, walked a few minutes to 15
Boulevard Jourdan - and there I was, standing in front of the building.
The morning sun was coming through the tree in front of the building.
The wall in front of the building wasn't too high and it was nice and
easy for me to sit down. I pondered there for a while - feeling as if
it was a place of pilgrimage for me. The metro ride felt really short,
although I came a long way to get to this particular place.
Deuta played football as a young child until he was about 10

years of age. I don't know if he played much football after that.
But his interest in sports, especially football, remained strong
over the years. Reportedly, the day I was born, Deuta went to see
a Bordoloi Trophy tournament football match at the Judge's field!
This was years later from when he saw Sir Stanley play. Most
recently, I was visiting Deuta in November 2016. I suggested that
he might want to go watch a football match of the North East
United Football Club. He was hesitant at first. At 92 years of
age, he wasn't sure if he had the energy to go to the match. My
friend Sanjeev nicely arranged a VIP parking pass that would
allow us to go all the way to the stadium. So,I told him that
it will be pretty easy - we can just watch for a short time and
leave; there was no reason to stay for the entire match. Perhaps,
because my younger son, Robby, i.e., his grandson and another
huge football fan was also with me in this visit, Deuta agreed to
go. So, my brother Bablu, my younger sister Rumjhum, Robby,
Deuta, and I went to the match – our aim was to only watch
until half time. He was in good spirits. He surprised us by
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walking up four levels. He really liked the flood-lit stadium and
the atmosphere. He was proudly telling me that this stadium
has been picked by FIFA for U17 international matches in 2017.
When the half time came, I asked Deuta if he was ready to go.
He thought for a minute and then said, "Maybe we can stay for
the beginning part of the second half." We ended up staying until
about the 70th minute of the match; for a lifetime soccer fan, this
was truly satisfying. For me, this was a memorable moment as
this was the first time in my life that he and I had been to a
football match together.
It was Deuta who told me to meet Dilip Datta when he was

visiting Guwahati in the summer of 1982, when I was home for
summer break from Delhi. Mr. Datta was one of Deuta's former
students who went on to become a professor of mathematics at
the University of Rhode Island, USA. Dilip-da, as I usually refer
to him, asked me about my research interests. Based on my
interests, he said that I should consider applying for the Ph.D.
program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. At the end of
summer, I went back to Delhi for the 2nd year of my M.Sc. degree
and went to the US Information Services' office where the printed
catalogs of all US universities are kept. I looked through the list
of faculty in the department of Mathematics, and recognized one,
whose book I studied in the first year of the M.Sc. program. I
went on to apply to the University of Wisconsin-Madison for the
doctoral program, and fortunately, got admitted.
The biggest lesson I learned from Deuta was not on mathematics.

One day, coming back from classes at Cotton College, I ridiculed
a teacher on his teaching. Deuta then looked at me and said,
"Look, how many from his community have gone on to finish
high school, let alone go to college? Against all odds, he went
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on to complete his M.Sc. and become a college teacher. He is a
pride to his community. Instead of appreciating how far he has
come from where he started, you are ridiculing him." This was
a life changing experience for me. From then on, I learned not
to ridicule a teacher.

After sitting on the wall reminiscing about his life, it was time for
me to go. I got up and asked a Frenchman who was walking by and
who happened to know English, "Could you take a picture of me in
front of this building?"

"Sure", he said.
"You know, my father lived in this building in the mid 1950s as a

student."
He replied, as he took my picture "That's interesting. My father

also lived in the next building at that time. Perhaps they met. Isn't it
interesting that we now meet some fifty year later?" I nodded.

He returned my camera. Each of us walked away to our next
destination.
Deuta played a "glorious innings," to use a cricket metaphor.

I tried my left-arm spin bowling, an unorthodox style for him,
rattling him on occasions. However, he steadied himself and
adjusted and adapted with his graceful style. Well played, Deuta,
well played. Then, I also got to see him play from every position
in the field. It was indeed glorious, and it was truly beautiful
– I had the best view in the world.

——
The writer is his eldest son.
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A Glimpse of My Father's Research: the
World of Stochastic Processes and

Queueing Systems
–Deepankar Medhi (2)

My father, Professor Jyotiprasad Medhi, conducted research
for half a century that falls broadly in the field of stochastic
processes. In other words, he wanted to understand mathematical
properties of randomness of events over time. For example,
consider the weather in a city for five days that we can either
label as dry or wet days with the following observations:

dry, wet, wet, dry, dry
The collection of these values is a stochastic process. The above
can be thought of as a function over time, where time is counted
in discrete units from 1 to 5. The state space refers to the values
of the stochastic process. In this case, the value can be either
dry or wet. Clearly, the state space is also discrete in this case,
taking just two values.
We can see that the state-time combinations can be one of

the following four possible casees: discrete-discrete (like the
above example), discrete-continuous, continuous-discrete, and
continuous-continuous.
A special case of a stochastic process is a Markov chain, which

falls into the discrete-discrete case. In the case of a Markov
chain, we assume that the probability of an event happening
at a particular time depends only on the previous time instant,
not on all previous time instances. For example, we assume
that the probability ("transition probability") that the 5th day
is dry is dependent only on what was the weather the day
before, not on all the previous four days. This property is
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known as the memory-less property and is commonly attributed
as the Markovian property. While this is certainly a simplifying
assumption, the beauty is that it is mathematically possible to
calculate the probability over multiple time-steps such as the
probability of the 5th day being dry given that that the third day
was wet.
From the transition probability, one can then calculate the

probability of whether a day is a dry or wet day when the process
is in a stationary or steady state. While one may think that for
the dry-wet day example, the probability would be fifty-fifty, the
answer is not so.
Compared to all his other published research papers, a

relatively simpler research paper my father published in 1976
(Medhi, 1976) was to understand the dry and wet day occurrence
at the Guwahati airport to determine if this followed a Markov
chain; in other words, how accurate is the Markovian property
for the dry-wet day pattern? I call this a simpler research because
it did not produce any new mathematical results; instead, it
questioned whether a known mathematical model was accurate
for this particular data. From the data he obtained for the pre-
monsoon period of 1967 to 1970, he found that the transition
probability of going from a dry day to the next day being dry
is about 78%; this means that the transition probability of going
from a dry day to a wet day is 22% (= 100 − 78) since there
are only two states, dry and wet. Similarly, he calculated the
transition probability of going from a wet day to a wet day to
be about 67%, which means that the transition probability of
going from a wet day to a dry day is 33%. He then calculated
that the steady state probability of a day being a dry day to be
60%; consequently, the steady state probability of a day being a
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wet day is 40%. He similarly studied the data for the monsoon
period of 1967-70 and the pre-monsoon and monsoon periods
of 1975. He divided the days into pre-monsoon and monsoon
periods since within each period, the stochastic process of dry-
wet days is presumably stationary or in steady state. Through a
series of mathematical analyses, he concluded that "there seems
to be good ground for assuming that" the wet or dry weather
condition of Guwahati follows a Markov chain model.
An additional special case of a Markov chain is a birth-and-

death process, especially studied when the time is continuous
while the state space is discrete. When the time is continuous,
then we look in the sense of infinitesimal time. That is, at a time
instant, what is the transition rate? Note that here the rate stands
for how the transition probability changes instantaneously. When
time is sliced so thinly, we can then assume that the transition
of the state value, from one time instant to the next, can either
go up by one higher than the current value ("birth"), by one
lower ("death"), or it remains at the same state. As the name
would suggest, this type of process was first applied to model
population births and deaths.
Another special case of a Markovian birth-and-death process

is where the transition rates are state independent and are fixed,
one rate for birth and another for death. In this case, the random
arrival ("birth") follows a Poisson process meaning that the inter-
arrival time follows a negative exponentially distribution, and
the random service time ("death") follows a negative exponential
distribution. An example of a Poisson process is the random
arrival of a customer at a bank teller, where the service time
refers to how long the teller requires to serve the customer, which
may vary depending on the time of the transaction. Thus, one
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may first wait in the queue before a teller becomes available,
and then the teller takes a certain amount of time to complete
the work. From the time the customer arrives to the time the
transaction is completed is referred to as the waiting time. In
addition, such systems are ordinarily called queueing systems.
An important fundamental research contribution that my father

made was on bulk-queues; that is, when the arrival follows a
Poisson process, but the arrival is not served until there are a
certain number of customers. In other words, the customers are
served in batches. For example, consider that a bus may not go
until there are a certain number of randomly arriving customers
filling up the bus, and the bus cannot take more than the number
of seats it has. My father derived the mathematical result on how
long a customer would wait in such a bulk-queueing system, or
the entire statistical distribution of the waiting time for such
random arrivals served in batches. He published this result in
a scientific paper in 1975 (Medhi, 1975). No one derived the
mathematical result of the entire waiting time distribution before
him. I consider this work to be a masterpiece, a truly seminal
work.
My father devoted over two decades of his research life to the

study of various aspects of bulk-queues and published many
papers, all with significant scientific contributions. He also
published a monograph in 1984 (Medhi, 1984). It may be noted
that there only two other books published to date around the
world on bulk queues— one before my father's book and the
other after— his is the only monograph ever published on bulk-
queues. When he started to work on this topical area in the
1970s, it was a nascent area. He was arguably one of the leading
authorities on bulk-queues in the world.
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XX

A Tribute to Dear and Beloved Deuta: Dr.
Jyotiprasad Medhi

–Alakanandaa Deka (Rumjhum / Xorumai)

Deuta, late Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi, a world renowned Statistician
and academician, will always remain fresh in my mind and heart.
I sit down to write about him on a train from Switzerland
to Paris, as Sasanka has official study tour in Paris, after
completing his Advanced Management Program in Bocconi
School of Management in Milano. Passing by the green Swiss
Alp by the train and soon arriving in Paris reminds me of Deuta
attaining his PhD degree in Probability form the University of
Paris way back in 1956.
Deuta, from a very tender age was fond of Mathematics. He

served Gauhati University as HoD and Professor of Statistics
Department, till his retirement in 1985. Deuta was appointed as
the Chairman of the State Selection Board, Government of Assam,
from 1985 to 1990. He was appointed as Vice-Chancellor in 1985,
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but did not want to extend because of his health conditions.
He was a visiting professor several times in USA, Canada, and
China. He frequently visited Delhi University, Indian Statistical
Institute, and other universities in India. He was also the director
of the Institute of Advanced Studies in Science and Technology,
Guwahati. He was conferred Doctorate Honoris Causa by
Tezpur University along with Dr. Bhupen Hazarika and Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and by the Indian Institute of Technology-
Guwahati. Deuta with his perseverance attained great heights as
an academician and as a statistician of international repute.
Deuta, though being a nonagenarian, was always well connected

with the world news from TV, reading newspapers, and surfing
the Internet.
I being the youngest of four siblings, Deuta dearly called me

'Xorumai' and my elder sister Moonmoon as 'Dangormai'. Deuta
was very caring and fond of me. When I was small and studied
in St. Mary's in Maligaon, he used to drop me off at the bus. He
used to take a walk to the Saraighat Bridge in early morning on
winter holidays. After passing out from St. Mary's in Guwahati,
and completing graduation from Cotton College, and M.Sc. in
Statistics from Delhi University, he advised me to do further
studies. Living in Duliajan with Pooja and Reet as little kids, I
then completed M.C.A. and M.Phil degrees.
Maa was very much behind Deuta's success. She took care of

of Deuta's health, food and never complained about anything.
She took care of all of us and prays for each and everyone of us.
I fondly remember Deuta and miss him from the core of my

heart, and expect to hear his voice on the mobile every morning
exchanging our morning greetings.
Bon voyage Deuta. May your soul rest in eternal peace. Do
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shower your blessings upon us.
——
The writer is his youngest daughter.

XX

BON VOYAGE
–Sasanka Pratim Deka

It was a clear November evening. The winter was slowly
settling down, nudging the autumn away. I was on a short
vacation to Guwahati from my posting amid the blue hills of
Arunachal Pradesh. A short while later, on my way to meet
a friend my neighbour Bhuyan Khura (Prof. Badya Bhuyan)
called me and introduced me to a gentleman. At first glance
itself, a perfect true blue gentleman. The famous proverb ''First
Impressions are the most lasting" stayed true with me forever
and will ever. The true blue blooded gentleman soon was to be
my father-in-law in real life.
The time & life whistled by us. Slowly & silently, the phrase

''in-law" amidst ''FATHER-IN-LAW" erased itself amongst us. On
the hindsight, i do realize that in each visit to my hometown,
i made a point to visit Silphukhuri, atleast once in a day to be
with Deuta. Yes, he was a academician well known all over the
world, but more than that to me he was a perfect human being.
A person to lean upon during good time/ bad times/ happier
days/ difficult days -- in each & every day. An avid listener with
a keen eye on farsightedness- whose words & advice you simply
could rely upon. An aura of pleasantry radiated from him at
all times. With due passage of time with Deuta, I realised the
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true meaning of the famous quote ''Almost everyone will make
a first good impression, but only a few will make a good lasting
impression."
Deuta was in step with the ever changing world of ours.

In fact, Deuta introduced me to the basics of Sir Bill Gates
Microsoft worlds. He was at par with the digital world, an
indication of his inquisitiveness and learning personality, the
hallmark of greatness. Another truly admirable character was his
independence, reluctant to be dependent on others. He stayed
that way till his end.
The other day i was with Babloo at Sukleswar Deyalaya for

the Tiloni ceremony. The offerings were being taken away by the
swirling waters towards the distance horizon, as if the mighty
red rivers was saluting the true greatness of a mortal man --- to
be a twinkle little star on the vast blue sky above us . On clear
moonlit nights, the twinkle little bright star shall be assuring us
''I just got a place for you in my heart, just not my life".
Stay safe wherever you are, you taught us the very basics of

life: Life is the greatest journey that we will ever be on, never
to give up. There is no such thigh as an ending, just a new
beginning. Bon voyage for your new beginning beyond us.

——
Sasanka Pratim Deka is his son-in-law.
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Our eldest brother: J. Medhi
–H.P. Medhi

It is obviously a very difficult task to write about a man, a
giant scholar with great personality yet with a charming nature.
He was the eldest amongst our nine brothers and sisters. To all
of us he was a loving and caring eldest brother. We called him
Dada.
During my primary school days' time, he was almost away

from us as he was pursuing college education in Cotton College,
Guwahati. I distinctly remember him during his study period in
Kolkata for his M.Sc. course. At that time I was in lower classes
in high school. He used to come home during vacations and
stayed with us. We the younger brothers and sisters (barring
our eldest sister who was studying in Handique Girls' College,
Guwahati) used to pester him from morning till night. He used
to keep his books, papers, pen, wrist-watch, etc. on the table by
the side of his bed. He used to take stock of all things regarding
our studies and taught us matters of our studies which were
not clear to us particularly of mathematics subject. Once I was
leafing through a book (which I found on the table) titled 'Time
Table, Assam Bengal Railways' and asked him what the book
was about. He immediately explained to me and taught me how
to read the book. So, I could read and understand Railway Time
Tables from my class IV/V level.
After completing his M.Sc. he joined Cotton College in Gauhati

(1948) as lecturer for a short stint. In 1949, he joined the newly
established Gauhati University. And in 1952 he left for U.K. for
higher studies.
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During this period our father insisted him to appear for IAS
examinations which he very much detested, determined only
to remain in teaching line and research works. Reluctantly he
prepared to appear for IAS exam. He escaped from appearing in
the exam since he suffered from Typhoid just before the exam.
He did not have to appear again since his age limit was already
over.
When I was in class IX, I remember the occasion of his leaving

for Manchester U.K. (in Sept, 1952) for higher studies in statistics
which was then almost a new developing subject.
He did not even have statistics as one of the additional subject

in his Mathematics (Hons) course since Cotton College did not
have, till then, the subject in degree level. At that time only
Calcutta University and one or two other universities in India
had Statistics as a subject in degree level and subsequently in
postgraduates levels.
He went to Manchester (UK) from Bombay by a French

sealiner S.S. Maloja. It took 17 days to reach Southhampton
Port (UK) from Bombay. Along with him some other stalwarts
of the academic arena of Assam also left for London and other
universities of UK by the same ship and by the same voyage.
They are/were: i) Dr. Bhumidhar Choudhury, ii) Late Dr.
Arunmoni Choudhury (who was the wife of the former ), iii) Late
Hari Prasanna Das, and iv) Late Dr. Narahari Das. All of them
were erstwhile Professors in Physics, Chemistry, Geography, and
Botany departments, respectively, of Gauhati University.
Before leaving abroad for higher studies, he purchased a set of

Children's Encyclopaedia for us. These were simply marvelous. We
all were profusely benefited by these books. In my later years,
in 1970's I purchased a set of 32 volumes Encyclopaedia Britanica,
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which do not interest me as much as those by the Childern's
Encyclopaedia did.
It is not that this scholarly man was a serious person devoid of

any wit, humour and interests in other matters. He was a bright
man with interests in music, sports, cinema, reading books etc.
He was a nice convernsationist. He could speak on anything
and everything from pin to caterpillar. He used to listen to
songs in Assamese, Bengali, Hindi, English, French languages.
He likes Rabindra Sangeet very much. He enjoyed listening
western classical music of Beethoven, Mozart etc. When he was
in Calcutta, he used to enjoy the 'A' division Football League
matches of Mohun Bagan, East Bengal etc. And in U.K. he also
enjoyed in a 'A' division football matched. Since he was in
Manchester, he became a big fan of Manchester United team. He
enjoyed English Football League matches (in TV) till recently.
Manis, his grandson (son of his younger son Bablu) till recently

was his companion for watching the games. Manis (who has very
recently left for USA for higher studies) used to get him up at
midnight -- ''Grandpa, please get up; the game is going to start"
-- for games of Manchester United.
Amongst his closest friends, two persons need special mention.

One was Late Suren Medhi, who was a Professor of Physics in
Assam Engineering College and is a famous literateur by the
pseudo-name' Saurav Kumar Chaliha' and the other was Late
Dr. Hari Prasanna Das who was Professor and Head of the
Department of Geography of Gauhati University. Suren Medhi
was few years junior to J. Medhi and he was our maternal
uncle also. But he became like a friend to J. Medhi. His talent,
sharpness and vibes matched very well with Medhi. Dr. Das, on
the other hand, was J. Medhi's friend from college/ university
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days and remained very close till his death. Dr. Das also became
our close relative by marrying a maternal aunty.
It is hard to narrate his qualities and deeds in toto. He

was on the whole a strict disciplinarian and hard working
man with dedication. He remained physically fit and mentally
alert up to his 93 years though he was a diabetic from the
young age of 32/33 years by sheer discipline in food habits,
timings, exercise (by walking). Till last November/December he
worked for the 4th Edition of his book Stochastic Processes (first
published in 1985 by Wiley & Sons, USA) for some revision
and addition works. The new edition has come out in January,
2017. He had the opportunity of having glimpse of the new
edition just 2/3 days before his death on 3rd February, 2017.
The publisher New Age International has mentioned about the
book as follows: ''It is expected to suit as a text for advanced
undergraduate, post-graduate and research level courses in
Applied Mathematics, Statistics, Operations Research, Computer
Science, different branches of engineering, Tele Communications,
Business and Management, Economics, Life Sciences and so on".
I intend to stop here but before that I want to add the following

few lines. J. Medhi after completing his higher studies abroad
came back home only to serve his own country and state though
he could have got himself well employed and settled in any
countries in U.K., France, U.S.A etc. He served our own state and
made Gauhati University a famous seat of learning of Statistics
in India as well as the world.

——
H.P. Medhi is middlemost of his five brothers.
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Dada ---The father figure
–Madhobi Medhi

I first met Dr. Jyoti Medhi in my teens in Patna. He had
visited our home in Patna with Late Suren Das, my Maha. Maha
happened to be the maternal uncle of his wife. He was tall, fair
and very dignified.
Some years later I was married to his third brother and he

became my eldest brother-in-law. Dada was dada to the whole
family because he was the eldest of nine children. When I joined
the family, I noticed that Dada was adored by the whole extended
family. He was respected, reverend and held in high esteem by
one and all. The reasons being many. He was a very good
student, very intelligent. He was the eldest grandson of Late
Kaliram Medhi. He was serious. He shared his responsibility
with his parents of running the large family. He guided his
eight brothers and sisters in their studies, and in return he was
their idol. He was also a strict disciplinarian. His wife Preeti
(Mira Baideu) was the other side of the coin. Mira Baideu is the
eldest daughter-in-law, but she was and is still the most bubbly,
fun loving person going. She was 'Bou' who looked after the
large family of in-laws as a loving mother. She would often
protect them from getting scolding's from Dada in their student
days.
Dada was the scholar, always immersed in books, writing

books on statistics and mathematics while Mira Baideu was
the home-maker. She ran his home. She never disturbed him.
She looked after her four children, showered them all her love,
made them all fun loving. Dada was always there for them
for guidance and tutelage. Dada became a great scholar, teacher,
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professor because of the hundred percent support of Mira Baideu.
No one can deny this fact.
Dada used to give importance to very small things. I was

surprised by it. Once I was travelling by car with him from
Dibrugarh to Guwahati. The children were still small then. So
we had to stop in Inspection Bunglows for them, for nature's
call. He handed me a piece of soap so that children could wash
their hands. After returning to the car after each stop he would
ask me ''Have you brought the soap." I understood later, that we
must give importance to small things, then the big ones will take
care of itself. This was a great lesson for me in life. I am sure
everyone who has come into contact with him must have had
some experiences.
Dada was known by his close relatives as Bhagawati dada or

Bhagin. There was a very intimate relationship with his mother,
Kadambari Medhi. Ma's favorite was Dada and everyone of us
accepted it as natural. There was a special spoon for Dada that
Ma would take out when he visited Dibrugarh. As soon as he
left, the spoon went back into her cupboard. These little things
show you the attachment of mother and son.
Just as Dada worked hard throughout life, similarly his four

children are shining in their own field. Let us pray they fulfill
their dreams. Mira Baideu has grown up with Dada. They had
completed their 60 years of marriage. She is a very intellectual
person. She knows how to bear her loss. Now, she has to guide
the whole family.
Dada, you have enjoyed a long life. I hope and pray that

you are enjoying and still studying in the next life. We cannot
imagine you without your books. Rest in peace, Amen.

——
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Madhobi Medhi is his sister-in-law, who is married to H.P.
Medhi.

XX

Dada
–Probodh Chandra Medhi (Bhutu)

Our most respected and beloved eldest brother (fatherly 'Dada')
Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi has left for his heavenly abode after living
an honest, dedicated and fruitful life of above 92 years in midst
of us in the nursing home where he was hospitalized, leaving
behind his most devoted and loving wife Mirabou and four
brilliant and capable children : Moon Moon, Debu, Bablu and
Rumjhum and their respective families. Also, we the four (out
of eight) other living siblings have been left orphaned again.
It seems that, our Dada has contributed immensely in his own

field of education and other related spheres of works during his
lifetime ; but herein under, I would like to mention about the
care taken and guidance given by him for the proper upbringing
of his other eight siblings under the direction of our parents
during their lifetime and solely after their death in 1976 (father)
and 1997 (mother) -- and for taking this liberty, I may kindly be
excused.
Dada was the chief architect for 'Career Planning' of all

his seven younger (except our oldest sister late Nilimabaideo,
who got married in the year 1948 when she was doing her
B.A. at Handique Girls' College, Guwahati) in choosing their
respective and separate careers (geologist, lawyer, college lecturer
in assamese, engineer, chartered accountant, doctor and college
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lecturer in physics) according to their interests and abilities.
After finishing his four plus years of higher studies in UK
& France, he came back to Assam in the year 1956 (ignoring
lucrative job prospects in foreign countries) only to assist and
help our parents to look after the studies of his other siblings
here. In my case, at that time I was about to appear in my
matriculation examination at Dibrugarh ; and he suggested to
me to take college education in 'Commerce Stream' with a view
to being a chartered accountant, saying that in UK a few of his
student friends from Bengal switched over to CA course under
the Institute of CAs of England & Wales, whom he used to help
in mathematics s and statistics; and they earnestly advised him to
take that course assuring that he would easily be able to succeed
in the complicated CA course there.
Despites, his devotion to pure mathematics and statistics, he

was otherwise very interested in reading newpapers and books
(mostly non-fiction). Whenever he returned home from Calcutta
on vacations, he used to bring for the younger siblings numerous
useful books (authored by Jules Verne, Rudward Kipling etc. and
other Bengali writers - particularly Robindra Nath Thakur etc. for
our mother and sisters); and Nauda and Poluda started a library
by the name 'Jyoti Home Library' -- the benefit of which we
smaller siblings (Akonibaideo, Tutuda, myself, Bhaiti & Bhanti
) also utilized later. After his return from Europe, he gifted us
all the volumes of Children's Encyclopedia. When I was studying
at Gauhati University for both under-graduate & post-graduate
in commerce stream (1958 - 63) residing at Dada's university
campus house (so did Nauda, Poluda, Akonibaideo & Bhanti
during their post graduate studies at Gauhati University - under
the loving care of Mirabou and also enjoying nice company of
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their a little children), I was advised by Dada to read Glimpses of
World History by Pandit J. Nehru and 100 Great Lives edited by
John Canning (kept at his book-shelf)---these books I still enjoy
reading.
Dada loved playing foot-ball during his early school days at

Dibrugarh, but due to pressure of studies as well as of the advice
of our father, he had to discontinue the said pastime. However,
he never missed watching foot-ball matches in Calcutta during
his studies there; and told my other elder brothers about the
brilliance of Sarat Das and T. Aao (both from Assam playing
for Mohun Bagan at that time - later Dr. T. Aao captained the
bare-footed Indian Football team at the 1948 Olympic Games at
London). Also, we have heard him telling about never missing
the wizardly performance of great Stanley Mathews (Liverpool &
England, who was in 1965 being the first person to be knighted
under sports category by the British Crown) at Old Trafford,
Manchester during his studies there - in one occasion he even
invited late Dr. H.P. Das and late S.N. Medhi (Sourav K. Chaliha -
- both studying in other UK cities at that time) to enjoy football at
the said venue. Our two elder brothers mentioned above were
very much excited about football in UK, reading his monthly
letters to them; and they were eagerly awaited to look into
the 'sports page' of The Hindustan Standard (Calcutta) every day
(during that time direct flights from Calcutta to Dibrugarh were
available) to get the news of English Premier League particularly;
and from their discussions, we heard about the names of all the
22 contesting teams (mainly in respect of Manchester United team
- we all being fans of it) in our early life. Dada continued to
enjoy watching football in TV with his grandson Manis till he
left for the USA recently for further study; he also watched a live
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IPL football match involving North East United Football Team
at Sarusajai Stadium with his elder son Debu and others, when
Debu visited Guwahati a few months back.
Dada has also taught us to behave properly with all --

particularly with domestic helpers -- as he did throughout his
life. Also, the principle of 'honesty is the best policy' was his
motto - which all his brothers and sisters and own children has
followed. He also took particular care to educate his children
in every possible way; I have particularly liked his action in
encouraging Debu and Moon Moon to learn Sanskrit (withdrawn
from school syllabus at their time ) by engaging a Sanskrit Pandit
for their teaching at home.
Our Dada also immensely loved, honoured as well as worshiped

his parents; and to commemorate their memory as per his wish,
all the family members co-operated and contributed handsomely
for the upliftment of higher education in Ramdia (our ancestral
village) by establishing a Degree College in the year 1992; and
also a RCC Sabha Griha / Prekhagriha attached to Kristi Sakha
of Khalihamari Namghar at Dibrugarh in 2014.
Lastly, I would like to thank and bless Bablu as well as Lon

(who decided to came back to India leaving his suitable foreign
assignment as his elder brother Debu has settled in USA ) for
taking proper and due care of Dada in the fag end of his life, as
desired by both of them.

OM SHANTI
——
Probodh Chandra Medhi is his second youngest brother.

150



Remembering Dada
–Anjana Borkakati

Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi was the eldest son of Late Binandi
Chandra Medhi and Late Kadambari Medhi and I am the
youngest of our nine siblings. Dada was the pivot of our family.
My mother was hardly fifteen when he was born. Dada was
her emotional help in all matters. For us, 'দাদাই েবয়া পাব' was the
ultimate saying although he never scolded anyone in his life.
He was the perfect son to my parents and ideal brother to his
brothers and sisters. I only know him as a grown up after his
return from Europe. My first memory of him were his letters
in neat handwriting about life abroad in the early fifties. His
descriptions of Oxford and Cambridge, the Cathedrals of France,
Champs Elysees and various other places are still vivid in my
memory, even though, I saw them later. His thirst of knowledge
also imbibed similar thoughts in all of us, of course, not to his
standard.
The best thing I remember is that he introduced me to the

world of books. When he returned from Europe after his studies,
he brought me two books, Fairly Tales by Hans Anderson and
Heidi by Johanna Spyri. He always gave me books, introducing
new subjects from time to time. About 5 years back, we
were discussing about our country and he told me to read
Ramachandra Guha's India after Gandhi. Last year, when my
Brazilian daughter-in-law wanted to learn about India, he told
me to get her a copy of Arthur Basham's book. While he was in
the hospital, I told him that I am reading Wendy Doniger's The
Hindus and he said that he would like to read it when he gets
well.
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He always strived for perfections. He was happy when
somebody did something good. He was soft spoken and
kind without being obvious. His time management skill and
punctuality are something I admire and try to emulate. He once
told me not believe anything unless it is in writing. It is a wonder
how many people he has encouraged and inspired in his lifetime.
I will always remember him fondly and with reverence. May his
soul rest in peace and may he have lots of books to read.

——
The author is Medhi's youngest sister.

XX

A Tribute to A Great Scholar and A
Humble Soul...Bhagin Da...

–Ruchira (Bubu) Neog

It was maybe a year ago, that I was speaking with my maternal
cousin,(mother's elder sister's son) the late Dr. Jyoti Medhi to
the world, the gentle Bhagin Da to us...and I remember being so
amused as well as awe struck as he discussed the intricacies of
Google mail with me... now who would expect a nonagenarian to
be discussing Google mail and Gmail chat with just that twinkle
in the eye and so much aplomb...
But that was quintessentially Bhagin Da as I knew him and

would like to remember him always...alert, witty, keeping up
with the latest technology, but above all a wise and kind hearted
human being.
Having been born and brought up in a steel township where

my father served, and away from my large family of aunts,
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uncles, cousins and grand parents, I never really got to know
my extended family till the late 70s when my father retired and
returned to Assam, but as a child and even as a college going
student and later as a career woman, I have very fond and
cherished memories of Bhagin da, from his visits to Burnpur
where we lived with my parents and during his visits to our
home in Guwahati, later.
As a young academician, Bhagin Da visited us at Burnpur

and I remember that he would have animated discussions with
my father in regard to his work and with my mother about
the heritage of Tagore, of her college days at Scottish Church
in Calcutta. I remember my mother telling me how Bhagin Da
went to the Sorbonne and delivered his lectures to the students
there in French. But that was how he was, perfect in all that he
did.
To us he was Bhagin Da, a name that we took in awe and

respect because of the stature of his academic profile and also
because as a person, he earned respect naturally. What had
always amused me was the way in which Bhagin Da got along
with his aunts...my mother and her sisters!
At social gatherings where the huge Medhi family would be

present in all their numbers, and would be congregated in groups
generally catching up with each other, Bhagin da would be seen
in one corner seated with his aunts, chatting with them, teasing
them and generally bonding with all of them. I have rarely
seen such a strong bond between a nephew and his aunts. My
mother related to me many incidents about the relationship that
she shared with Bhagin Da, and as a child and even much later
I loved listening to the stories.
Ma would often tell me how Bhagin Da would come to check

153



on his aunts in between Classes, whilst they were studying at
Cotton College. He would even tease them about how much
pocket money they were carrying and what feast they could
expect from the day's pocket money.
My late grand parents home in Panbazar was the place where

all the children, nieces and nephews and grandchildren of Late
Kaliram Medhi would gather and it was on the upper verandah
of the old ancestral house that Bhagin Da would sit with my
mother while she guided him with English poetry. He in turn
would help her with Mathematics.
There are many more interesting anecdotes that my mother

would often share with me about Bhagin Da. Incidences of his
kindness and his empathy with students who showed academic
promise and may not be financially strong always earned his
support and encouragement to pursue their studies. He was
also an arbitrator in many a conflict of interests amongst family
members!
A few years back when I had visited USA on official work,

I had spent time with Moonmoon Ba at her home and as we
got talking on our family lineage, heritage and its background
steeped in the academic, bureaucratic,political and social history
of the state, we decided to jointly write a book on the Medhi
Family Tree. It was and still is a venture in the pipeline, but
something that we are keen to do. And for this we received a
lot of encouragement from Bhagin Da.
Bhagin Da was one of those rare personalities who showed

interest in another's scope of work, in different aspects of work,
in fact. He was one of the country's most respected and admired
scholars and though his line of study and work was so different
from many others and largely academic in nature, he always
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wanted to know, to learn about other fields of work and study.
My work in the voluntary sector drew his attention and I admired
the fact that his interest was always genuine and he had the knack
of asking all the right questions.
In fact once I happened to be sharing an important Global

survey report with Moonmoon Ba once, and Bhagin Da also went
through the report and asked me alot of pertinent questions in
regard to the same.
Kindness, moral integrity, intelligence and a sharpness of wit

and intellect were the facets of this simple, unassuming gentle
soul...sterling qualities that made him stand out from the rest,
and made him a symbol of respect for everyone who came into
contact with him.
I take this opportunity to pay my most humble respects to

Bhagin Da, a good man, a greater soul...Rest In Peace...
——
Ruchira (Bubu) Neog is his cousin though his maternal aunt.

XX

Remembering Bordeuta with love
–Baishalee Das (Maina)

Just as I was getting ready for the day, I received the sad news.
Choked with emotions, my thoughts raced back to my last visit
to Guwahati in July 2015, when I spent some time with Bordeuta.
As I stepped into his house, he hugged me tight and kissed me
on my forehead like he always does. Our conversations flowed
as we met after a few years. Seeing him in good health and in
good spirits at 91 years young made me happy. I was confident
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that I would see him again on my next visit, but no, God had
other plans for him.
Growing up, I remember Aita often narrating anecdotes of

Bordeuta's early life. He was a studious child from the very
beginning. It seems he had to be told to take short breaks from
his study routine during his matric examination preparation. His
love for mathematics was no surprise as he inherited it from
his father, late Binondi Chandra Medhi and grandfather, late
Pandit Kaliram Medhi. Bordeuta's stellar academic achievements
in India and abroad brought immense joy and pride to the family.
During his teaching career, he made significant contribution to
the field of Statistics. His books on Queueing Theory are widely
used around the world. As a child, I was always amazed to see
how Bordeuta would spend hours in his study. Later I realized
that his passion and love for learning was beyond compare.
He was a lifelong learner, adapting himself well with the ever
changing technology of modern times. I still remember the first
email I received from him years back. I was thrilled. He always
wanted to know how my children were doing in school. When
Priyam graduated from high school and started college, Bordeuta
wrote a beautiful message to me. It meant the world to me.
In May 2010, we had a memorable time together at Gargee's
wedding in New Jersey. It was a joy to watch Bordeuta enjoy
his granddaughter's wedding.
Bordeuta, being the eldest of nine children, was like a father

offering life and career advice to his younger siblings. His
brothers and sisters stayed with him and Borma at their Jalukbari
residence while attending Gauhati University. Our loving Borma
took great care and made everyone feel at home. As children, we
all enjoyed taking a peek at Bordeuta's study room---we would
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remain quiet the moment we entered. Many of my fondest
childhood days were spent with Bordeuta and his family at their
Jalukbari residence.
No words can describe the loss we all have to endure. His

demise has created a void in the family and in the academic
world. His exemplary life and works made him a world
renowned statistician and will inspire future generations to come.
Here's to the noble man who lived his life, inspired us all, and

left a legacy behind.
——
Maina is his niece through his immediate younger brother.

XX

Bordeuta
–Jnanankar Medhi (Picklu)

It was about a couple of months back when I visited Bordeuta
in his Silpukhuri residence for anniversary celebration gathering,
and as it is my habit that whenever I meet him I would sit
next to him for some quiet conversation. Knowing that he was
a bit low on the health aspect, I asked him something, which
would give him more pleasure than despair. I asked him --- ''So
Bordeuta, what are you currently working on?" And he replied
that he was working on the 4th edition of one of his textbooks.
Yes, at 92 plus years, he was still working productively and we
talked for next 10-15 minutes about his work. His only regret was
that he could not work as before but he seems to have accepted
that when he said now he's in ''maintenance phase." Like always
he never failed to enquire about my work and whether I had
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taken up any new research. I just realised that I haven't written
anything recently and ironically his maintenance phase was more
productive than our active phase.
Flashback to the mid eighties ... it was customary to visit

Bordeuta after the school annual exams and then talk how about
how I fared and what could have been. He would listen patiently
and enquire about my marks (before grades became fashionable)
and would make some observations. After that he would quietly
get up and go to his room and bring back a ''Bic" pen as a gift.
And this was something I always looked forward to at each visit.
He opened me to the world outside though the SPAN magazines,
which he subscribed to and I read from cover to cover while
visiting him and then we would pick up some article from the
current issue and talk more about it. Once, during one of those
customary post exam visits, he went inside his room and did
not come out for a long time. I was wondering why--- Has he
misplaced his stock of Bic pens? --- but I was wrong; he came
out with a filled up subscription form of SPAN and got me a
year's subscription of the magazine. Guess I must have done
well and Bordeuta decided to reward me with that. That was
priceless.
After joining medical school and then with post-graduation

training, the visits became less frequent, but whenever we met,
either as home visits or in social gatherings, I would get me those
5-10 minutes of quality time with him by sitting next to him. I
would ask about his work and he would ask about mine---still
remember Bordeuta showing me his newly published text books
whenever I visited him. During my med school days, we talked
about diabetic retinopathy, recent advances in Ophthalmology
and he was excited about the retinal implants. Such was his thirst
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for knowledge, he kept abreast with all the recent happenings
around the world.
One thing that struck me most was his calm and composed

nature wherever and whenever I met him--- whether its at
home or in public functions, in hospital or amidst celebrations,
he remained the same--- such was his power over self that
circumstances never got better of him. I am still trying to
learn that and I have a long way to go. Another aspect is
his modest and unassuming nature---an international scholar of
such repute and no one would ever realise. Despite all successes
and numerous invitations from Universities across the globe, and
possibly lucrative job offers that he chose to remain and work in
his state and maintain a wonderful family life, ably supported by
Borma, speaks highly of him in his approach to life. He inspired
an entire family and possibly more. He will be sorely missed in
the years to come and forever. Bordeuta -- Keep inspiring and
blessing us.

——
The writer is his nephew through his immediate younger brother.

XX

''Dangar" Bordeta
–Avantika Medhi Das (Pansy)

''Dangar" Bordeta, as I have always called him, was the long
standing doyen of the Medhi family and even as a little child I
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could always sense his position as the patriarch of our family by
the kind of awe, adoration and reverence even my dear departed
Aita had for her eldest son Late Prof. J.P. Medhi. I still carry early
memories of my otherwise immutable and equable Aita getting
into a frenzy of excitement at the prospect of one of Bordeta's
routine visits to Dibrugarh which was followed by much ado
in preparation and anticipation simultaneously accompanied by
elation in her heart and buoyancy in her spirits that was palpable
to one and all.
In fact, one of my earliest understanding was that my gentle

Aita who was always fair and just in her dealings couldn't help
but be just a tad little predisposed towards Bordeta's elegant and
winsome ways. Indeed, my Deta himself is an ardent fan of
Bordeta and hero worshipped him always.
Aita always extolled Dangar Bordeta's academic excellence and

constantly urged each one of us, her grandchildren, to follow in
his footsteps. Maths, of course, was the top subject on Aita's list
as it was Bordeta's pet subject. I learnt early on that to remain
in Aita's good books one seemingly had to follow in Bordeta's
path and excel in Maths which my Aita thought I did and for
this I was exempted from all irksome errands and minor chores
in which she occasionally engaged my sister and cousins.
Bordeta, the ultimate scholar who was always content with

his books, was an unworldly person, god gifted with his innate
intelligence, his simplicity, soft spoken nature and an inclusive
heart. He coached me in statistics when I was studying in Cotton
College and I was always impressed by his calm nature, his
goodwill towards his extended family, his zeal for knowledge
and his enjoyment of western instrumental music (we listened
to a lot of Kenny G's music while practicing my sums even
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though Bordeta didn't like his hairstyle). During those days
I used to visit Silpukhuri two to three times a week from my
hostel in Dighalipukhuri and each time he would receive me with
a twinkle on his eyes and give me the up and down rickshaw
fare with a little extra and Borma would replenish me with a
variety of goodies from her kitchen. Sometimes, even though I
was in no mood for statistics, I would still go for those sessions
just for Borma's sweet treats and the extra pocket money from
Bordeta! The flip side was that my Statistics professors expected
me to conjure something extraordinary in class just because I had
the privilege of being personally coached by the writer of our
text book!
''Dangar Bordeta" --- your departure will leave a void in our

family but you will always live on in our hearts. Whenever I
think of you, I'll see you sitting on your chair in the balcony
enjoying the morning sun or on your desk engrossed in your
studies. Keep shining where ever you are Bordeta --- your
inspiration and goodwill will live on in all those whom you
have touched with your benign charisma.

——
She is his niece through his second youngest brother.

XX

Dangar Mama
–Dhritiman Borkakoti

My earliest memory of Dangar Mama is a vague one.
Sometime early in my life we had a tall visitor to our house
in Dibrugarh. I probably had just started school, so to my eyes
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time he registered as an evanescent spirit. Since then, through
visits to Guwahati, through stories from everyone else, I came to
know a little more about him.
One of the stories that I heard was from when he was in

his forties. On a trip to Dibrugarh, he had a heart attack. He
was taken by road to Guwahati where he recovered. I find
it remarkable that after the health scare he lived a long and
productive life. That is probably due to effort of everyone around
him, and due to Mama's own self control and diligence. I wonder
whether I would be able to live a life of similar discipline through
decades, avoiding temptations at the table, a life of moderation.
Years of living a careful, measured life. I wish I could replicate
his example of living a careful and measured life.
When he was about seventy, I spent a part of a vacation in

Guwahati at the Silpukhuri house. I do not remember why
I was staying there, but I remember that in the evenings, we
would walk down to dighali pukhuri. During that vacation,
to keep me engaged he found a book for me to work through
– something that was not covered in our schools, thus fresh,
and also something that was not impossibly difficult for me. It
was perfect thing to keep me busy. He always encouraged my
love of mathematics. A couple of times he found out about
mathematics camps being organized around Guwahati, and he
got the organizers to let me attend the camps.
While I was in college, I once got into a discussion with

someone else on a minor point of descriptive statistics. Now,
when I think back, it is not something that would have had a
material impact on whatever we were trying to do, but at that
moment it felt important. And so, I called him and asked for
his opinion. He took his time, and eventually said that it was a
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question of definition, and that either approach would be fine,
as long as we were consistent.
When he asked something, it was never just polite enquiry.

He listened with patience, giving his attention. There have been
occasions where he thought I was perhaps not making the right
choice, and even then he tried to understand my point of view.
Among the many things he did well, he listened well. One of
his characteristics that I would like to emulate would be this – to
listen without trying to force my opinions on the person I am
talking to.
A few years after college, I went through a period of being

uninterested with my career. I left my job, and for a while I
worked as an independent consultant, something that gave me
some measure of independence without being tied to a job. I
enjoyed the freedom that this gave me. When I met Mama, as
usual he asked me what I was doing. So, I said something about
what I was doing and how I was enjoying it. After hearing me
out, he asked me to consider something else.
Since I don't remember his exact words, nor can I phrase it

as carefully as Mama did, I will just try to summarize what I
remember. He asked to consider our country and society, unequal
and still growing, and to consider what the country and society
needs. And then, he said, everyone should consider it their duty
to help the society at large. This duty starts with doing what
one is capable of doing. While he didn't express it as such,
he probably believed that to get an education, to learn how to
do something that is useful, and to then decide not to use that
knowledge was wrong.

——
He is his nephew through his youngest sister.
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Shraddhanjali
–Pallavi Barooah

Dangar Borta -- the stalwart, an iconic figure with an
international persona, a renowned scholar and more importantly,
and a great human being.
Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi is an example of simple living and very

very high thinking. One can get inspiration from Borta's life---
a disciplinarian respecting `time' and `mother nature,' which can
be the ultimate key to success. Borta was an extraordinary and
a brilliant student and had a glorious professional life. In spite
of being successful with fame, honour, respect and recognition,
he led a very simple life. His simplicity is his signature; a trait
which can rarely be seen in today's ``eminent" people. It might
be because Borta was a gift of God, a genuine and a natural
talent. Despite having such an exceptionally incredible record, I
never saw the slightest hint of arrogance and ego in his face or
in his behavior. It is really amazing to see that at an age of 93
years, he was always punctual in his day to day schedule.
Dr. Jyotiprasad Medhi was and will always continue to be an

idol for all of us. He is an inspiration to the entire family and
the guiding and bonding force behind all of us. I can remember
Deuta (late Shyama Prasad Medhi) having the highest respect for
Borta and always spoke of him with pride.
I shall never forget Borta's charming smile, the warm welcome

and his hugs whenever I visited him. He would always take
out time from his busy schedule to come and meet us. I will
always cherish the good times we spent together with Borta
and Borma. Just two months back on 24th November, 2016,
I, along with my husband (Baijoyonta) and daughter Reem
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(Aaradhya) visited their Silpukhuri residence for a family get-
together, where we later came to know it was Borta and Borma's
60th marriage anniversary. We had a great time with everyone
and I am grateful to Bablu da and Lon bou who organized such
a wonderful evening. But I never realized that it was my last
meeting with `Borta.' A humble and a great soul lost forever.
It is a difficult phase for all of us as only a few days back

we lost our beloved brother Jitu da (Dr. Prashanta Kumar Dutta)
and now Borta is no more amongst us.
Borta's memories will always live with us and inspire us in

days to come. May his departed soul rest in eternal peace. We
will always miss you Dangar Borta.

——
Pallavi Barooah is his niece through his brother Shyama Parasad
Medhi.

XX

My Koka
–Namrata Gargee Jain

I have been blessed to have known my grandfather, JP Medhi,
for all 35 years of my life---his home in Jalukbari was my first
home. He was an integral part of my early childhood and
growth---from seeing my first foot steps in India to walking me
down the aisle at my wedding at the age of 85---he has been
constantly everywhere and everything in my life. A confidante,
a huge fan of Arnab Goswami, a jet-setter always traveling the
world to share his love of math; he is one in a million. He
has been a second father to me; he would also give words of
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encouragement. I am so happy Arushan got to feel the love of his
great-grandfather. He has inspired me to continue in his teaching
tradition and to love spreading knowledge, and of course travel!

——
Namrata Gargee Jain is his eldest grandchild (daughter of his
eldest daughter).

XX

Koka
–Neiloy Medhi

Living in two different countries, I did not get to see Koka in
person as often as other family members who live in the U.S.
However, given the circumstances, I got to see him quite a lot
between our family's visits to India and his visits to the U.S.
Beyond in-person meetings, I got to see him through periodic
chats with the FaceTime iPad app. It was always a great privilege
to see Koka. He cared deeply about my education and academic
life, which is not surprising given his own remarkable academic
career. I even remember discussing math assignments with him
when I was in elementary school.
My most recent trip to India was January of last year, more

than a year after my mom died. My dad had finally convinced
her parents to visit India with us. When we arrived in Guwahati,
we were surprised to be greeted by Koka and Aita at the airport.
This was a very special moment, as it was the first time that all
four of my grandparents had been in the same place since my
parents' wedding. I had to take a picture because I knew that this
was a moment that needed to be documented and remembered.
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I think a lot about what it means to be from a family with
different national and cultural backgrounds; my mother having
grown up in Wisconsin and my father having grown up in
Assam. It may sound unusual but we as a family make it work.
Koka and Aita have always been so welcoming to our family.
The feeling was reinforced when Koka recorded video of himself
delivering wonderful remarks about my mom to be played at
her memorial service.
Even though we lived far away in two different countries, the

family connection was always there. To give a more personal
example, I took up an interest in knitting several years ago.
There was plenty of time to work on projects during the long
international flights and long drives, so I made several items to
give as gifts to Koka and Aita. Every time I have visited India
since that trip, I noticed that Koka was wearing the scarf and hat
I made for him---and he would always let me know. It meant a
lot to me that Koka found the hat and scarf so useful.
I am very sad that I will not get another chance to talk to

Koka, but the memories of conversations we did have and the
unique connection we had as a family will stay with me forever.

——
Neiloy is his eldest grandson.

XX

Koka -- A friend across generation gap
–Riddhiman Medhi (Manis)

When I was in primary school I used to feel quite rich because
I had all four of my immediate grandparents and also a great-
grandmother (on my mother's side) quite healthy and active
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and in the same city where I lived. They were an integral
part of my life. When some of my classmates would tell me
that their grandfathers were not with them, I actually found it
quite incomprehensible at that time. In the space of less than
a decade however, I have lost both my grandfathers and my
great-grandmother, and I feel bereft of some of my most prized
treasures in this world.
Jyoti Medhi Koka was not just my grandfather but my lifelong

best friend as well. It all started when I was too young to
read and he would read me Amar Chitra Katha books with
magnificent stories from the Mahabharata, Ramayana, Jataka
Tales etc. We would go to book fairs often and get books to read
and he would explain me the stories along with the fantastic
lessons associated with them. It was a very enriching experience
for me.
When I came back from Saudi Arabia, I was getting old

enough to understand sports and it was with him that I watched
my first Wimbledon, Football World Cup and Euro Cup. I
still remember celebrating with him in our living room, Goran
Ivanisevic winning the unexpected Wimbledon, and immediately
falling to the ground in gratitude. I remember him watching in
his room in his old TV his favourite France thrashing Brazil
in the World Cup final and he would often tell me the about
the genius of Zinedine Zidane and Thierry Henry with great
excitement. Through the 2004 Euro cup, we both backed resilient
Portugal (although France was still his favourite) only to see
them losing out to Greece in a heartbreaking final. It was during
this tournament that I actually fell in love with the sport and
with players like Figo, a young Cristiano Ronaldo and also
a player named Maniche! He told me about his experiences
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of watching Manchester United while he was there and also
narrated the stories of the Munich air disaster and the Busby
Babes. A tradition of watching football matches together ensued
(often in the middle of the night, without the knowledge of my
parents!) followed by discussions the next morning regarding
tactics and transfers. To many it may be just a sport and perhaps
somewhat undeserving of so much detail in this memoir, but it
was a very important part of his life and now mine too and it's
something that always brought us closer and still watching this
sport strengthens my love and relationship with him. I have
played more cricket and football with him on our terrace than
anyone other friend of mine.
He always loved listening to Beethoven and Bach. As I

grew older I started to develop the taste too and would often
download and watch classical concerts with him. Another thing
he loved watching were news debates. He loved watching Arnab
Goswami's Newshour debates and Frankly Speaking interviews.
I too developed my taste for news and debates from him and
we would often have healthy discussions about latest political
issues. Even last year, he was the first person I called to discuss
Brexit! These varied interests I picked up from him are a big
part of my life and I believe they will help me stay connected to
him forever.
In addition to all these wonderful memories I am also grateful

to him for the many lessons I have learnt simply by observing
how he conducted himself and carried out his life. He would
always take great care of his health and had total control over
his eating habits. In spite of being such a stalwart himself, he
would always encourage everyone and never looked down on
anyone's achievements or spoke ill of anyone. Any person would
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get motivated after speaking with him and his dedication to his
work till his last days is an example for all of us to follow.
His love and enthusiasm towards research even in his old age
showed that one's work can be fun too, if it's in a field one really
enjoys! I am lucky to have witnessed from such close quarters
a true academician from one of the best generations of teachers
the state of Assam has seen. He was a person true to his core
values and principles and at the same time on many matters, he
was a liberal before it was mainstream! He always judged every
topic on its merit with unbiased, open but critical thinking. At
a time when the world political atmosphere is getting more and
more polarized, this is one lesson everyone can learn from him.
Also my experiences with him showed me the invaluable and

irreplaceable importance of grandparents in a child's upbringing.
They fulfill a unique and vital role which no other relationship
can replicate. Although today I feel bereft of a strong source of
positive energy and strength in my life, I remain grateful to God
and Koka that I was still able to share such a close relationship
with him for at least a third of my probable lifetime and for the
priceless lessons and memories I was able to garner during that
time.

——
Manis is his grandson through his younger son and was his
frequent partner in watching football matches on TV.
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Koka
–Robby Medhi

We lived halfway across the world from each other, but
even from that distance I could tell the love he had for his
grandchildren. Any time I had a significant successful event
occur in my life, I could expect a congratulatory email from
Koka filled with happiness.
Because of the distance, I was only able to see him a few times

during my life. The last one will forever be the most meaningful
to me. After nearly 7 years, my dad convinced me to make
another trip to India last November. Koka beamed with pride
whenever he saw me. While I was reading, he would sit next
to me and ask insightful questions about the book I had. He
declared he would get his own copy and read it.
The best part of the trip was attending a soccer match.

Guwahati had gained a professional club within the last few
years, and Koka had not attended a match. After some prodding
from Dad, he decided to accompany us to the match. We initially
intended to only stay for the first half. At halftime, Koka insisted
we stay to watch some of the second half. Even at 92, his love
for soccer never waned.
He was an incredible man who impacted many lives. He will

not be forgotten.
——
Robby is his grandson through his eldest son.
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Koka
–Abhishek Vikram Choudhury

Jyoti Medhi was my grandfather. I woke up on February 3rd,
2017 to the news of his death. His death was unfortunate to
me, not because of family bonds but rather the raw power and
knowledge his mind possessed. To me, he was in the same level
as greats such as Niels Bohr, Albert Einstein, and Isaac Newton.
He was a herald of light and knowledge. He studied statistics
when the rest of the world was focused on law. Statistics was
unique in that it is a study where the human tries to embrace
uncertainty and incomplete information. Because of the way he
would talk to me when I was a child I could tell, he knew full
well of the uncertainty principles and the complications humans
have with ``not knowing." That is why people enter statistics.
The real tragedy for me is that when a human dies, the soul and
mind is lost forever. We may have the physical writings and
recordings, but we cannot ever understand their teachings the
way they created them. This hurts me because my field of study
is new and attempts to stitch together the scattered knowledge
of humanity into one singular space. I can read his books, but
I never will hear the way his voice changes or resonates when
he reads his own words. His magic was that he understood
uncertainty and incomplete knowledge.
These are terms I came to understand only recently, albeit

not to the same degree. His death has saddened me but it also
makes me more determined to complete my research for my own
project, which includes his teachings but many others. Included
in this letter is an excerpt of my research. If it is possible, I
would like this letter to be placed on a mantle with his photo or
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his tombstone, somewhere close to a physical spot dedicated to
him.
He is not dead, for his ideals and legacy are what will be

added to the final form of humanity.

The Mechanics of Human Existence and Form
Abhishek Choudhury

Dedicated to those who offered invaluable information for the welfare
of humanity but have been disconnected by mortality.

In the year 2017 the world has been afflicted with various
plagues, political stalemates, racism, technological propagation,
the inclination for people to meld with like-minded people and
shun those who do not resonate with them. This is a scary
time for many people those who have lived with privilege
(racial, gender, and/or social privilege) are becoming aware of
the transient nature. The basic human decency is always being
questioned with regard to something as big as acceptance of
refugees but also in a smaller scale, whether or not people
can handle an argument on the internet. It is because of this
highly tumultuous time that I have decided to create this book
on that explains how the human race found its way to this
crossroads. Given the fact that the concepts that will follow
have had various authors through space and time, the concepts
are leaning towards truth. For most of the book I may be
rehashing these concepts made by great minds but the purpose
of the book is to bridge the gap between them and time. To
show the connections of science and religion, of rationality and
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irrationality to aggregate previously separated fields of study.
To link human consciousness across time. Those of past eras,
because of mortality have not had the chance to tell us. The
human singularity will assuage all conflicts. But furthermore
because the succeeding concepts have lasted the entire time
period of conscious humanity, we may be able to say they will
appear in the future. The mechanics of human existence and
form can be understood with regard scarcity, time, uncertainty,
incomplete information, and the ego/individual.

——
Abhishek Vikram Choudhury (``Vik") is his grandson through
his eldest daughter.

XX

Silpukhuri Koka
–Pooja Deka ("Poojama")

Koka or Silpukhuri koka as me and Reet fondly addressed
him; was one of the greatest soul we would have come across. I
am sure everyone would have mentioned his great achievements.
However, I always believed that one of the best way to remember
a loved one is through the light hearted moments spent with
them.
And so I would love to share some of the light hearted

moments with him. Despite being a much disciplined person; he
was also a funny person. I remember every time we went to his
house and ma would come with bags; he would say "tur Mae
kiman shopping kore" and laugh; he would add saying "kiman
kapur lage aru taik"! His witty one liners always would bring a
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smile on my face. One such incident was when he was advising
me you should be healthy and loss weight; and meanwhile Aita
signaled me from behind the curtain "pooja aa moi kiba eta
bonaiso"; and me being a foodie couldn't wait to go but due to
Koka's presence there I didn't know what to do; he obviously
seeing my plight said "jaa hobo jaa khage tur boiled kobi tu"!
(as aita would always make them for us) There have been many
such incidents; I wish I could recall all of them.
One other thing about koka is; koka would always encourage

me. If any news he would get about me, he would say "baah
bohut bhal koriso toi," even if it was solving a very small sum
he would always say, "Poojama, tur bohut matha ase dey." Koka
advised everyone who came to him and he was always concerned
about success of each and everyone around him or whom he
knew. I am sure koka advised everyone whose life he has
touched; and they will always be a lighting guide in their lives.

——
Pooja Deka is his youngest granddaughter (well, he has two

awesome granddaughters, Gargee and Pooja).
XX

Koka: My Special Friend
–Seemankar Pratim Deka (Reet)

Koka was more than just a grandfather to me. He was more of
a friend, philosopher & guide to me. My early memory of koka
was holding his hand and walking down the lane in front of our
house in Duliajan. The walk would always lead to the corner
park. There he would tell me different stories with morals. I
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remember him telling me that most of the objects around us are
living beings and that we should learn to respect them. That
was the basic of life that i learnt from him.
The other lesson i learnt from him was to break down a

difficult task into smaller tasks and then to deal with each of
them individually. He always advised that our goal should be
to give our best efforts in every task but not to expect success in
each step. This i try to follow every day.
He was a well known academician all over the world. But

what i found wonderful about him was his ability to teach the
subjects in the most simple and logical way. I still remember
the basic of mathematics that he taught me during my preschool
days at Tinytots. His knowledge of the subjects was vast and
also put up effort to improve his knowledge every day.
The last time I met him in Guwahati, he was in a good

shape. He discussed about my studies, my future plans, football,
digitisation and monetisation as well. It is difficult to imagine
that he is no longer with us to-day. But his blessings will always
be with us forever.
You were one of the most special person in my life and will

stay forever. Thanks for being a part of my life. Shall miss you,
dearest Koka.

——
Seemankar Pratim Deka (Reet) is his youngest grandchild.
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His research publications: sampling

His first paper, with M.S. Bartlett, published in Biometrica, 1955
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His first sole-authored paper, published in Biometrica, 1956
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The coverage page of his D.Sc. Thesis at the University of Paris
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The first page from his D.Sc. Thesis at the University of Paris
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His last published paper in 2013

A Facebook post by his eldest daughter-in-law Karen Medhi on his final paper
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